Herstmonceux Preschool
Village Hall, Hailsham Road, Herstmonceux, Hailsham, East Sussex, BN27 4JX

Inspection date
Previous inspection date

25 April 2016
22 March 2011
This inspection:

Outstanding

1

Previous inspection:

Outstanding

1

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Outstanding

1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Outstanding

1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Outstanding

1

Outcomes for children

Outstanding

1

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

 Managers ensure that the extensive, accurate and highly reflective evaluation of
provision includes the views and thoughts of parents and children. They ensure that the
evaluation has an extremely positive impact on children's learning and development.

 There are very accurate and precise assessments of children's progress in their learning
and development, both individually and in groups. This enables the managers and staff
to ensure that any gaps in children's development are rapidly addressed and closed.

 Staff are extremely committed to ensuring that children's emotional well-being is very
secure. Highly effective bonds develop between children and their key-persons,
ensuring that children thrive in an extremely caring and nurturing environment.

 Staff have extremely high expectations of children and a comprehensive knowledge of
how children develop and learn. This ensures that all children achieve or exceed their
targets and typical levels of development.

 Extremely effective support from the managers and training for staff ensure that the
inspiring and stimulating teaching is continually being updated and improved. This
means that children receive exceptionally effective and current teaching practices.
 Children are inspired to follow their interests, ensuring they remain motivated to
explore and learn.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 continue to build on the already excellent support for parents to ensure ongoing
effective involvement in their children's learning at home, across all areas of learning.

Inspection activities

 The inspector toured the premises and observed the impact of teaching on children's
enjoyment and development.






The inspector spoke with parents to gain an understanding of their views.
The inspector completed a joint observation of an activity with the manager.
The inspector sampled a range of documentation.
The inspector spoke with managers and staff about their practice and the impact on
children's learning and development.

Inspector
Claire Watson
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding
Safeguarding is effective. Staff have a comprehensive knowledge of child protection
matters. They are very aware of the procedures to follow if they had any concerns about
children's welfare. Staff implement the pre-school's policies and procedures vigilantly and
children's safety and well-being are of the utmost importance. Reflective practice by all
ensures that a well-planned curriculum meets the needs of all children. The very effective
partnerships with other early years professionals support the excellent outcomes for
children. Parents have a very significant involvement in their children's learning and
development. For example, they have frequent meetings and effective communication
with staff so they are extremely well informed. There are plans to extend the highly
effective opportunities to support children's learning at home even further.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding
Managers ensure that staff have a thoroughly impressive understanding of how to provide
children with highly stimulating and exciting resources and activities. For instance, staff
take meticulous care to involve children in the planning process and take particular note of
their interests. For example, they asked children what more they wanted to learn about
dinosaurs and then skilfully followed up their questions with more resources and
discussions. A tailored programme to support, for example, early listening skills, sharing
and group participation gives children an excellent solid base from which to flourish.
Stimulating physical activities regularly encourage children's development. For example, a
carefully thought out programme of learning to use balance bikes gives children
exceptional confidence, coordination and balance skills.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding
Staff gather extensive information about the characteristics of each child's care and
learning from parents even before children start. This enables staff to meet children's
individual needs from day one. Children's highly effective attachments with their key
person ensure that they feel safe, and they very quickly want to explore the environment.
Children's behaviour is exemplary as, for example, they mirror the highly positive role
modelling from all staff. Children have an excellent understanding of how to lead a healthy
lifestyle and enjoy exercise. For example, children enjoy squelching through muddy
puddles, climbing over fallen branches and helping each other up the hill.
Outcomes for children are outstanding
Children make highly impressive progress from their starting points and are exceptionally
well prepared for their move on to school. They are always eager to help each other and
play extremely cooperatively with their friends. Children are extremely keen to challenge
themselves, such as safely fetching water from a stream and creating dens in the woods.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

109460

Local authority

East Sussex

Inspection number

824885

Type of provision

Full-time provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Age range of children

2-4

Total number of places

18

Number of children on roll

24

Name of provider

Herstmonceux Pre-School Partnership

Date of previous inspection

22 March 2011

Telephone number

01323 832549

Herstmonceux Pre-school registered in 1997. It is open from 8.30am to 3.30pm on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday during term time, and at times during holiday
periods, depending on demand. There are five staff, all of whom are appropriately
qualified to level 3, including two staff with Early Years Professional Status. The pre-school
receives funding to provide free early education for children aged two, three and four
years.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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