Busy Bees Day Nursery at
Lewes
St James Street, Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 1HR

Inspection date
Previous inspection date
The quality and standards of the
early years provision

15 April 2016
Not applicable
This inspection:

Outstanding

Previous inspection:

Not applicable

1

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Outstanding

1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Outstanding

1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Outstanding

1

Outcomes for children

Outstanding

1

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

 Leaders and managers provide inspirational leadership and sustain an extremely high
standard. Their values and objectives are child-focused and are very evident in
everything they do.

 Staff have expert knowledge and understanding of how to promote children's learning
and development. They plan meticulously and maximise children's opportunities to
direct their own learning.

 Babies and children build exemplary relationships with their key person and other staff.
Staff give children's individual needs their highest priority. Children's emotional wellbeing is excellent.

 All staff work extremely closely with other professionals who care for children. They

follow shared strategies and add their expertise to children's individual learning plans.

 Staff create exemplary partnerships with parents and frequently exchange information
about children's needs and changing abilities. Children benefit from highly consistent
care and learning.

 Children show great interest in learning new skills and are emotionally mature in
recognising when they can persist and when they need help.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 enrich further the already excellent provision for literacy in terms of giving children
opportunities to see their words in print.

Inspection activities

 The inspector observed children at play in each of the playrooms, and also in the
garden areas.

 The inspector examined a range of documentation, including policies, planning
materials and children's online learning journals.

 The inspector and manager carried out a joint observation.
 The inspector spoke to parents and carers to gather their views.
Inspector
Susan McCourt
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding
Safeguarding is effective. Staff have excellent knowledge of safeguarding issues and know
precisely what action to take should they have concerns about the welfare of a child.
Leaders and managers fully involve staff and parents in their exemplary evaluation
processes and all staff take responsibility for identifying and making improvements. The
manager has embedded excellent staff practice at the highest level and sustains a very
high-quality provision. Staff undergo regular training to achieve qualifications and refine
their practice. They benefit from extensive opportunities to learn from colleagues and the
senior team to help build their expertise. The manager and staff regularly analyse data to
identify how different groups of children are progressing. They also complete audits and
other analysis to help monitor the precise impact of their work.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding
Staff have an excellent understanding of how children learn and how to promote children's
progress. They make accurate, incisive observations of children's learning and then plan
activities meticulously to help extend children's skills. Children of all ages relish
opportunities to explore fascinating and challenging activities. For example, children under
two years of age spontaneously created a picnic role play and learned new words for food
and shapes. Children aged two years enjoy spontaneous outings to local places of interest
and help to make books of their trip. However, opportunities for children to demonstrate
their excellent literacy skills within the books are slightly less evident. Staff use specific
programmes to focus on reading and writing skills. Children aged three and four years
love exploring home-made and other books and telling their stories.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding
Staff develop and shape the children's play rooms around children's interests and needs to
create the optimum environments for learning. Children of all ages are independent in
choosing activities and are highly motivated, confident participants. Children's physical
care and well-being are excellent. Children enjoy an exciting range of opportunities for
vigorous play and exercise, and understand which foods are healthy. For example, they
grow food in their garden and take part in food preparation. Children independently
manage their own behaviour and know how to cooperate politely. They understand and
express their feelings and show great empathy for others. Staff are excellent role models.
Outcomes for children are outstanding
The vast majority of children achieve well within the typical range of development for their
stage, and some children achieve beyond expectations. Those children who have special
educational needs make rapid progress towards gaining new skills. All children develop a
love of learning and acquire excellent skills for their future.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY486777

Local authority

East Sussex

Inspection number

1007107

Type of provision

Full-time provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Age range of children

0-4

Total number of places

51

Number of children on roll

98

Name of provider

Busy Bees Nurseries Limited

Date of previous inspection

Not applicable

Telephone number

01273 480736

Busy Bees Day Nursery at Lewes is one of a national chain run by Busy Bees Nurseries
Limited. It registered in 2012 in Lewes, East Sussex. It is open each weekday from 8am to
6pm for 52 weeks of the year. There are 15 members of staff, 12 of whom hold
appropriate early years qualifications. The nursery provides funded free early education for
children aged two, three and four years.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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