
   

 

Meadow Kindergarten    
Meadow Kindergarten, The Bungalow, Old Meadows Lane, BLACKPOOL, FY3 9HH    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

11 April 2016  
15 April 2013 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Satisfactory  3 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Leaders and managers are committed to improving practice and outcomes for children. 
An accurate and reflective evaluation of the setting identifies the main strengths and 
weaknesses. This allows clear plans for continuous improvement to be put in place. 

  

 Teaching is strongly focused on developing children's speaking and listening, and 
physical and social skills. This approach helps prepare them for their future learning 
and move to school. 

  

 A welcoming and inviting environment supports children in making good decisions 
about what they want to do and planning their own play. Children are active learners 
who are making good progress across all areas of their development. 

  

 Partnerships with parents and external agencies are very good. Parents are fully 
included in the assessments of their child and the strong links with home support 
children's continued good progress. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Although the management team has made successful changes to improve practice and 
teaching in the baby room, there are changes to staffing yet to take place. The system 
and process for embedding and consolidating these changes, combined with 
maintaining the good quality teaching, are yet to be tested to ensure standards are 
kept at this higher level. 

  

 Although staff within the toddler room provide a free-flow arrangement for children to 
access the outdoor area, it is unclear how this is managed so that those children who 
may be less willing to go outside are supported and encouraged. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
 
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 monitor the practice and the impact of staff changes within the baby room to help 

keep practice and teaching at a high level  
  

 develop further the process for monitoring how children in the toddler room use the 
outdoor area and how staff encourage their participation in outdoor activities. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector undertook a tour of the premises.  
  

 The inspector observed activities and the quality of teaching in the playrooms and 
outdoors.  

  

 The inspector sampled children's assessment records, planning documentation and a 
range of other records, policies and procedures.  

  

 The inspector conducted a joint observation with the nursery manager.  
  

 The inspector checked evidence of the suitability and qualifications of staff working 
with children, the provider's self-evaluation and improvement plans.  

  

 The inspector took account of the views of children, staff and parents spoken to on the 
day of inspection.  

  

  

Inspector  

Janet Singleton 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

Leaders and managers support staff to be the best they can be. Through good quality 
supervision and training, staff are encouraged to develop their skills. Most staff are 
qualified, while other staff are encouraged to complete their training in early years and 
childcare. Safeguarding is effective. Staff have undertaken comprehensive training and are 
very clear of the action to take to protect children. All the required supporting policies are 
in place and implemented successfully. Parents are fully included in their child's 
development, complementing the learning taking place elsewhere. Managers place a 
strong focus on tracking and monitoring children's progress to help ensure they are 
making at least good progress. Good links with other agencies mean that early 
intervention is sought quickly to address identified gaps in children's development. All 
actions and recommendations from the last inspection have been addressed successfully.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

The staff are very skilled in teaching and supporting children's thinking. They make good 
use of asking questions and encouraging children to decide their own play. One example 
of this is children deciding what they need when planting seeds and writing their names 
on their pots. Younger children are supported to move freely and join in with the good 
quality activities provided. Staff encourage children to use their imagination in their play. 
Children enjoy themselves, interacting with staff as they laugh and run freely while playing 
a tag game. This helps support their sense of self and progress their social and physical 
skills. Staff provide babies with good quality activities and ensure they are accessible. 
Babies delight in developing their physical skills and enjoy the sensory experiences 
provided for them. Staff introduce sounds, numbers and letters to older children and 
encourage them to use mathematics in their play. Parents contribute to their child's 
learning to help support their development further. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

The staff support children's emotional well-being through the strong, personal 
relationships they have with them. All care routines from home are followed, helping 
children have a sense of security and supporting their feelings of being safe. Many good 
activities are provided to help children manage their physical skills and take calculated 
risks. Children are well behaved and listen to the clear instructions from staff. They 
understand routines and older children know time has meaning. Consistent routines 
support children's sense of security as they know certain things remain the same. Children 
are confident and willing to try things for themselves, demonstrating their positive 
approach to their own learning. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

Children are making good progress across all areas of their development. They are able to 
express their feelings and mostly manage their personal needs. They are motivated and 
take a very active part in their own learning. Children are happy, settled and confident 
individuals who are learning to respect each other. Where children's starting points are 
lower, individual plans are in place and gaps in children's attainment are narrowing.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY450099 

Local authority Blackpool 

Inspection number 1039900 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 79 

Number of children on roll 155 

Name of provider Childs-Play Limited 

Date of previous inspection 15 April 2013 

Telephone number 01253 762731 

 

Meadow Kindergarten was registered in 2012 and is managed by Childs-Play Limited. The 
nursery employs 19 members of childcare staff. Of these, three hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 5, nine at level 3 and one at level 2. Additionally, all other staff 
are currently training to at least level 2. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, all 
year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides funded early 

education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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