Barracudas (Barnet)
Queen Elizabeths School, Queens Road, Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN5 4DQ

Inspection date
Previous inspection date

4 April 2016
21 August 2012
This inspection:

Outstanding

1

Previous inspection:

Good

2

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Outstanding

1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Outstanding

1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Outstanding

1

Outcomes for children

Not applicable

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

 Children settle swiftly. Staff are exceptional role models when skilfully teaching children
to respect each other and their environment.

 Staff astutely plan activities and various learning experiences to boost children's

learning and development to high levels. They are particularly successful at developing
children's physical play through activities, such as swimming, using the bouncy castle,
fencing, cart riding and many more.

 Children show great interest and develop their various skills exceptionally well. Staff
monitor their progress and share their achievements with parents regularly.

 Managers and staff are exceptionally vigilant of children's safety and ensure the
provision is suitable and safe for children. They participate in a wide range of training
on a regular basis, including safeguarding and paediatric first-aid.
 The management team and staff continually reflect on their practice to ensure they
offer high-quality care and exceptional experiences. Plans for future developments are
closely based on parents' and children's views. These successfully focus on improving
outcomes for children.
 Parents leave extremely complimentary comments in the feedback book, pointing out
that their children are very happy and excited to return to the club each season.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 extend the children's understanding of how to learn from their mistakes, to help
maintain their excellent progress.

Inspection activities

 The inspector held conversations with the manager, staff and children during the
inspection.

 The inspector looked at some documentation, including the club's policies, procedures
and children's registration forms, and discussed the manager's understanding of the
requirements.

 The inspector checked evidence of staff suitability to work with children, including their
qualifications.

 The inspector viewed the premises and resources, and observed children's activities.
 The inspector conducted a joint observation with the early years manager.
Inspector
Nataliia Moroz
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding
Safeguarding is effective. Managers ensure all staff are fully aware about various
safeguarding issues and children's welfare is always prioritised. Staff risk assess play areas
and activities with due attention, closely supervise children during their play and swiftly
review practice after any incidents. Recruitment, vetting, supervision and induction
processes are rigorous and help to ensure that staff are suitable to work with children.
Staff work very effectively together and are extremely enthusiastic. Highly effective
monitoring of the children's progress, along with very successful partnerships with other
professionals, help staff to meet needs of all children. This includes those who have
special educational needs.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding
The staff provide an exceptional range of various activities and play experiences, both
indoors and outdoors. For example, children enjoy their giant 'Snakes and ladders' board,
'Go cart', and other activities. These keep children motivated, challenged and highly willing
to learn. Children are creative and imaginative. Staff provide them with a variety of books,
crafts, writing and drawing activities. Staff value the diversity of children's experiences and
help children gain an understanding of people, families and communities. Staff often use
games children play with to help them use their skills at communicating and counting.
Staff skilfully question children and wait for them to answer, which helps children to think.
Just occasionally, staff miss opportunities to help children learn from their mistakes to
maintain their high levels of understanding.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding
Staff provide children with a very welcoming environment and promote children's wellbeing extremely well. Children clearly love attending and their behaviour is excellent. Staff
praise children's achievements, efforts and ideas. Children's confidence and self-esteem
are high. They are very interested in what they do and make independent choices.
Additionally, children help create the club rules, which helps them to understand what is
right and wrong. Children's social skills are excellent and all children learn to be mindful
and cooperative with each other. For example, during arts and crafts activities, they
quickly and willingly share their tools with others. Staff extensively promote children's
good health and independence. For example, children gain certificates for eating their
fruits, have exceptional opportunities to engage in physical activities and they know and
follow excellent hygiene routines.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY258083

Local authority

Barnet

Inspection number

986287

Type of provision

Out of school provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Age range of children

4 - 15

Total number of places

120

Number of children on roll

25

Name of provider

Young World Leisure Group Limited

Date of previous inspection

21 August 2012

Telephone number

0845 123 5299

Barracudas (Barnet) registered in 2003. It is one of a chain of privately run holiday
schemes owned and operated by Barracudas. It operates from a purpose-built, private
secondary school building, which is situated in High Barnet in the London Borough of
Barnet. The activity camp operates each weekday during summer and Easter school
holidays from 8am to 6pm. The provider employs 25 staff, including the manager. The
manager and four other members of staff hold Qualified Teaching Status. Three other
members of staff hold relevant childcare qualification at level 6.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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