Children 1st @ Monks
Road
Elm House, Monks Road, Lincoln, Lincolnshire, LN2 5HL

Inspection date
Previous inspection date
The quality and standards of the
early years provision

16 March 2016
Not applicable
This inspection:

Good

Previous inspection:

Not applicable

2

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Good

2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Good

2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Good

2

Outcomes for children

Good

2

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

 Staff make accurate assessments of their key children's learning. They know children's
next steps in learning and plan regular individual and small-group activities to help
children make good progress.

 Staff keep parents well informed about their children's progress. They give parents
ideas on how to support children's learning at home. These good partnerships with
parents have a positive impact on children's learning and development.

 Staff foster children's independence. They teach children to develop good self-care
skills, such as washing their hands, wiping their noses and serving their own food. This
promotes children's confidence and well-being.

 Children's safety is given high priority. Recruitment and induction procedures are
extremely robust. Consequently, all staff speak confidently about how they keep
children safe.

 Children have good opportunities to take part in daily outdoor play, promoting their
sense of exploration and the development of their physical skills.

 The management team has high expectations for the nursery. They continually monitor
and analyse practice and make improvements in consultation with staff, parents and
the children.

It is not yet outstanding because:

 The manager has developed good systems to monitor the quality of teaching but has

yet to embed these to ensure staff practice consistently supports all children to achieve
at their highest level.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 build on the existing good systems for monitoring and evaluating the quality of practice
to raise the quality of teaching to an even higher level.

Inspection activities

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

 The inspector completed joint observations with the nursery manager. The inspector
held a meeting with the nursery manager, company director and operational manager.

 The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as the nursery's self-evaluation
and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.

 The inspector spoke to a small selection of parents during the inspection and took
account of their views.
Inspector
Kathy Kilner
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good
Arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Staff know how to keep children safe. They
are alert to the signs that may indicate that a child is at risk of physical or emotional harm
and know how to report this. The manager's monitoring of children's individual progress
and that of groups is of excellent. She understands the importance of working together to
close gaps in children's development. The manager ensures that staff respond to
individual needs and prioritises learning for particular groups of children. The nursery has
a well-trained staff team and personal development is nurtured and supported. Staff are
encouraged to share their expertise to benefit the whole team.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good
Staff are responsive to children as they play. They know what children need to learn next
and skilfully support this. Communication and social skills are given high priority as a base
for learning. Babies climb up the slide and instigate a game of peek-a-boo, and staff
enthusiastically join in. Children giggle as they choose which will be the next sleeping
animal in their song. These familiar games, songs and rhymes support speaking and
listening skills and help children learn about being with others. Early literacy is well
supported at each stage of learning. Toddlers paint independently and decide they want
their names written on their creation. Staff carefully write each letter and say the sounds
they make. Older children read the menu that sits on the table at lunchtime. Children go
on a bug hunt and are supported to count how many bugs they have found. Mathematical
activities are planned regularly for older children. These quality learning opportunities
support children in preparing for the move into school and future learning.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good
Children have a wealth of quality resources to investigate, which inspires their curiosity
and desire to learn. Children have good relationships with staff and demonstrate that they
feel secure. They are well supported as they move from one room to the next, spending
time there with their familiar key person. Staff praise new learning, good manners and
being kind to others. Behaviour is good because staff give consistent messages and
children respect them. Healthy eating is exceptionally well promoted. Children sit with Mr
Harvey the rabbit and discuss the menu. Children know that the oil in the fish is good for
healthy brains. Healthy snacks are sent home with the children. Diversity is celebrated as
children learn to speak the different languages that are represented in the nursery.
Outcomes for children are good
All children, including those in receipt of additional funding, are making good progress
from their starting points. Children are developing key skills needed for school and future
life. This includes disabled children and those with special educational needs, and children
who speak English as an additional language. Additional funding is well used to give
children the extra support they need.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY481238

Local authority

Lincolnshire

Inspection number

988608

Type of provision

Full-time provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Age range of children

0-4

Total number of places

90

Number of children on roll

71

Name of provider

Breedon House Nurseries Limited

Date of previous inspection

Not applicable

Telephone number

01522533280

Children 1st @ Monks Road was registered in 2014. The nursery employs 12 members of
childcare staff. Of these, eight hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and
one has Qualified Teacher Status. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year
round. It is closed for one week at Christmas and on all bank holidays. Sessions are from
7.30am until 6.30pm. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, three- and
four-year-old children. The nursery supports disabled children and those with special
educational needs. It also supports children who speak English as an additional language.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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