
   

 

Wonderland Nursery    
Mehria School, 23 Westbourne Road, LUTON, Bedfordshire, LU4 8JD    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

26 February 2016  
8 November 2012 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Inadequate  4   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Inadequate  4 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment 
Requires 
improvement 

3 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Inadequate 4  

Outcomes for children 
Requires 
improvement  

3 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is inadequate   
  

 Safeguarding is not effective. Leaders and staff are not implementing safeguarding 
procedures well enough.   

  

 Children's safety is not assured. Leaders have failed to ensure that they are meeting 
fire regulations as required or to take effective action to rectify breaches of 
requirements when these have been identified.  

  

 Teaching is not good as staff direct play and conversation too closely so children fail to 
lead their own play, or use speech to express their own feelings, thoughts and ideas. 

  

     

It has the following strengths 
 

 Staff support children's personal, social and emotional development well as they help 
children settle in and are kind and gentle towards children. 

  

 Staff support children's positive behaviour as they are good role models and remind 
them of key rules around the setting.  

  

 The range of activities on offer in the outdoor area has been developed since the last 
inspection which improves play opportunities outdoors.  
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
 
 
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage the provider must: 
 

  Due Date 
   

 ensure that staff are alert to any issues for concern in a child's 
home life or elsewhere, and that staff follow setting procedures to 
make sure that referrals are made in a timely manner to 
appropriate agencies with statutory responsibilities 

04/04/2016 

   

 ensure that you comply with fire safety legislation, especially in 
relation to fire detection equipment, and the operation of fire exits, 
and that you take all reasonable steps to keep staff and children 
safe in the case of a fire 

04/04/2016 

   

 ensure that risk assessments identify all areas of potential hazard 
to children, and that action is taken to remove or minimise these 
hazards, with particular reference to fire hazards 

04/04/2016 

   

 improve teaching so that staff give children opportunities to direct 
their own play, and to express themselves, and to use language to 
share their feelings and ideas.  

04/04/2016 

   

 
 

Inspection activities 

 Two inspectors were present at this inspection, one inspector was shadowing the lead 
inspector.  

  

 The lead inspector observed children and staff taking part in planned activities and free 
play.   

  

 The lead inspector spoke to staff, leaders and managers about the running of the 
nursery.  

  

 The lead inspector reviewed a range of documents including information about children, 
records of staff checks and supervisions and documents relating to accidents and 
safeguarding.   

  

 The lead inspector spoke to parents to gather their views about the nursery.  
  

  

Inspector  

Naomi Brown 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is inadequate   
 

Children’s safety is not assured. Leaders and managers have failed to identify significant 
hazards to children. When hazards have been identified by outside professionals, including 
the fire officer, leaders have failed to take action to ensure that they comply with fire 
safety legislation. Breaches of legislation were identified eight months prior to this 
inspection and had not been addressed. Some action was taken during the inspection, 
including fixing mechanisms on self-closing fire doors. Safeguarding is not effective. Staff 
have failed to follow the procedure to record pre-existing injuries. Records have not been 
effectively monitored to ensure that patterns of possible concern are identified and 
referred to statutory agencies. Staff have failed to make appropriate enquiries about 
involvement of other agencies in children’s lives. There are suitable systems in place to 
recruit qualified and vetted staff. Training and appraisal programmes support staff to 
develop their practice. However, these have failed to tackle some identified weaknesses in 
the quality of teaching. The management team has addressed weaknesses identified at 
the last inspection. For example the range of resources outdoors has been improved to 
offer better play opportunities for children.       

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment  requires improvement 
 

Teaching is not good. Staff do not give children sufficient freedom to lead their own play, 
or to extend their own activities. Children respond to staffs’ questions mainly by repeating 
a range of learned answers, rather than learning to use language to express wider 
thoughts, feelings or ideas. Staff are enthusiastic and encourage children to try things, but 
overly direct activities. Assessment is accurate, and children's development is tracked to 
identify any gaps. Arrangements for children who may have special educational needs are 
appropriate and parents are well involved in their children's development. All areas of 
learning are covered through activities, including number rhymes and songs to support 
children’s maths development. Overall, staff plan activities that cater for children’s next 
stage in learning.  
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are inadequate   
 

Weaknesses in safeguarding undermine children’s well-being. Risk assessments are not 
robust, particularly those relating to fire safety. Settling arrangements for new children are 
well managed. Children clearly feel settled in the nursery and seek reassurance from 
adults that they know. Children behave well at all times and know what is expected of 
them. They learn to be kind to each other as they follow clear rules and the good example 
of staff. Resources meet the needs of children, both indoors and outdoors. Children have 
an appropriate awareness of how to keep themselves heathy as they learn about healthy 
eating and have regular play in the fresh air.   
   

 

Outcomes for children require improvement 
 

Children are making appropriate progress for their age and stage of development from 
their starting points but their conversational skills are not strong. Children's literacy 
development is good and most children are able to hold a pencil appropriately and write 
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the letters of their name. Even younger children recognise that letters carry meaning and 
freely form letters, a skill which will support their future learning, for example, at school. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY438249 

Local authority Luton 

Inspection number 1040045 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register 

Age range of children 0 - 5 

Total number of places 36 

Number of children on roll 36 

Name of provider Mehria School Governing Body 

Date of previous inspection 8 November 2012 

Telephone number 01582484617 

 

Wonderland Nursery registered in 2011 on the Early Years Register. It is situated in 
purpose-built premises within the grounds of Mehria School in Luton, Bedfordshire. The 
nursery is open Monday to Friday from 8am to 3pm, term time only. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The manager holds 

qualified teacher status.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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