
   

 

Cherubs Pre-School    
Linton Village Hall, Linton Hill, Linton, Maidstone, Kent. ME17 4AW    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

3 March 2016  
16 October 2015 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Inadequate  4 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Good improvements have been made since the last inspection. Staff fully understand 
their responsibilities in protecting children. Changes to written policies and daily 
procedures mean children are kept safe. All legal requirements are now met. 

  

 The pre-school owner and supervisor lead a dedicated team of staff.  The weaknesses 
identified at the last inspection have been tackled effectively and had a positive impact 
on the quality of teaching and the progress children make. 

  

 Children are very happy in the pre-school. They develop a good range of skills which 
help them be ready for starting school. 

  

 Staff benefit from regular training opportunities which help them develop their 
knowledge and improve their practice. 

  

 Parents are very happy with the care provided for their children. They describe the staff 
as 'amazing', 'brilliant' and 'fantastic'. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Information about the progress of different groups of children, such as boys and girls, 
is still new. Therefore, senior staff are only just beginning to check that all children 
learn as well as each other. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
 
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 use information more precisely to plan activities to make sure that different groups of 

children make good progress and any gaps are narrowed. 
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the support for children's learning 
both inside and outside.  

  

 The inspector talked to staff about their understanding of safeguarding procedures and 
how they keep children safe.  

  

 The inspector carried out two joint observations to assess how well the leadership team 
monitors staff performance.  

  

 The inspector talked to the children and evaluated how well the pre-school supports 
them for starting school.  

  

 The inspector gained the views of parents and carers as they dropped their children off 
on the day of inspection.   

  

 The inspector sampled a range of written documentation, including staff files, training 
records, safeguarding policies and children's assessment records.  

  

  

Inspector  

Jo Caswell HMI 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

The pre-school owner and supervisor have established good procedures to monitor staff 
practice and encourage the team to reflect on new ideas. Detailed action plans mean any 
changes to the provision are managed well. Recent improvements in the outside area 
have increased the range and quality of learning opportunities. Staff development is given 
high priority. Staff accurately identify what training they need to improve their teaching 
and support for individual children. Safeguarding is effective. Staff know what action they 
must take if they are worried about a child. The premises are safe and good arrangements 
are in place to protect children from harm. Partnerships with parents, local schools and the 
children's centre are good.           

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

Teaching is consistently good. Staff know when to ask questions to extend children's 
learning, and when to allow time for children to explore and work things out for 
themselves. Staff have a good knowledge of what interests each child and how and where 
they prefer to learn. They make full use of everyday activities, such as snack time, to 
extend children's learning. For example, they help children practise simple calculations as 
they work out how many plates and cups are needed. Staff carry out regular checks on 
children’s learning. They use this information about individual children well to plan 
activities which challenge children and help them to make good progress. Parents are fully 
involved in this process. They understand what staff plan for their children and this helps 
them extend children's learning at home. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

Children behave very well. They are kind and courteous to each other as staff are positive 
role models. Children approach staff happily for comfort and reassurance. The different 
needs of the quieter and younger children are met very well and they benefit from plenty 
of individual adult attention. Children learn about the different needs of others, the 
community where they live and families in the wider world. They show respect for one 
another. Older children are caring towards the younger children and involve them well in 
their play.  
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

Children show real interest in learning and concentrate and communicate well. For 
example, one child showed very well-developed mathematical skills as he focused for a 
long period ordering objects in size. He then confidently explained how the objects could 
be sorted in other ways by colour and shape. Children talk confidently with adults. They 
listen attentively; they ask questions and engage in lengthy discussion. Children show 
good levels of independence. They choose where they want to play and what they want to 
do. This means they remain interested and concentrate for longer. For example, a group 
of children played outside with the water, filling buckets to pour down the tubes. When 
the water was running low, they used their problem-solving skills well to work out how to 
reach the water at the bottom of the container. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY246080 

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 1036076 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children 2 - 5 

Total number of places 24 

Number of children on roll 51 

Name of provider Cindy Jo Fox 

Date of previous inspection 16 October 2015 

Telephone number 07947776140 

 

Cherubs Pre-School registered in 2003 and operates from the village hall in Linton, near 
Maidstone, Kent. The pre-school is open during term time only from 9am to 3pm on 
weekdays and offers morning, afternoon and all-day sessions. A team of seven staff work 
with the children. All hold early years qualifications. The owner is qualified to level 3 and 
the supervisor holds Early Years Professional Status. The pre-school receives funding to 

provide free early education for children aged two, three and four years. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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