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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

1 March 2016  
28 March 2012 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Outstanding  1   

Previous inspection: Outstanding  1 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding  1 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1  

Outcomes for children Outstanding  1 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is outstanding   
  

 The childminder is an inspirational leader and an excellent role model for her assistants. 
She is well qualified and undertakes regular training to maintain her excellent teaching 
skills. For example, she and her assistant have developed their storytelling skills. 
Children become engrossed in the inspiring stories and this helps them to develop 
outstanding communication and language skills. 

  

 The childminder works very closely with her assistants, coaching them and attending 
training with them to ensure consistently outstanding teaching and care practices. 

  

 The childminder has developed excellent systems to enable her to monitor children's 
progress very closely. She is extremely knowledgeable about how children learn and 
she uses information highly effectively to make detailed and incisive plans that help all 
children to make outstanding progress across the areas of learning and development. 

  

 The childminder promotes children's emotional well-being exceptionally well and builds 
high levels of confidence. For example, she encourages children to persevere and 
teaches them to learn from mistakes. Therefore, children are willing to have a go and 
attempt challenges, secure in the knowledge that the childminder will support them. 

  

 Children behave extremely well. The childminder values children and treats them with 
respect. In turn, children learn tolerance and are patient towards each other. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
 
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 continue to enhance the already excellent partnerships with parents by further 

supporting them to extend children's learning at home. 
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed children and assessed the quality of interactions between them 
and the childminder.  

  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation of teaching activities with the childminder.  
  

 The inspector held discussions with children, the childminder, her assistant and her co-
childminder at convenient times throughout the inspection.  

  

 The inspector read parent questionnaires and testimonials to consider their views.  
  

 The inspector read documentation, including the childminder's self-evaluation 
documents, her training record, children's records and policies.  

  

  

Inspector  

Sarah Peacock 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding   
 

The childminder has an excellent understanding of the requirements. She undertakes 
regular child protection training and shares this information with her assistants, to 
maintain their outstanding knowledge of safeguarding procedures and to remain highly 
vigilant to the signs that could indicate a child is at risk of harm. Safeguarding is effective. 
The childminder carries out extremely detailed evaluations of every aspect of her 
provision, incorporating the views of children and parents. From this information, the 
childminder quickly identifies ways to improve children's experiences and maintain the 
highest standards of care and education. The childminder forms excellent partnerships 
with other professionals. She works closely with health-care professionals to provide 
exceptional support for children who have additional needs.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding   
 

The childminder uses her wealth of experience and excellent knowledge of child 
development to plan an exceptionally wide range of inspiring and challenging activities. 
For example, children gain increasing dexterity in controlling tools as they make shapes in 
coloured sawdust. The childminder reads stories extremely well and asks thought-
provoking questions. For example, during story time, children compared a triceratops to a 
triangle and worked out that 'tri-'means three. The childminder supports children to 
develop outstanding mathematical skills. For example, with her guidance, children sorted 
figures of sea creatures into groups, counted them accurately and marked each one off on 
a tally chart. The childminder has excellent partnerships with parents; they regularly 
exchange information about children's progress. The childminder provides resources for 
older children to further their learning at home, although, this has not been extended for 
babies. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding   
 

Children benefit from an immense range of extremely high-quality toys, games and 
resources that support their interests and motivate them to learn. The childminder uses 
her procedures and risk assessments highly effectively to provide a safe and secure 
environment. She teaches children how to identify hazards and keep themselves safe, for 
example, when crossing roads and visiting the park. The childminder promotes healthy 
lifestyles highly effectively. For example, she provides nutritious meals, and children enjoy 
plenty of fresh air and exercise.  
   

 

Outcomes for children are outstanding  
 

All children make outstanding progress across the areas of learning and development. 
They are highly motivated, confident and independent learners, who persevere with 
activities. Children develop excellent personal, communication and physical skills. This 
prepares children extremely well for the next stages in their education.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 962968 

Local authority North Somerset 

Inspection number 826284 

Type of provision Childminder 

Day care type Childminder 

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register 

Age range of children 1 - 3 

Total number of places 18 

Number of children on roll 3 

Name of provider  

Date of previous inspection 28 March 2012 

Telephone number  

 

The childminder registered in 2001. She lives in Wraxall, near Nailsea in North Somerset. 
The childminder holds an early years qualification at level 3. She works alongside her 
husband, who is a registered childminder, and with two assistants working on separate 
days, one of whom holds an early years qualification at level 2. Childminding takes place 
between 7am and 6pm from Tuesday to Friday, for most weeks of the year. The 
childminder is also available on Mondays. The childminder receives funding to provide 
early years education to three-year-old children. She cares for children on behalf of social 

services. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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