The Fields Children's
Centre Nursey
The Fields Early Years Centre, Galfrid Road, CAMBRIDGE, CB5 8ND

Inspection date
Previous inspection date

20 November 2015
21 November 2014
This inspection:

Good

2

Previous inspection:

Requires
Improvement

3

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Good

2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Good

2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Good

2

Outcomes for children

Good

2

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

 Senior management have successfully addressed previous areas for improvement and
use effective self-evaluation to celebrate their strengths and identify further areas for
development.

 Planning and assessment are used effectively to provide a wide range of good quality
activities for children. As a result, children are motivated and enjoy participating in
learning opportunities and so make good progress.

 Staff have a good understanding of their key children as they make regular and
accurate checks on their learning and development. Consequently staff swiftly identify
areas where children are not achieving as well as expected and take appropriate action
to ensure these children catch up quickly.

 Children behave very well. Members of staff act as good role models, helping children
to learn about respecting each other, being kind and collaborating together in their play.
It is not yet outstanding because:

 Information held on children under the age of two is not routinely added to the
nursery's tracking system

 The planning for activities outside does not give enough consideration to the effective
deployment of staff to ensure children get the most out of each learning opportunity.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 make better use of the nursery's tracking system by including information on the
progress made by children under the age of two, so that the impact of the nursery's
work can be fully illustrated across all age groups

 review the deployment of staff to maximise support to children's learning and
engagement in the activities offered outside.

Inspection activities

 The inspector observed activities in the indoor and outdoor learning environments.
 The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day of the
inspection and engaged in discussions with the children and staff.

 The inspector looked at a sample of children's development records, planning
documentation and some written policy documents.

 The inspector held a meeting with the manager and checked evidence of staff's
suitability and qualifications.

 The inspector conducted a joint observation of children's activities with the manager.
Inspector
Susan Brockhouse
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good
The leadership team has ensured improvement in a short space of time. They have taken
rapid and effective action since the last inspection. The governors effectively hold the
leadership team to account. There is a strong focus on staff suitability through robust
recruitment processes, professional training, supervision and monitoring of staff practice.
This has improved the quality of teaching and learning, and helps to ensure any gaps in
children's learning are closing. Good partnership with other agencies, such as health
visitors and speech and language therapists, mean children get extra help with their
learning and development swiftly. Safeguarding is effective. A comprehensive
safeguarding policy is maintained and thorough risk assessments are undertaken to keep
children safe. All staff attend regular training to ensure they have a broad and up-to-date
knowledge of how to protect children.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good
Teaching has improved and is now good. Enthusiastic staff have high expectations of what
children can achieve. Staff plan activities that interest and engage children. They use
assessment information increasingly well to ensure that learning builds on children's
individual needs. This ensures that all children, regardless of their ability, ethnicity or
special educational need, make good progress. Leaders carefully track and check the
children’s progress and help staff to plan small group activities for children who need extra
support. However, information for younger children is not added to the nursery's tracking
system, which means they do not have easy access to information on all children's
continuing progress over time. Children’s language and communication skills are promoted
well. Great care is taken by staff to ensure that language is modelled precisely and
correctly. During play staff successfully extend children's understanding of size, colour and
shape. On occasions, staff supervise activities outside rather than engaging fully with
children. Staff have strong relationships with parents. This ensures that parents are wellinformed about their child's progress.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good
Children thoroughly enjoy their time at the setting and thrive in a happy, caring
environment. Children of all ages develop and grow in confidence and independence. They
put their own coats on before going outside and they choose which activities to play with.
Staff continually remind children how to play safely and to be kind and thoughtful. As a
consequence, children relate well to one another and are able to share and take care with
toys and resources. Outdoor activities encourage children to take risks and challenge
themselves as they climb and balance on apparatus. Effective working with the nursery
school where most children move onto ensures a smooth transition.
Outcomes for children are good
Staff gather a good range of information about a child when they first start at the nursery.
There is a firm focus on progress from the moment young children arrive in the baby room
until they leave from the toddler room. As a result all children make good progress and
are well prepared for their move to the nursery school.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY280222

Local authority

Cambridgeshire

Inspection number

1025507

Type of provision

Full-time provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Age range of children

0 - 17

Total number of places

74

Number of children on roll

69

Name of provider

The Fields Children's Centre

Date of previous inspection

21 November 2014

Telephone number

01223 518333 01223 712444

The Fields Children's Centre Nursery opened in 2004. It is situated within the children's
centre which is linked to Fields Nursery school and on the same site as Abbey Meadows
Primary school, in Cambridge, Cambridgeshire. The nursery is open 8am to 6pm for 49
weeks of the year and cares for children up to the age of 3 years. The nursery receives
funding for the provision of free early education for two-and three-year-old children. A
board of governors oversee the operations of the nursery. There is an overall head of
centre. She is supported by the deputy head teacher. The nursery employs 22 staff to
work directly with the children. Of these, 20 hold appropriate qualifications between levels
2 and 6.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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