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Delapre Primary School, Rothersthorpe Road, Northampton, Northamptonshire, NN4 raising standards

8IA improving lives
Inspection date 1 October 2015
Previous inspection date 2 February 2015
. This inspection: Requires 3
The quality and standards of the improvement
early years provision _ _ _
Previous inspection: Inadequate 4
Effectiveness of the leadership and management R equires 3
Improvement
. . . Requires
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment improvement 3
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2
Outcomes for children Reqwres 3
improvement

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:

B Assessment does not always reflect what the child can already do.

B Some children are not making the best possible progress because staff do not always
prioritise the next steps for children where gaps are identified through assessment.

B Systems for risk assessment and checking the suitability of staff are not fully rigorous.

B There is no system for monitoring the use of physical intervention to help manage
children's behaviour.

B The views of staff, parents other professionals are not effectively used to help identify
what is done well and what needs to be improved.

It has the following strengths

B Children make independent choices of indoor and outdoor play. This allows them to
play in an environment that they enjoy and where they learn best.

B Children behave well. Staff use positive methods to support and manage children's
behaviour.

B Partnership with parents is strong.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and the Childcare
Register the provider must:

Due Date

B improve systems to ensure that practitioners, and any other person 29/10/2015
who is likely to have regular contact with children, are suitable

B ensure that there is a system in place for recording any occasion 29/10/2015
where physical intervention is used to manage a child's behaviour

B improve the system for risk assessment so that it identifies aspects 29/10/2015
of the environment that need to be checked on a regular basis and
how the risk will be removed or minimised

B ensure that observation and assessment more accurately identify 12/11/2015
children's levels of progress and that this information is used more
effectively to support children's next steps of learning

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B improve the system for identifying what is done well and what needs to be improved
so that it includes the views of staff, parents and other professionals.

Inspection activities

B The inspector held meetings with the managers.
B The inspector observed activities in the playroom and the outdoor play area.

B The inspector looked at observation and assessment records and planning
documentation for children's learning and development.

B The inspector conducted a joint observation with one of the managers.

B The inspector looked at various policies and records, including those for safeguarding,
staff recruitment, accidents, staff supervision, risk assessment and children's
attendance.

B The inspector had discussions with parents and took account of their views for
inspection.

Inspector
Mark Evans
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management requires improvement

Staff understand how to keep children safe. Managers organise policy and practice to
meet with the statutory requirements. Safeguarding procedures are effective. However,
there is no recording system to enable the monitoring of physical intervention, which may
be used to manage behaviour. Risk assessment is not detailed for all areas of the
premises. There are some inconsistencies in the suitability checks completed for staff.
Leaders observe and evaluate the effectiveness of teaching to identify good practice and
what needs to improve. Managers have regular individual meetings with staff to have
discussion on sensitive issues and to support teamwork. The system used to identify
improvements in the setting does not include the views of others who are actively involved
with the nursery. Parents are complimentary about the setting. They are informed about
their child’s progress and are given ideas to support their child’s learning at home.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment requires improvement

Staff engage and interest children with a wide range of experiences on offer. They are
careful to speak clearly to children; asking questions that encourage children to work
things out for themselves and to explain their thinking. Staff use children’s interests to
support their progress in all areas of learning. However, they do not always target gaps in
children’s development, such as communication and language for children with English as
an additional language. Additionally, some children are achieving at a higher level than is
identified by assessment. Staff are caring and friendly and support children's emotional
well-being. Some activities, such as the book area and role play, are not well presented
and equipped, which makes them less effective for children's learning.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

There is a positive culture that is evident across the whole setting. Children have
opportunities to choose indoor and outdoor play, with a stimulating range of activities in
both areas. Children benefit from exercise and fresh air during outdoor play. This helps to
improve their physical health and development. Children grow plants and vegetables. They
nurture the plants and observe changes. They learn about healthy eating. For example,
growing tomatoes and cucumbers and then picking and eating them. There are positive
relationships between adults and children throughout the setting. Children's behaviour is
good and staff use positive methods to support and manage behaviour. Children are
generally self-confident and enjoy learning. They have useful opportunities to decide on
their activities, which includes access to resources from a self-select storage unit.

Outcomes for children require improvement

Many children are attaining typical levels of development for their age. The quality of
teaching helps most children to progress well. Staff work with parents to help identify
children’s starting points when they begin attending the setting. However, some children
are not making better progress because staff do not always correctly identify their levels
of achievement or sufficiently act upon gaps in their development. Children are
encouraged to develop independence and skills for school readiness.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY276045

Local authority Northamptonshire
Inspection number 1015669

Type of provision Full-time provision

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic
Age range of children 0-17

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 81

Name of provider Sun Beams Delapre Pre-School Committee
Date of previous inspection 2 February 2015
Telephone number 01604 674620

Sun Beams Pre-School was registered in 2004. It is situated in the grounds of the Delapre
Primary School in Northampton. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday term time
only. Sessions are from 7.50am until 6pm. The pre-school employs 18 members of
childcare staff. Three staff hold a level 2 early years qualification, ten staff hold a level 3
early years qualification and two staff hold a level 4 early years qualification.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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