Ravensdale Nursery Ofg’vcgzl

Ravensdale Day Care Centre, Sandhurst Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 3ND raising sta ndards
improving lives

Inspection date 18 November 2015

Previous inspection date 14 February 2011

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Outstanding 1
early years provision Previous inspection: ~ Outstanding
Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding 1
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1
Outcomes for children Outstanding 1

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

B The management of the provision is outstanding. The managers work in a highly
effective way with parents and other professionals to ensure they provide high-quality
learning experiences for all children.

B The quality of teaching is exceptional. Staff are highly skilled, experienced and
qualified. They have an excellent understanding of how children learn and plan
challenging and highly enjoyable activities to suit the individual needs of the children.
This helps them make exceptional progress.

B Managers monitor children's progress effectively. Staff plan activities based on their
interests and implement specific programmes of support to ensure they reach their full
potential.

B Children have very strong attachments to their key person. They are happy and settle
easily. Children arriving at the setting confidently leave their parents to join their key
person. Their needs are extremely well catered for by all of the excellent staff team
that support them.

B All those who use or work with the setting are involved in the evaluation process. The
team commitment to improve what they offer is exceptional. There is a clear desire to
build on their existing strengths to make the service the very best they can for the
children and families.

Children make excellent progress at the setting considering their low starting points.

B The partnerships with parents are outstanding. Staff keep parents fully informed of
their children's progress and involve them in all assessments.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B build on the range of outdoor activities to extend children's learning experiences
further, in particular for those children who learn better outside.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed activities throughout the setting.
The inspector completed a joint inspection with the senior manager.
The inspector observed a child's review meeting.

The inspector spoke to parents and staff.

The inspector sampled a wide range of documentation, including policies and
procedures, and children's records.

Inspector
Lynn Grinsell



Inspection report: Ravensdale Nursery, 18 November 2015 3of 5

Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding

Safeguarding is effective. There are extensive procedures to safeguard children, including
robust staff recruitment arrangements. Regular staff appraisal and staff supervision
meetings are highly effective in supporting them to develop further their already
outstanding practices. Staff attend regular training to maintain the very high quality of
teaching. The manager has an excellent understanding of the learning and development
requirements. She adapts this to meet the individual and specific needs of the children.
For example, many of the children who attend become focussed on particular activities. To
introduce them to different experiences, the environment is changed regularly. This helps
to widen children's learning experiences.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding

All staff have high expectations of each child. Children's learning is methodically planned
by their key person to ensure each child is given challenging activities and new
opportunities. Children with language difficulties are supported exceptionally well using a
variety of approaches. For example, sign language is used extensively and visual
timetables support each child to acquire new skills. Staff observe children to find out their
current skills and knowledge and plan their next steps in learning. Parents and other
professionals contribute towards this to ensure children are achieving and progressing.
The manager makes good use of funding to provide further excellent opportunities for
children to develop their independence.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding

Staff provide an extremely high-quality and stimulating environment for the children,
offering a wide range of activities to help their overall development and learning. The
positive behaviour policy is exceptionally effective. For example, when children were
repeatedly jumping on chairs, staff quickly offered them physical play alternatives, such as
a trampoline and soft play area. Children's health, and physical and emotional well-being
is given the utmost priority. For example, personal care is dealt with sensitively and used
as an opportunity to continue learning and having fun. Staff provide excellent support to
other care providers and schools when children are ready to move on. Children's key
person goes with them initially to help them settle.

Outcomes for children are outstanding

Children are making exceptional progress in relation to their low starting points. Children
are extremely well supported in their learning and development and are ready for their
next stages of learning.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 127497

Local authority Kent

Inspection number 825425

Type of provision Full-time provision
Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic
Age range of children 2-5

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 21

Name of provider Barnardo's

Date of previous inspection 14 February 2011
Telephone number 01892 543062

Ravensdale Day Care Centre registered in 1993. It is run by Barnardos and operates from
a purpose-built building, in Tunbridge Wells, Kent. The nursery is open each weekday
from 9.30am to 3.45pm during term times only. The nursery receives funding to provide
free early education for children aged two, three and four years old. The nursery is eligible
for the Early Years Pupil Premium. The nursery caters for children with profound and
complex special needs and currently supports a number of children with special
educational needs and those with disabilities. The nursery follows the High Scope
Approach. The nursery employs eight members of staff. The manager holds Early Years
Professional Status and two members of staff are qualified teachers.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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