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Dagnall Village Hall, Dunstable Road, Dagnall, Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire HP4 1RG raising standards
improving lives

Inspection date 20 November 2015
Previous inspection date 1 December 2014

. This inspection: Good 2
The quality and standards of the _
early years provision Previous inspection;  cauires 3

Improvement

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good 2
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2
Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

B The pre-school manager is a good role model to staff. She has driven swift and positive
changes in the provision since the last inspection.

B Staff are well-qualified and reflective practitioners. Key persons know the individual
children for whom they are responsible well.

B Teaching is consistently good. Changes to the routine of the day and the environment
have enhanced the quality of the provision.

Children's safety is given the highest priority.
Children behave well. They are learning how to share and to take turns.

B  Good links with the local school ensure children are emotionally well-prepared for when
they move on from pre-school.

B The manager has worked well with the local authority and responds positively to
suggestions and external challenge.

It is not yet outstanding because:
B Careful monitoring of children's progress has identified that there is more to do to
ensure all staff are confident in developing children's early mathematical skills.

B Relationships with parents are good. However, they do not receive regular updates
regarding the progress their children are making across all of the areas of learning.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

continue to develop the programme for mathematical development and ensure all staff
are confident to teach and assess this area of learning

continue to develop parents' understanding of their children's learning and
development by regularly sharing information about the progress their children are
making.

Inspection activities

The inspector spoke to parents, children and staff at appropriate times throughout the
morning.

The inspector carried out a joint observation with the pre-school manager.

The inspector met with the chairperson and several members of the pre-school
voluntary committee.

The inspector sampled the pre-school's documentation including that relating to staff
training, recruitment and suitability, as well as records of children's learning and
development.

The inspector held a meeting with the pre-school manager and a meeting with the
whole staff team.

The inspector spoke to the local authority Early Years Consultant who has been working
with the pre-school.

Inspector
Penny Fisher
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good

The pre-school manager has worked effectively to rapidly improve the quality of provision.
She has developed her leadership skills over the last year and now oversees a strong and
reflective staff team who are deeply committed to improving outcomes for the children in
their care. The committee are highly supportive. Effective systems for staff supervision,
appraisal and peer observations have been implemented. This work, alongside the wide
range of recent training attended by staff, has had a positive impact on the quality of
teaching. Relationships between staff provide an excellent example to children; they make
best use of their individual skills to enhance the pre-school provision. Safeguarding is
effective. A thorough audit of policies, procedures and practice has ensured that all
safeguarding and welfare requirements are met.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Staff's expectations of children are now high and activities provide children with an
appropriate level of challenge to extend their learning. The pre-school's new system for
measuring children's progress is well-understood by all staff and ensures that children's
learning and development is carefully monitored. Children's individual next steps are
identified and built into planning. The quality of teaching is consistently good. Staff have
made changes to ensure that children have more time for uninterrupted play and there is
an appropriate balance of child and adult-led activities. Children play and explore with a
wide range of resources; they develop and express their own ideas, for example when
painting. Good quality interactions with staff help them to develop good speaking and
listening skills.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Settling-in procedures have been enhanced by the introduction of home visits. These
ensure that parents and staff share important information to help children feel comfortable
when they start at pre-school. Children's independence is well-promoted, for example,
they are encouraged to manage their coats, wash their hands and clear away their own
plates. Children learn good manners and how to treat each other with respect. Staff are
consistently kind and caring and this supports children to develop confidence and
resilience. Children learn how to keep themselves safe; equipped with clip boards and

hard hats they conduct their own risk assessments of the pre-school. Healthy lifestyles are
promoted well; children learn about their bodies as they enjoy their morning 'workout'.

Outcomes for children are good

Staff quickly assess children's starting points and plan appropriately for their needs.
Tracking and monitoring systems show that almost all children are working comfortably
within the range of development typical for their age group and all make good progress
from their starting points. Support for families of children with additional needs is good.
Staff work closely with other agencies to ensure that consistent strategies help children to
make progress.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY260853

Local authority Buckinghamshire
Inspection number 1006257

Type of provision Sessional provision

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic
Age range of children 0-5

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 19

Name of provider Dagnall Under Fives Committee
Date of previous inspection 1 December 2014
Telephone number 07816 358342

Dagnall Under Fives originally opened in 1975 and then reopened and registered in 2003.
It is run by a voluntary management committee. It operates from two rooms within the
village hall in Dagnall, Hertfordshire. The setting is open each weekday. Sessions are from
9.15am to 12.15pm during school term times only. There are currently 19 children
attending between the ages of two and four years. The setting receives funding for the
provision of free early education to children aged three and four years. The provision is
registered on the Early Years Register only. There are five staff members, all of whom
hold relevant childcare qualifications.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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