
   

 

Little Rascals    
St Nicholas Centre, 30 Wareham Road, Corfe Mullen, Dorset, BH21 3LE    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

4 November 2015  
31 October 2012 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Inadequate  4   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Inadequate  4 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Inadequate 4 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Inadequate 4  

Outcomes for children Inadequate  4 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is inadequate   
  

 The provider has not taken action to meet the previous Welfare Requirement Notice. 
Children remain at risk of harm because the provider does not ensure the premises are 
suitable for children to use. 

  

 The quality of teaching is poor in the pre-school room. Pre-school staff do not know 
how to implement the learning and development requirements effectively. Therefore, 
not all children make the levels of progress typical of most. 

  

 Staff in the pre-school room do not complete accurate assessments of what children 
know and can do. They have insufficient information to plan well-resourced activities 
which support and challenge children to take the next steps in their learning. 

  

 The provider does not monitor or support the manager's practice effectively to ensure 
continuous improvement in the provision. 

  

     

It has the following strengths 
 

 Staff meet babies' and younger children's care needs well to help these children feel 
safe, emotionally secure and confident to learn. 

  

 Babies and younger children enjoy a wide range of interesting and challenging activities 
that support their continued learning and development well. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 
 
The provision is inadequate and Ofsted intends to take enforcement action  
We will issue a Welfare Requirements Notice requiring the provider to: 
  Due Date 

 

 take all reasonable steps to ensure staff and children are not 
exposed to risks and demonstrate how the risks are being 
managed, with particular regard to the safety of electrical fittings 

13/11/2015 

  

 ensure the premises are fit for purpose, and lit appropriately for 
the activities provided  

13/11/2015 

  

 ensure all staff, including the manager, receive effective 
supervision and support to foster a culture of mutual support, 
teamwork and continuous improvement. 

13/11/2015 

   

 
 
 
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage the provider must: 
 

  Due Date 
   

 improve the quality of teaching to ensure all children receive the 
support they need to learn and develop effectively 

13/11/2015 

   

 use assessment of children's learning to plan and provide well-
resourced activities and challenging experiences to meet children's 
individual needs and promote their next steps for learning.  

13/11/2015 

   

 
 

Inspection activities 

 This inspection was carried out following concerns received by Ofsted.   
  

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the impact on children's learning.  
  

 The inspector held discussions with the manager, and spoke with children and staff at 
appropriate times throughout the inspection.  

  

 The inspector sampled a range of documentation, including children's learning records 
and staff suitability checks.  

  

 The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager.  
  

  

Inspector  

Michelle Tuck 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is inadequate   
 

Safeguarding is not effective. This inspection was triggered following concerns received by 
Ofsted. The inspection found that the provider has not taken sufficient action to ensure 
that children are safe. Electrical sockets are broken and hang from the wall, and most of 
the light bulbs in the pre-school room do not work. Children's safety is significantly 
compromised in the dimly lit areas of the room. Staff have a suitable knowledge of child 
protection issues and procedures. The provider does not evaluate the provision to identify 
and tackle areas of weakness. The new manager has taken some steps to improve 
children's experiences and partnerships with parents and others. Parents say that they feel 
more informed about their children's learning, and better involved in the provision through 
opportunities to give their views. The manager is beginning to meet with staff to discuss 
their practice. However, she receives no support or guidance from the provider to improve 
the quality of the provision. Staff are qualified, but not all are skilled in providing good 
quality teaching.     

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is inadequate   
 

This inspection also looked at concerns received by Ofsted about children's learning. Staff 
in the pre-school room do not use information from observations of children's learning to 
assess whether planned activities help children to learn. Although there is a good range of 
resources in the pre-school room, staff do not use these to best effect. For example, older 
children were eager to paint but could not develop their creative skills effectively because 
the materials they needed were not easily available. Staff in the pre-school room do not 
extend children's mathematical learning effectively, for example, how to count or compare 
amounts. Staff provide some activities which motivate children; for example, singing and 
learning to match letters to their sounds. Staff in the baby room support children's 
communication and language skills well. For example, staff repeat words and sounds to 
help children increase their vocabulary. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are inadequate   
 

Although staff identify hazards in the pre-school room, steps have not been taken to 
remove these hazards. This puts pre-school children's safety at risk. Staff support all 
children to behave well. Children learn how to share, take turns, and show concern and 
care for one another. Staff teach children about the importance of a healthy lifestyle, for 
example, how to choose which foods are good for them. Children gain confident physical 
skills during outdoor play. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are inadequate  
 

Outcomes for children vary significantly. Babies and younger children make good progress 
from their starting points. However, older children do not receive good levels of support or 
challenge and are not prepared for school. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY396254 

Local authority Dorset 

Inspection number 1030967 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 4 

Total number of places 23 

Number of children on roll 24 

Name of provider Little Rascals Baby Nursery Limited 

Date of previous inspection 31 October 2012 

Telephone number 01202658385 

 

Little Rascals registered in 2009. It is located in Corfe Mullen, Dorset. The nursery is open 
each weekday from 8am to 6pm, all year round, apart from bank holidays and one week 
during the Christmas period. There are four staff, including the manager, who work 
directly with the children. All staff hold a relevant qualification at level 3. The nursery is in 
receipt of funding for free early years education for children aged two, three and four 

years. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 

© Crown copyright 2015 

mailto:psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted

