
   

 

Diddy Dinos    
27 Crystal Palace Park Road, LONDON, SE26 6UF    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

6 February 2015  
14 January 2014 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Requires 
Improvement  

3 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Outstanding 1  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Staff use their thorough understanding of how children learn to plan interesting 
activities that help all children make good progress. 

  

 Children with specific needs are making good progress because of the rigorous 
attention staff give to working with parents and connected professionals. 

  

 Children's safety and well-being is paramount. Staff are sure about the procedures to 
protect children. They ensure that they check the play environment rigorously to 
minimise hazards. 

  

 The manager is passionate about her role and the provision of high-quality care and 
learning. Effective self-evaluation takes into account the views of staff, parents and 
children so that the nursery is continually evolving. 

  

 All parents fully participate in their children's learning. They commend the teaching 
skills and care the staff provide. Parents are unreserved in their praise for staff who 
give children a good start for school. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 The quality of teaching is not consistently reviewed during staff supervision to ensure 
high standards are maintained. 

  

 Children do not fully explore the life of plants and wildlife during the autumn and winter 
months to extend their understanding about changes in nature. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 enhance the methods to monitor and maintain good quality teaching  

  

 extend children's knowledge of the natural world by providing them with further 
opportunities to learn about plants and wildlife.  

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the children and staff engage in a variety of activities both 
inside and outdoors.  

  

 The manager and the inspector conducted a joint observation of an activity.  
  

 The inspector checked staff suitability, held meetings with the manager and spoke with 
staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection.  

  

 The inspector looked at children's assessment records, planning documentation and a 
selection of policies and procedures.  

  

 The inspector held discussions with many parents and took their views into account.  
  

  

Inspector  

Gillian Cubitt 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Children become extremely confident to explore and experiment using a wide range of 
resources. They use peas and lentils to pour, weigh and measure. Younger children 
strengthen and coordinate their hand-skills. Staff show them how to feel textures and 
pour using jugs. Staff question older children about mass and quantity as they weigh and 
divide, showing good early mathematical skills. Staff talk about magic dust and encourage 
children's creative thinking during story time, which stimulates children's imagination. 
Children are successfully recognising letter shapes and sounds through story time and 
they practise writing in role play. Staff's accurate assessments of children's learning help 
them to initiate early intervention for children where required. Parents are extremely 
positive about the information they receive on children's progress. They all participate and 
find the new methods of sharing very helpful to enable them to continue home learning. 
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
outstanding    

 

Key persons are highly effective in making children feel safe and secure. Staff adapt each 
child's settling-in process to their specific needs, working exceptionally well with parents. 
All children, including children with special educational needs and/or disabilities receive 
excellent nurturing care and support. They thrive in a very stimulating learning 
environment where all children show confidence in making choices of playing inside or 
outdoors. Children rapidly learn excellent personal hygiene skills as well as how to keep 
healthy. They use the toilet facilities with ease, they clean their noses and dispose of 
tissues appropriately. Children know they must not go out in the cold without the right 
clothing, so they become competent in dressing themselves. These skills serve them well 
as they move on to school. Children's excellent behaviour stems from the exceptional role 
modelling from staff. Children learn to work as a team, sharing tasks and regularly give 
hugs to one another, which is the start of long lasting friendships.  
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

All staff have a good understanding of safeguarding policies and procedures. They have 
attended training in child protection and the manager reviews their knowledge during 
weekly meetings. The strong staff team is due to the manager's effective recruitment and 
induction, which supports them in their roles. The manager cultivates a caring, 'family' feel 
within her team. This reflects on the care they provide for the children. Staff are 
enthusiastic and the manager fosters this through supervision and support with training. 
However, the manager is not consistently using this time to give staff feedback on the 
quality of their teaching to maintain and exceed the present high standards. The manager 
completes final assessments of children's achievements and occasionally visits schools to 
build partnerships further. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY463779 

Local authority Bromley 

Inspection number 966792 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 5 

Total number of places 25 

Number of children on roll 39 

Name of provider Barbara Claudia Andrea Boisard 

Date of previous inspection 14 January 2014 

Telephone number 0208 659 6554 

 

Diddy Dino's registered in 2013 and is privately owned. The pre-school operates from a 
purpose-built building next to Crystal Palace Park. It is open each weekday during school 
term time from 9.30am to 2.30pm, on Monday to Thursday, and on Fridays from 9.30am 
to 12.30pm. Children may attend a lunch club throughout the week. There is an enclosed 
outdoor play area. The pre-school receives funding to provide free early education for 
children age three and four years. The pre-school supports children with special education 
needs and/or disabilities. There are seven members of staff including the registered 
provider. One member of staff holds qualified teacher status; three hold a childcare 
qualification at level 3 and two at level 2. 
 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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