Little Oaks Ofg?c.gzl

Partington Family Centre, Oak Road, Manchester, M31 4LD raising sta ndards
improving lives

Inspection date 12 November 2015

Previous inspection date Not applicable

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good 2
early years provision Previous inspection:  Not applicable
Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good 2
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2
Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

B Staff use their good knowledge of children and information from their detailed
observations and assessments to plan challenging and fun activities for children to
engage in, to build upon their prior learning. This helps to ensure that children make
consistently good progress in their learning and development.

B Partnerships with parents are superb. Daily diaries, regular key-person discussions and
detailed progress reports keep parents informed of their children's progress every step
of the way. An extensive range of resources from the toy library is shared with parents
to help extend children's learning at home.

B Staff highly value children and welcome them to share what they have engaged in at
school. They prepare children for any changes to their routine, such as when attending
dance class, to help them feel very happy and assured during seamless transitions.

B Systems to track children's progress across all areas are highly effective in swiftly
identifying any gaps for individual or groups of children's learning. Staff are proactive in
making timely interventions and work together very closely with parents and other
professionals to provide tailored support to the children in their care.

B The well-qualified staff team aspires to improve. Staff regularly observe each other's
practice and attend regular training to extend their knowledge and skills. Their detailed
discussions with children, parents and others to seek their views are clearly focused on
improving practice, helping to provide the very best of care and learning for children.

It is not yet outstanding because:
B Younger children have fewer opportunities to develop their sensory and exploration
skills in their designated outdoor environment.

B Staff sometimes miss opportunities to build on children's awareness of how to keep
themselves safe and healthy during activities.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

make the most of the designated outdoor area for younger children, to enhance their
sensory and exploration skills even further

build on children's understanding of how to keep themselves safe and healthy during
activities.

Inspection activities

The inspector toured the areas of the setting.
The inspector observed children during their routine and freely chosen activities.

The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager during a planned
activity.

The inspector held discussions with the manager, the staff and children throughout the
inspection.

The inspector examined a range of documents. These included, evidence of suitability
checks, staff qualifications and training, the policies and procedures, improvement
plans, and children's observation and assessment records.

The inspector took account of the views from parents and carers spoken to on the day
of the inspection, and from comments noted on the setting's webpage.

Inspector
Charlotte Bowe
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Managers and leaders use effective ways
to share their expert knowledge of safeguarding with staff. This contributes to all staff
having a good understanding of how to protect a child's welfare. Robust recruitment
procedures and continual ongoing suitability checks ensure that staff are skilled and
suitable for their role. A good programme of support, mentoring and training is in place to
support staff. Thorough induction procedures, effective 'buddies' and regular supervision
meetings clearly support staff, highlighting what they do well and what needs to be
improved. Staff confidently share their learning from training and make effective
enhancements to their practice and provision, to help provide the very best of quality.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

The quality of teaching is good. Staff seek what children enjoy and use this knowledge to
plan activities that enthuse, motivate and sustain children's interest. Younger children
have a great deal of fun dancing to music from favourite movies in the appealing and
inviting indoor sensory room. They develop good language and coordination skills when
singing along to familiar songs and move rhythmically to music. Staff support this interest
further by providing different materials, such as ice for children to explore to develop their
senses. Staff's effective use of descriptive sounds during play help children to develop
their language skills and understanding of things that are cold. However, staff have not
yet made the most of the younger children's designated outdoor area to build on these
skills even further. Older children learn about their wider world when engaging in activities
that reflect other cultures. They eagerly investigate how technology works and enjoy
observing the effects of light and dark. Children take an active role in their play and
confidently initiate their own play themes. They readily welcome others to join in with
them, demonstrating their good social skills and friendly behaviour.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Children are very happy and settled with a team of dedicated and caring staff who are
sensitive and responsive to their needs. Key persons stay close to children during play to
provide their continuous support, reassurance and praise, to help children develop high
levels of self-esteem and self-confidence. Children enjoy the responsibility of completing
tasks for themselves to develop independence. They practice good hygiene routines, such
as washing their hands before lunch, and begin to manage risks for themselves when
using scissors independently. Staff are on hand to remind children of the importance of
completing routine tasks and to be careful when developing new skills. However, they
sometimes miss opportunities to go into more depth, to build on children's secure
understanding of how to keep themselves safe and healthy.

Outcomes for children are good

Children make consistently good progress in their learning and development from their
starting points. Continual tracking of children's progress, liaison with parents and other
professionals and skilfully shaped learning experiences all contribute to ensuring that
children gain the skills needed for their next stages in learning.
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Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority

Inspection number

Type of provision

Day care type

Age range of children

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of provider

Date of previous inspection

Telephone number

40of 5

EY481525
Trafford

990844

Full-time provision
Childcare - Non-Domestic
0-11

55

59

Lisa Karen Oakley
Not applicable
0161 775 0234

Little Oaks was registered in 2014. The nursery employs 13 members of childcare staff. Of
these, 10 hold appropriate early years qualifications at levels 2, 3 and 4, including the
manager who holds an appropriate early years qualification at level 4. The nursery opens
from Monday to Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early

Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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