Tiddley Tots Nursery Ofsted

Barnsbury Community Centre, Jays Street, London N1 OTY raising sta ndards
improving lives

Inspection date 30 September 2015
Previous inspection date 6 November 2014

. This inspection: Good 2
The quality and standards of the _
early years provision Previous inspection: EgUlfEE 3

Improvement

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good 2
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2
Outcomes for children Good 2

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision is good

Leaders, the manager and the whole staff team focus on making sure teaching is
consistently good or better as they want all children to have a good start and succeed.

Staff observe children carefully and monitor their development regularly. They use this
information skilfully to plan well-targeted activities to help all children make good
progress in their learning. Help is sought promptly if a child needs extra support.

Parents and staff work well together to support children’s development. Parents are
keen to extend their child’s learning at home, using activities suggested by the nursery.
Leaders value parents’ views and act upon their feedback.

Babies are confident to explore independently in the nursery’s calm and welcoming
environment. They build strong relationships with the staff. This helps them to feel safe
and secure. Settling-in arrangements are managed flexibly to meet the needs of each
child and family individually.

Staff demonstrate a good understanding of their responsibilities to keep children safe
and take steps to minimise identified risks.

It is not yet outstanding because:

Leaders and managers do not always evaluate thoroughly how effective their actions
have been and whether these have improved outcomes for children.

The monitoring of progress made by different groups of children is at an early stage of
development.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

sharpen evaluation of the nursery's provision by assessing more thoroughly the impact
of changes made to help improve practice even further

extend the monitoring of children's progress to include an assessment of any
differences in the progress made by specific groups of children, so provision can be
tailored more closely to the needs of these groups.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed teaching and learning activities indoors and outside.

B The inspector spoke with staff and children at appropriate times of the day.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation with the provider.

B The inspector held meetings with the manager and the provider.

B The inspector spoke with parents and took their views into account.

B The inspector looked at a range of documentation, including children's assessment
records, the nursery's self-evaluation and action plan, evidence of the suitability of staff
working in the nursery and sampled policies and procedures including the safeguarding
policy.

Inspector

Marian Pearson HMI



Inspection report: Tiddley Tots Nursery, 30 September 2015 30of5

Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good

Leaders and managers have a good understanding of how children learn and how to keep
children safe. They have a realistic view of the nursery’s strengths and have set clear
targets for continuous improvement. However, they do not fully assess the impact of the
changes they make on children’s learning and development. Regular supervision, feedback
on practice and a well-focused training programme have improved staff’s teaching skills, in
particular, the quality of their observations and planning. Safeguarding arrangements are
effective. Use of appropriate recruitment procedures ensure staff are suitable and well-
qualified for their roles. Staff have a sound knowledge of how to identify concerns about a
child’s well-being and the steps to take to address these. Strong links with parents
promote continuity in care practices and children’s learning. Parents value the daily
feedback about their child's day and contribute regularly to their learning journals.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good

Teaching is good throughout the nursery as staff are skilled at supporting and extending
children’s learning. Babies are encouraged to try different sensory experiences. They
explore with interest the change in texture when water is added to flour and how dough
becomes longer when they roll it with their hands. Children play purposefully when they
lead they own play, using a good range of readily accessible resources. They are keen to
join in group activities, such as circle time, which form part of the day's routine. These
sessions are led effectively by well-qualified staff who encourage children to communicate
their views, learn to take turns and assume responsibilities as the 'helper of the day'.
Children are well prepared for school. They engage eagerly in a fun approach to learning
letter sounds, which provides them with a secure basis for learning to read.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good

Staff are caring and attentive to children's individual needs. For example, they are
sensitive to babies' need for rest, encouraging them to sit quietly and share a book. They
understand some children take time to eat a meal and do not rush to clear the food away.
Children behave well and are developing a sense of how to promote their own well-being.
Staff ensure boundaries are applied consistently so children understand what is expected
of them. Pre-school children are taught to use knives safely; they prepare fruit for snack
competently, developing their independence and management of risks. Play areas are
bright and inviting; displays of children’s work and photographs of themselves promote a
sense of belonging and self-esteem. Staff help children to gain an understanding of how
other people live. For example, they visit the supermarket to buy food to help provide
meals for homeless people and learn about different festivals celebrated by their friends.

Outcomes for children are good

All children make good progress from their starting points. Staff observe children regularly
and assess their level of development accurately. The recently introduced tracking system
helps staff to monitor carefully how well children are progressing and plan activities to
address any gaps identified in specific areas of learning. This work is at an early stage and
does not extend to reviewing different groups of children, other than by age.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY468367

Local authority Islington

Inspection number 1017503

Type of provision Full-time provision

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic
Age range of children 0-8

Total number of places 18

Number of children on roll 19

Name of provider Tiddley Tots Nursery Limited
Date of previous inspection 6 November 2014
Telephone number 0207 837 2737

Tiddley Tots Nursery registered in 2013 and is part of a group of three nurseries operated
by a private company, Tiddley Tots Nursery Limited. The nursery is situated within
Barnsbury Community Centre in Islington. The nursery operates on weekdays from 8am to
6pm, all year round. The nursery provides both full-time and part-time sessions and
receives funding to provide early education places for children aged three and four years.
The nursery is registered on the Early Years Register and the compulsory part of the
Childcare Register. It supports children who are learning to speak English as an additional
language. The nursery employs six members of staff to work with the children, including
the manager. All hold appropriate childcare qualifications, including one who holds
Qualified Teacher Status.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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