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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

5 November 2015  
13 November 2014 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Requires 
improvement  

3   

Previous inspection: 
Requires 
Improvement  

3 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management 
Requires 
improvement  

3 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment 
Requires 
improvement 

3 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children 
Requires 
improvement  

3 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:   
  

 Staff do not have the quality of their teaching checked, or receive feedback on it 
routinely in order to focus improvements to their practice where they are most needed.  

  

 Leaders and managers do not have strong enough procedures in place to tackle weak 
performance and improve teaching so that it is good or better at all times.  

  

 Not enough is known about the progress different groups of children make so that 
leaders can make sure all children are making the best possible progress and have the 
best possible outcomes. 

  

     

It has the following strengths 
 

 Children are happy, settled and confident. They have warm affectionate relationships 
with staff, seek out adults for support and invite adults into their play. 

  

 Parents receive regular feedback on their child's development. They know what staff 
are supporting their children to achieve and staff share activity ideas for them to do at 
home with their children.  

  

 Children spend good amounts of time concentrating on, and playing with, the wide 
range of interesting equipment and activities planned for them. 

  

 Staff accurately assess children's development when they start, and throughout their 
time at the playgroup. Children make the progress typically expected for their age.  
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
 
 
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage the provider must: 
 

  Due Date 
   

 Make sure that supervision meetings provide all staff with clear 
guidance and timely targets to support their continuous 
development. This is with particular reference to supporting more 
rapid improvement to the quality of teaching. 

06/05/2016 

   

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 improve the programme for observing teaching and learning so that it is regular and 

staff have timely feedback on their work 
  

 make better use of information gained from assessment of children's development to 
check the progress made by different groups of children and make sure that teaching 
supports them to make as much progress as possible. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed activities in the playroom and the outdoor area.  
  

 The inspector spoke to members of staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection and held meetings with the manager and chair of the management 
committee.  

  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.  
  

 The inspector took account of the views of parents whose children currently attend the 
playgroup.  

  

 The inspector looked at children's records, planning documentation, evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the playgroup and a range of other documentation, 
including policies and procedures.  

  

  

Inspector  

Joanne Mary Smith 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management  requires improvement 
 

The manager has a secure knowledge and understanding of how young children learn and 
develop. This is reflected in a well-planned and resourced environment, which offers 
children play and learning opportunities to support their all-round development. A range of 
relevant policies and procedures is in place to positively support the operation of the 
playgroup. Staff have a sound understanding of what to do if they are concerned about 
the welfare of a child or the behaviour of an adult. The arrangements for safeguarding are 
effective. The manager, with good support from the management committee, has made 
several positive changes to the playgroup in the past year, particularly to the environment 
and the curriculum. Staff now have annual appraisals and regular meetings with the 
manager. These, however, are not used well enough to tackle poor work practices. As a 
result, weak teaching which has already been identified, is not being improved quickly 
enough.     

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment  requires improvement 
 

Although all staff are qualified and attend training and development events, the quality of 
teaching is too variable. Some staff are perceptive and skilful in how they support children 
to extend and develop their play. A child building with bricks was helped to find work tools 
to build his wall and, using a book for reference, learned about using safety goggles to 
protect his eyes. He was challenged to think about how he could fasten the bricks 
together to make his wall safe and praised when he worked out sand would be better than 
nails. Other staff take on more of a supervisory role and do not make the most of 
opportunities to extend children's learning. When children were outdoors staff watched 
and controlled the children riding around on toys, but spent little time talking to them or 
supporting children to take part in the other activities provided.  
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

Children behave well when they are at playgroup. Most staff provide gentle reminders to 
children about what is expected of them, so that children can understand what they need 
to change in the way they behave. Children play well alongside each other and, in most 
cases, can share and cooperate with other children. Some good strategies are used to 
help children to understand how to share and take turns. For example, a timer is used as 
a visual tool so that children know when their turn on the computer has ended. In a small 
group activity children patiently waited for their turn to count spots on a dice or recognise 
the numeral on a dice. The activity was well-led by a staff member who created a good 
balance of individual and group participation, with the whole group joining in to clap and 
count to the correct amount. 
   

 

Outcomes for children require improvement 
 

Children are developing valuable skills in readiness for starting school. They handle tools, 
such as scissors and paintbrushes with control; recognise letters and numbers, and dress 
themselves for outdoor play with little adult support. While it is known that children make 
progress, too little is known about the differences between how different groups of 
children learn and whether teaching needs to be adapted to improve children's progress.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY434209 

Local authority Nottinghamshire 

Inspection number 1024535 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 4 

Total number of places 20 

Number of children on roll 17 

Name of provider Elston Pre-school Playgroup Committee 

Date of previous inspection 13 November 2014 

Telephone number 01636525849 

 

Elston Pre-school Playgroup was registered in 2011. It is a committee run playgroup. The 
playgroup is situated in purpose-built premises on the school site of All Saints 
Anglican/Methodist Primary School, Elston near Newark. The playgroup employs five 
members of childcare staff. Of these, three hold appropriate early years qualification at 
level 3 and two hold appropriate early years qualification at level 2. The playgroup opens 
Monday to Friday, term time only, from 8.45am until 3pm. The playgroup provides funded 

early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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