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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

23 October 2015  
10 May 2011 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 The partnerships with parents are exemplary. Staff complete detailed records that show 
the progress that each child is making across all areas of learning. They help parents to 
build on their children's learning at home. Staff work well with other professionals. 

  

 Staff support children's physical skills particularly well. The safe, stimulating outdoor 
environment gives children very good opportunities to be active as they run about 
freely and learn to take appropriate risks. 

  

 There is a strong emphasis on supporting children's early literacy skills. Children learn 
to link sounds to letters, for example, as they take part in writing and rhyming 
activities. 

  

 Children are happy and settled. Staff establish warm and caring relationships, which 
help children to settle well and develop in confidence. 

  

 The manager demonstrates a positive attitude towards developing practice. She 
evaluates and monitors staff practice and children's progress effectively, and identifies 
areas for improvement.  

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Staff are enthusiastic and have high expectations of all children as they plan and 
implement activities to support children's mathematical development. However, at 
times, some activities are too challenging for some of the younger children. As a result 
they lose concentration during small group activities. 

  

 There is a well-established programme for staff training and supervision, underpinned 
by observations of practice. However this does not clearly identify how staff can further 
improve and develop their practice to become even more effective teachers. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
 
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 develop further the educational programme for mathematics to ensure that it fully 

supports the development needs of all children, particularly the younger ones, at all 
times 

  

 strengthen the existing systems for staff supervision to identify how to further develop 
the existing good practice. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector undertook observations of children and staff interactions with them, both 
inside and outdoors.  

  

 The inspector spoke to staff and had discussions with the nursery manager.  
  

 The inspector spoke to a number of parents to gain their views of the setting.  
  

 The inspector reviewed a sample of relevant paperwork, including policy documents, 
children's learning records and planning documents.  

  

 The inspector invited the manager to complete a joint observation with her. This was 
not taken up.  

  

  

Inspector  

Janet Harvell 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

The manager has a good understanding of the Early Years Foundation Stage; she plans 
activities that cover all areas of learning and build on children's skills and understanding. 
This means that all children are making good progress in their development, relevant to 
their starting points. The manager is currently completing an early years post-graduate 
qualification, which she uses well to develop existing practice. For example, the well-
designed outdoor area promotes children's self-confidence and independence, and 
prepares them well for the next stage in their learning. The setting has not notified Ofsted 
of adults who live in the residential areas located above, and attached to, the nursery. 
This means that the setting has failed to meet in full the safeguarding and welfare 
requirements. All adults have completed Disclosure and Barring Service checks and staff 
ensure that children are always supervised. Therefore, the impact of this breach on the 
safeguarding of children is minimal. Discussions with staff about the safeguarding 
practices in place show that the safeguarding is effective.     

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

Staff carry out weekly observations on each child and use these to identify children's 
progress towards the early learning goals. Staff use this information effectively to set 
individual targets which support children's continued development. Children enjoy their 
time in the homely, well-organised environment; they make spontaneous choices from the 
wide range of resources both inside and outdoors, and are becoming independent 
learners. Adult-led activities support children's early language well. For example, while 
preparing pumpkin soup, children discussed the texture of the vegetable and were 
encouraged to use words that described the differences between the raw and cooked 
soup. There are good opportunities for children to explore the local environment; for 
example, they go on regular walks, where they talk about the differences they observe. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

The daily routine provides good opportunities for children to develop self-care skills as 
they wash their hands before eating and cooking. They also develop coordination, for 
example, as they pour their own drinks at snack time. Children's awareness of safe 
practices are demonstrated when they explain the rules to be followed when using knives 
for cutting up pumpkins to be used in a soup recipe. Children behave well; they take turns 
and learn to say 'please' and 'thank you'. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

All children make good progress in their learning and development. They have good 
opportunities to take part in both adult-led and child-initiated activities. These help them 
to learn new skills and gain in confidence and independence.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 105912 

Local authority Devon 

Inspection number 845886 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Day care type Childcare - Domestic 

Age range of children 2 - 5 

Total number of places 26 

Number of children on roll 38 

Name of provider  

Date of previous inspection 10 May 2011 

Telephone number  

 

Start Right Nursery School first registered in 1988. The nursery is privately owned and 
operates from the proprietor's home in the Countess Wear area of Exeter, Devon. It is 
open from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, during school term times. It provides funded 
early years education for children aged three and four years. Most staff hold early years 
qualifications at levels 2 or 3. There are two staff with Qualified Teacher Status, and the 
manager holds Early Years Professional Status and is a qualified teacher. The nursery also 

receives funding to care for children under the local authority's '2together' programme.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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