Poppies Nursery
St Mary's Lower School, Rook tree Lane, STOTFOLD, Bedfordshire, SG5 4DL

Inspection date
Previous inspection date

14 October 2015
16 October 2008
This inspection:

Outstanding

1

Previous inspection:

Outstanding

1

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Outstanding

1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Outstanding

1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Outstanding

1

Outcomes for children

Outstanding

1

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

 The well-qualified staff consistently use excellent teaching methods. They
enthusiastically follow children's interests and confidently extend their learning so that
all children thrive.

 The exceptionally well-established key-person system ensures that parents are fully
aware of what their children have been doing and how they are progressing. When
children first start attending the nursery, staff watch them to find out about their
personalities and interests before carefully matching them with a key person. This helps
children build exceptionally strong bonds very quickly.

 The owner and her senior management team use robust selection and recruitment
procedures to ensure that all staff are suitable to work with children and are qualified
for their specific role within the nursery. New staff receive support through an in-depth
induction to make sure they follow and understand all the nursery's policies and
procedures.

 Staff understand and respect that children learn in many different ways. The outside

area is as well resourced as the inside. Children are immersed in purposeful activity as
they explore and experiment. They return to favourite activities, helping them to solve
even more complex problems as they build upon their prior learning.

 The owner constantly reviews and evaluates every aspect of the nursery. The views of

staff, parents, children and other professionals are highly valued. Their ideas and views,
which are regularly requested, are incorporated into actions to adapt and enhance the
exceptionally high-quality care and education.

 Children behave exceptionally well within the nursery. Staff gently remind them to walk

inside the playroom, to be kind to each other and to share the playthings and
equipment. Children help to tidy up, continuing to solve problems as they stack building
blocks in their box and sort coloured crayons to different containers.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 explore ambitious training and development opportunities, enhancing the wealth of
knowledge and understanding that staff use when introducing new and exciting ideas
into the nursery.

Inspection activities

 The inspector observed activities both in the inside and the outside areas of the nursery
and spoke to staff and children at appropriate times throughout the inspection.

 The inspector held meetings at appropriate times with the nursery owner and senior
staff present that day.

 The inspector carried out a joint observation and discussed the teaching and learning
with senior staff.

 The inspector looked at evidence of the suitability of staff working with children and a
range of documentation, including the safeguarding procedures.

 The inspector looked at children's records, monitoring systems, planning documentation
and daily communication records.

 The inspector spoke to staff about procedures for settling children into nursery and
moving on to school.

 The inspector took into account the views of parents spoken to on the day and as
recorded in questionnaires.
Inspector
Katrina Rodden

Inspection report: Poppies Nursery, 14 October 2015

3 of 5

Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Managers ensure that all staff follow and
fully understand the robust procedures in place to keep children safe. Managers regularly
review all the policies and procedures used in the nursery to ensure that all statutory and
government requirements are followed. They seek training and gather information to help
them incorporate new initiatives and key changes. All staff receive supervision and support
in their roles in a variety of regular and constructive ways. The owner uses accurate
methods to monitor the progress of all children in the nursery. She analyses the impact of
learning on different groups of children, helping to ensure all children make excellent
progress. Managers and staff work exceptionally closely with other agencies and
professionals. They value the input from others and share relevant information to support
children and their families most effectively.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding
All staff use their tremendous knowledge and understanding of how children learn, helping
to rapidly move children to the next stage in their learning and development. They
encourage children to use familiar equipment in imaginative ways. Children work together
to create an enormous space rocket from cardboard boxes. Staff introduce new challenges
into children's activities. Children enjoy constructing roads and obstacles from wooden
blocks. They enthusiastically work out how to move remote control cars over and around
their creations. This helps them to develop their understanding of technology. Staff teach
children about different cultures and help them find out more about their local community.
Staff take children on walks and invite different people into the nursery to show and tell
the children about their jobs.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding
Children feel very secure in the nursery. They quickly gain confidence to begin to learn
and how to take developmentally appropriate risks during activities. For instance, children
enjoy climbing on crates and logs. Staff regularly ask children how they are feeling,
helping them learn how to express themselves and recognise the emotions of others.
Parents and staff share the achievements and successes of the children. Parents provide
photographs and news from home in daily communication books. Staff also share
children's achievements. They write on a large image of a tree, for all to see, by the
nursery entrance. Children begin to develop good hygiene skills and learn the importance
of fresh air and exercise. Staff effectively find ways to allow all children to socialise as they
eat their lunch and snack together. They very carefully ensure that children, including
those with allergies and health needs, are included in every aspect of nursery life without
compromising their safety.
Outcomes for children are outstanding
All children, including those who speak English as an additional language, make
exceptionally good progress in their learning and development. Staff carefully plan
activities that focus on children's next steps right from their first days in nursery so that,
when the time comes, they are equipped with the skills they will need for school.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY217430

Local authority

Central Bedfordshire

Inspection number

848182

Type of provision

Sessional provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Age range of children

2-5

Total number of places

64

Number of children on roll

80

Name of provider

Poppies Nursery Ltd

Date of previous inspection

16 October 2008

Telephone number

07814 204 126

Poppies Nursery was first registered in 1998 and changed to its current registration in
2002. It operates during school term time and sessions are Monday to Friday from 9am to
11.30am and from 12.30pm to 3pm, with a lunch club between 11.30am and 12.30pm.
The nursery provides funded education for two-, three-, and four-year-old children and
supports children who speak English as an additional language. The nursery employs 21
members of childcare staff, of whom 17 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level
3 or above, including one with Early Years Professional status.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

Inspection report: Poppies Nursery, 14 October 2015

5 of 5

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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