ABC Preschool
(Swalecliffe)
Swalecliffe Community Primary School, Bridgefield Road, Swalecliffe, Whitstable,
Kent, CT5 2PH

Inspection date
Previous inspection date

8 October 2015
20 May 2011
This inspection:

Outstanding

1

Previous inspection:

Outstanding

1

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Outstanding

1

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Outstanding

1

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Outstanding

1

Outcomes for children

Outstanding

1

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

 Leadership and management is inspirational. Leaders have high expectations for
themselves and staff in meeting children's individual needs and sustain a very high
standard. They rigorously monitor staff practice to ensure excellence.

 Staff are highly skilled at focusing on children's play ideas and helping children to learn
key skills as they play and have fun. This helps children to make rapid progress.

 Children show great independence as they explore the stimulating learning
environment that staff have created, both indoors and outside. As result, children are
highly motivated to play and learn.

 Different groups of children, such as those learning English as an additional language,
make rapid progress in gaining new skills.

 Staff are excellent role models for children. They show children how to be thoughtful
and polite because they treat everyone in the setting with great consideration. Staff
extend this to the local community by involving children in fundraising for local and
national charities

 Children enjoy taking turns to sit on a children's committee where they can make
decisions about planning or ideas for charity fundraising. This gives children experience
of sharing views and making group decisions, and shows them how much they are
valued in this setting.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 extend further the opportunities for children to develop their ability to analyse and
solve problems.

Inspection activities

 The inspector observed children at play in the playroom and outdoors.
 The inspector spoke to parents to gather their views.
 The inspector and manager carried out a joint observation.
 The inspector examined a range of documentation, including children's records and
incident files.

 The inspector spoke to staff, children and the manager.
Inspector
Susan McCourt
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding
Safeguarding is effective. Staff have a detailed and up-to date understanding of how to
protect children and know exactly what to do should they have concerns about the welfare
of a child. Staff benefit from a wide range of training opportunities, such as courses or
learning from senior staff. Staff share their training with colleagues. For example, staff
who learn about particular additional needs pass on information so that children have
highly consistent care. Leaders and managers use a wide range of effective methods to
analyse children's progress accurately and identify any areas for improvement. This means
they are able to take well-targeted action to improve planning, resources and staff skills,
and sustain an extremely high standard.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding
Staff have excellent teaching skills. For example, they set up really interesting activities
that children can explore and investigate at their own pace. Children relish opportunities to
set their own challenges, such as constructing steps to their tower or mixing the right
shade of paint. They learn to make decisions about how to achieve their goals with skilled
support from staff. However, occasionally, children have fewer opportunities to fully
explore problem-solving and to stretch their thinking skills. Parents are highly appreciative
of their partnership with staff. Parents tell staff about activities and learning that has
happened at home and staff use this information in their planning and assessment. This
means that staff have a very accurate knowledge of children's skills and achievements.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding
Staff make excellent use of home visits to start getting to know the children and their
families, and then spend lots of time playing together with them in the setting in the first
few weeks. As a result, children build extremely strong attachments to their key person
and other staff, which promotes their emotional development. Staff take very special care
to meet children's individual needs. They take time to teach children the skills they need
to take care of their personal hygiene, to enjoy healthy eating and develop their physical
skills. This means that children have excellent opportunities for their physical care and
development. Children also gain exemplary skills in managing their feelings and behaviour.
Staff are excellent role models and children learn to value and respect themselves and
others, and grow in confidence.
Outcomes for children are outstanding
Children make excellent progress across all areas of learning, building on their strengths
and making rapid progress when gaining new skills. For example, younger children quickly
achieve excellent social and communication skills. Older children build on their already
first-rate mathematical abilities and imaginative play ideas. Overall, children acquire
excellent skills to help them in their future learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY396741

Local authority

Kent

Inspection number

822467

Type of provision

Full-time provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Age range of children

2-4

Total number of places

32

Number of children on roll

72

Name of provider

Michelle Bush & Rachel Shulver Partnership

Date of previous inspection

20 May 2011

Telephone number

07990894442

ABC Preschool at Swalecliffe registered in 2009 in Swalecliffe, in Whitstable, Kent. The
pre-school is open each weekday from 8.50am to 3pm for 38 weeks of the year. They
receive funding for free early education sessions for children aged two, three and four
years of age. The pre-school employs 10 staff, eight of whom hold appropriate early years
qualifications.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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