
   

 

Poppyfield    
Fairfield Lower School, Fairfield Park, Stotfold, Bedfordshire, SG5 4FB    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

25 September 2015  
20 May 2009 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Outstanding  1   

Previous inspection: Outstanding  1 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding  1 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1  

Outcomes for children Outstanding  1 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is outstanding   
  

 All leaders have high expectations for all children to achieve well and to do their best. 
They have an outstanding understanding of how well children are doing and how to 
improve even further. Leaders check on the performance of staff very effectively, 
resulting in excellent development opportunities. 

  

 Parents are overwhelmingly positive about the nursery and feel that their children are 
well cared for. Parents say they are very well informed about their children's learning. 
All staff have an excellent understanding of safeguarding procedures and how to make 
sure children are always safe. 

  

 The nursery's physical environment is highly stimulating and supports learning well. It 
is very well resourced with a range of well-chosen toys and games, which engage 
children quickly and enhance their enjoyment of learning. 

  

 Children are excited about coming into the nursery and being able to choose their 
favourite toy. The relationships between children and adults are warm and caring. As a 
result, all children feel secure, safe, happy and ready to learn. 

  

 All children make outstanding progress from their starting points. They use their 
knowledge well to help make links with all areas of learning. This helps them to acquire 
a wide range of skills and enables them to become very well equipped for their next 
steps in education. 

  

 Children are learning to be highly independent. For example, while hunting for spiders 
they found and used the magnifying glass together, practising the skill of sharing it 
between them. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
 
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 assess more fully children's skills and knowledge on entering the nursery to further 

enhance and sustain their excellent progress. 
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector held a meeting with the nursery owner and manager.  
  

 The inspector looked at relevant documentation, such as the nursery's self-evaluation 
and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.  

  

 The inspector viewed the areas of the premises, including the indoor and outdoor 
space.  

  

 The inspector spoke to a small selection of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.  

  

 The inspector completed a joint observation with the owner and nursery manager.  
  

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors, 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.  

  

  

Inspector  

Emma Merva 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding   
 

Leaders relentlessly pursue excellence, which has a very positive impact on all children 
and all aspects of this outstanding nursery provision. This also makes sure that all staff 
have an excellent understanding of safeguarding requirements and enables children to be 
safe. The arrangements for safeguarding are very effective. All staff are vigilant in 
maintaining a safe, physical environment. Reflective practice and comprehensive staff 
training is well embedded into the nursery's work. For example, rigorous systems are in 
place to both monitor and improve staff performance. The work of the nursery is regularly 
reviewed to determine what is going well and what needs to be improved further. 
Different groups and abilities of children are carefully measured to rectify any gaps in 
learning. The curriculum is very well planned. Examples of particularly strong practice 
include social skills, such as taking turns, and high-quality provision for mathematics and 
literacy. The nursery embeds key values, such as mutual respect, well-developed listening 
skills and respect for each other's property. The nursery forms highly successful links with 
local schools and other agencies to support children's continuity of learning.      

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding   
 

Staff have an excellent understanding of children's needs. Adults work is focused on 
developing children's skills in all areas of learning. Particularly effective areas are support 
for speaking, listening and use of numbers. For example, adults pronounce and use words 
very carefully to make certain that children say them correctly and understand how to use 
them. Equally high-quality help is given to counting. Children are made carefully aware of 
daily expectations so they understand completely what is expected of them. This helps 
them grow as learners and prepares them well for future education. All children's learning 
is accurately tracked and shared well with parents. This enables all children to make 
excellent progress. However, managers recognise there is potential to enhance the 
assessment of skills and learning at the start of nursery to maximise children's progress.  
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding   
 

Children are warmly welcomed and encouraged to settle in quickly into nursery where 
they make friends and gain confidence. Staff expectations for behaviour are fully 
communicated and understood so children soon learn to manage their own behaviour, 
support each other and develop mutual respect. Each child's development needs are 
accurately identified by staff and these are strongly enhanced by the use of key workers. 
They have a very clear knowledge of specific children's needs and are able to apply 
tailored support. Children enjoy coming to the nursery and all attend well.  
   

 

Outcomes for children are outstanding  
 

From their starting points all children, including all groups and levels of ability, make 
outstanding progress. Their literacy skills are very well developed they can read their own 
names and recognise letters. Using numbers is given a high priority in all areas of 
learning. This enables all children to demonstrate excellent skills in counting. 
   



Inspection report: Poppyfield, 25 September 2015  4 of 5 

 

 

 

 

  

Setting details 

Unique reference number EY359845 

Local authority Central Bedfordshire 

Inspection number 849596 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 2 - 8 

Total number of places 108 

Number of children on roll 108 

Name of provider Poppies Nursery Ltd 

Date of previous inspection 20 May 2009 

Telephone number 01462830008 

 

Poppyfield is one of two settings run by the proprietor and was registered in 2007. The 
nursery employs 15 members of childcare staff, of whom 14 hold qualifications ranging 
from level 2 to level 4. The owner holds Early Years Professional status. The nursery 
opens Monday to Friday, during term time. Sessions are from 8am to 6pm. The nursery 
also operates according to demand during school holidays. The nursery provides funded 

early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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