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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

21 September 2015  
19 January 2010 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Outstanding  1   

Previous inspection: Outstanding  1 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Outstanding  1 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Outstanding 1 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Outstanding 1  

Outcomes for children Outstanding  1 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is outstanding   
  

 The childminder and her assistants provide an excellent setting where children thrive in 
their care. The range of activities, toys and play materials are exemplary. Children 
thoroughly enjoy the exciting learning opportunities in the exceptionally stimulating 
environment. 

  

 The childminder and her assistants have an excellent knowledge of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. They have very high expectations of what children can achieve and 
use their teaching expertise to inspire children's interest and learning. Children are 
highly enthusiastic and eager to join in, gaining excellent skills for future learning and 
preparation for school. 

  

 The childminder is passionate about the quality of her provision and successfully strives 
to make further improvements. Professional development and monitoring of children's 
progress is extremely rigorous. The childminder is exceptionally well organised in her 
approach to childcare. 

  

 There are excellent relationships with children and their families. The childminder 
sensitively tailors her childcare arrangements to meet the needs of each family. Parents 
provide extremely positive feedback and refer to the 'fantastic, nurturing environment' 
and 'exceptional care'. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
 
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 give children more time to complete their own investigations before moving on to the 

next activity.  
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the childminder, assistants and children in their activities.  
  

 The inspector held discussions with the childminder and her assistants.  
  

 The inspector sampled children's development records and carried out joint 
observations with the childminder.  

  

 The inspector checked required certificates and specific documentation.  
  

 The inspector took account of the childminder's self-evaluation and feedback from 
parents.  

  

  

Inspector  

Julie Wright 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is outstanding   
 

The childminder has taken exemplary steps to increase teaching skills further. She 
employs a highly qualified assistant who has supported staff to an advanced level of 
teaching. This particularly benefits the more able children, who receive further challenges, 
especially in their communication and language. The childminder and her assistants attend 
various courses, which refresh their excellent knowledge of policies and procedures. 
Safeguarding is highly effective. The childminder and her assistants demonstrate 
competent knowledge in child protection matters. The childminder ensures that all persons 
working with children are suitable through rigorous checks. She monitors their ongoing 
suitability through highly effective supervision and observations of their practice.  
     

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is outstanding   
 

The educational programme is exceptional. The childminder and her assistants provide 
excellent support to children. Exciting activities promote children's development extremely 
well. Young children listen with keen interest and readily contribute at circle time, which 
shows very good concentration and confidence. Children benefit greatly from individual 
support and numerous group activities. They learn to write, to recognise numbers, and to 
link letters with sounds. The childminder and her assistants support children's earliest 
literacy skills extremely well, working with the local school to help prepare children for 
their move. The childminder and her assistants frequently discuss planning and activities 
with parents, which very successfully involves them in their children's learning.  
 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are outstanding   
 

Children show an excellent sense of belonging. They make confident and independent 
choices, and use the resources exceptionally well. Children sit and draw quietly, with very 
good focus on their pencil control. Others play imaginatively in the role-play kitchen and 
with the toy workbench. Children chatter and play exceptionally well together as they 
share toys and ideas. The childminder and her assistants plan innovative activities to link 
with current themes and reinforce learning. For instance, children investigate a model 
skeleton to learn about their bodies. They show fascination as they inspect the bones, 
although the childminder does not give them enough time to fully explore this before 
initiating a related story. The childminder and her assistants are highly conscientious of 
children's welfare and safety. They teach them from a young age how to be safe and how 
to find help when needed. Gentle prompts remind children about expectations of 
behaviour, such as to 'listen please'.  
 
   

 

Outcomes for children are outstanding  
 

Children have a wonderful time and thoroughly enjoy their learning. They are highly 
inquisitive and constantly busy, and make excellent progress from their starting points.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY308752 

Local authority Cornwall 

Inspection number 827148 

Type of provision Childminder 

Day care type Childminder 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 12 

Number of children on roll 13 

Name of provider  

Date of previous inspection 19 January 2010 

Telephone number  

 

The childminder registered in 2005. She lives in the village of Downderry, near Torpoint, 
Cornwall. Care is available for children each weekday from 6.30am to 10pm, during term 
time and school holidays. The childminder receives early education funding to provide free 
places for children aged two, three and four years old. The childminder employs assistants 
to help with the care of the children. The childminder and her assistants have relevant 
childcare qualifications, including one assistant with Qualified Teacher Status. The 
childminder offers transport to and from children's own homes.  
 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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