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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

23 September 2015  
6 March 2014 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 High priority is placed on supporting children's communication and language skills. Staff 
talk to children about what they are doing, model language and give them time to 
respond when they ask questions. Consequently, all children become confident and 
self-assured speakers. 

  

 Children with additional needs are supported extremely well. Close partnership working 
with parents and other professionals ensure children receive the intervention and 
support they require in order to achieve their individual potential. 

  

 Leaders and managers share the same vision for the pre-school and this is embedded 
in daily practice. The management work as a team to continually improve the provision. 
They have high expectations of staff and meet regularly to discuss practice and monitor 
the impact improvements have had on the quality of the provision.  

  

 Children thrive as they become confident and independent learners keen to explore and 
learn through an exciting range of experiences, both inside and out. Children build 
positive relationships with their peers and are well prepared for the next stage in their 
learning. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Leaders do not have a secure enough picture of how well groups of children who 
attend the pre-school are progressing. 

  

 Opportunities to keep all parents more regularly informed about their child's next steps 
in their learning and how to support this at home have not been fully considered. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
 
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 introduce systems to monitor the progress made by different groups of children in 

order to identify and close any differences in achievement 
  

 find ways to share information more regularly with parents about children's next steps 
in their development so they can support and extend children's learning further at 
home.  

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the impact this has on children's 
learning both indoors and outdoors.  

  

 The inspector held a meeting with members of the management team, including the 
committee.  

  

 The inspector spoke to staff and children throughout the inspection.  
  

 The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager.  
  

 The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their views.  
  

 The inspector looked at a range of documentation, including records of the progress 
children have made, evidence of suitability of staff working in the pre-school and action 
plans for improvement.  

  

  

Inspector  

Gill Wallace 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

Robust performance management arrangements ensure staff continue to develop their 
expertise and skills through regular developmental opportunities. For example, recent 
training has seen the introduction of new teaching techniques, including 'bucket time', 
which has had a positive impact on developing children's listening and attention skills. 
Leaders have significantly enhanced the outside learning environment to provide a wide 
range of sensory experiences for children to explore. This continues to be developed 
through the introduction of the mud kitchen and bug house. Even the youngest of children 
show great fascination and curiosity as they watch the worm they have found wriggle 
around in the bug catcher. Safeguarding arrangements are effective and all staff know 
and implement secure procedures to promote children's health, safety and well-being.     

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

Children have wonderful opportunities to express their imagined ideas and pursue their 
curiosity through play. They show great fascination in the pre-school snails, Sid and Sally, 
and relish opportunities to explore how they move. Staff make excellent use of 
opportunities to talk to children and question them. For example, they discuss the 
different features of the snails and talk about how they carry their homes on their backs. 
Children suggest feeding the snails. They cut the vegetables left over from snack time 
before placing the snails gently back in the tank so they can eat. Staff are excellent role 
models to children and support them to solve problems for themselves. For example, 
younger children compare the straight and curved edges as they work out where to place 
the pieces in the puzzle. Highly skilled staff know when to support and when to sit back 
and observe to ensure children lead their own learning. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

The routine and wonderful organisation of the environment allows children to make 
choices about where they play and what they do. Consequently, they are engrossed in 
their learning and their behaviour is very good. Younger children settle exceptionally well. 
They are confident to fetch their comforters when they become tired and place these back 
with their belongings very quickly as they become immersed in another activity. Staff 
know all children extremely well and the key person system is highly successful in 
strengthening relationships between home and the setting. Staff identify targets for each 
child to work towards that feed into the weekly planning. Parents currently meet each 
term with the key person to discuss their child's progress and how they can support their 
development at home. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

Staff have an excellent knowledge of children's interests and abilities and skilfully adapt 
their approach to support and challenge children in their learning. Robust assessment and 
monitoring of individual children's development ensures that gaps in children's 
achievements are identified and appropriate targets set to work towards. Consequently, all 
children make good progress. They are keen to participate in activities and play a dynamic 
role in their learning. Older children develop the key skills they need to start school. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 131562 

Local authority Southampton 

Inspection number 1027692 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 2 - 5 

Total number of places 26 

Number of children on roll 33 

Name of provider Squirrels Corner Pre-School Committee 

Date of previous inspection 6 March 2014 

Telephone number 07808 436313 

 

Squirrels Corner Pre-school opened in 1991 and re-registered in 1998. It operates from 
Moorlands Community Centre in the West End of Southampton. The pre-school operates 
from one room and there is an enclosed outdoor play area. It is open each weekday from 
9am to 3.30pm during school term times. Children attend from the local community and 
surrounding areas. The pre-school supports children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities and children who learn English as an additional language. The pre-school 
provides free early education for children aged two, three and four years. There are six 
staff who work directly with the children, all of whom hold early years qualifications at 

level 3 or above. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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