
   

 

First Steps Nursery    
West End Road, Maxey, PETERBOROUGH, PE6 9HA    

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

17 September 2015  
16 November 2011 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Teaching is consistently good throughout the nursery. Staff understand children well 
and are knowledgeable about how to plan children's learning through purposeful play. 
Consequently, children enjoy the wide variety of activities and support offered by staff. 

  

 Babies' and toddlers' physical skills are promoted well. Staff provide plenty of space for 
them to safely take their first steps and enjoy activities, such as throwing balls and 
using small bikes. Staff provide comfortable and restful environments where children 
and babies can sleep peacefully and refresh their energy. 

  

 Staff recognise how the natural environment surrounding the nursery can enhance 
children's experiences. They take every opportunity to plan trips to explore the local 
community. This teaches children about the natural world and promotes their good 
health as they exercise in the fresh air. 

  

 Self-evaluation is good. Managers involve staff, parents and children in the reflective 
process. Consequently, action plans are firmly targeted on improving the nursery for all 
children. 

  

 Staff are knowledgeable about how to keep children safe. They know who to report 
concerns to and are vigilant of children's safety at all times. As a result, children can 
play and learn without fear of harm. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 The resources and the layout of the 'Bumble Bee' room is occasionally disorganised and 
the use of the garden is not maximised. This means children cannot always select 
certain activities and the space inside is sometimes cramped. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further  
 
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 make the most of the space available for children in the 'Bumble Bee' group, giving 

them room to play and independently choose their own toys, both inside and outside. 
  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities indoors and outdoors 
and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.  

  

 The inspector completed a joint observation with the nursery's deputy manager.  
  

 The inspector held a meeting with the nursery's deputy manager. She looked at 
relevant documentation, such as the nursery's self-evaluation and evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the setting.  

  

 The inspector spoke to a small selection of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.  

  

  

Inspector  

Jacqueline Baker 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

The leadership team has a good understanding of their responsibilities. Monitoring of 
children's progress is effective in ensuring children have the support they need to progress 
well. Managers are also proactive in monitoring staff performance. This ensures the 
standard of teaching is consistent and helps staff to develop their own practice and skills. 
Training courses are attended whenever possible and this has particularly enhanced 
teaching to improve younger children's speech, listening and language skills. The 
arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Staff undergo background checks and are 
required to undertake an induction as part of the recruitment procedure. Consequently, 
only the best candidates are employed. Managers have sought and developed strong 
partnerships with other providers and schools, which is beneficial as children move from 
one to the other. Parents speak highly of the nursery and are fully informed of children's 
progress. They appreciate how staff build strong bonds with individual children and the 
impact that this has on children's confidence and sense of well-being.     

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

Children are kept busy at nursery. They find plenty of activities and toys to interest them, 
which supports their development well across all seven areas of learning. Children in the 
main building have the benefit of a stimulating environment, both inside and outside. 
Resources are well organised. This supports them to be independent in choosing which 
resources they want to play with. However, this is not the case for children in the 'Bumble 
Bee' room. The area is sometimes cluttered in places and children are not able to select 
resources, such as jigsaw puzzles, for themselves. Furthermore, the use of the garden is 
not always maximised, preventing younger children from taking their learning into a 
different and more spacious environment. Staff support children well, they join in with 
children's play and extend their learning whenever possible. 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

Babies settle quickly in the setting. They are well supported by knowledgeable staff and 
are cared for in a homely and nurturing environment. Key staff throughout the nursery 
have strong bonds with children. This is evident as children seek them out and involve 
them in their games. Behaviour is good. Staff offer consistent messages about sharing, 
taking turns and good manners, which contribute well to children's ability to make friends 
and play happily together. Children enjoy healthy foods at mealtimes and take part in 
sociable conversations with friends and staff. 
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

All children make good progress in the nursery. They are interested in learning, are 
becoming independent and are able to concentrate well on their chosen activities. Older 
children are keen to demonstrate their literacy skills and are preparing well for their 
eventual move to school. They recognise familiar letters in their names and know the 
sounds they represent. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY423564 

Local authority Peterborough 

Inspection number 852423 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 5 

Total number of places 54 

Number of children on roll 48 

Name of provider First Steps Nursery (Maxey) Limited 

Date of previous inspection 16 November 2011 

Telephone number 01778 341522 

 

First Steps Nursery was registered in 2011. The nursery employs 15 members of childcare 
staff. Of these, 13 hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or above. The 
nursery opens from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year round, except for the week 
between Christmas and New Year. The nursery provides funded early education for two-, 
three- and four-year-old children. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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