
   

 

Apple Blossom Day 
Nursery   

 

Apple Blossom Day Nursery, London Road, Strete Ralegh, Whimple, EXETER, EX5 
2PT   

 

 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

15 September 2015  
15 April 2015 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Inadequate  4 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management Good  2 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Good 2 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare Good 2  

Outcomes for children Good  2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 The owner has successfully improved many aspects of the nursery. They have 
implemented robust systems for monitoring the quality of teaching and assessment of 
children's progress. Staff continue to improve their practice through accessing good 
training opportunities and receiving ongoing coaching. 

  

 Children enjoy their time at the nursery. Staff use observations and assessments to 
provide activities which are both challenging and enjoyable. 

  

 Children are safe, secure and happy in the setting. They settle in quickly as they arrive 
because staff reassure them and their parents, as they separate from each other. This 
means that parents leave feeling confident that their children's well-being is fully met 
by the high level of care that staff provide. 

  

 Parents are complimentary about the nursery. They receive regular feedback about the 
activities that their children have participated in and the progress they make. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Some staff do not always notice and pick up the signs and cues from the younger 
children to fully establish early communication and support children's developing 
language and social skills. 

  

 The organisation of daily routines means that children are left waiting for the next 
activity for periods of time during the day. 

  



Inspection report: Apple Blossom Day Nursery, 15 September 2015  2 of 5 

 

 

 

 

What the setting needs to do to improve further  
 
 
 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 improve all staff's awareness of identifying and responding to young children's early 

communication signals to consistently promote children's emerging language and fully 
support their emotional development  

  

 review the organisation of daily routines so that children are not kept waiting for long 
periods between activities. 

  

 

Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed staff and children indoors and outdoors.  
  

 The inspector spoke with the owner, assistant manager and staff at appropriate times 
during the inspection.  

  

 The inspector sampled documentation including policies, staff suitability checks and 
children's learning records.  

  

 The inspector reviewed the setting's self-evaluation and discussed action plans with the 
owner.  

  

 The inspector spoke to some parents to gain their views on the day of inspection.  
  

  

Inspector  

Katherine Lamb 
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Inspection findings 
 

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good   
 

The owner has successfully addressed the actions and recommendations raised at the last 
inspection and fully meets all the requirements. The owner and staff have updated their 
child protection training and have a good understanding of their responsibility to keep 
children safe. Safeguarding is effective. The owner observes staff to monitor their teaching 
and performance, and to identify the strengths and areas for development. She takes 
suitable action, such as restructuring the room for the younger children. There have been 
a number of staff changes, but the owner has worked hard to maintain consistency. Staff 
are well qualified and say that they are supported well through supervision and training to 
reflect on their practice. For example, staff now use more counting and numbers in 
children's play. The owner checks that adults working with children are suitable and makes 
sure that recruitment and induction processes are robust. Parents spoken to at inspection 
said that they were happy with their children's care and felt well informed. 
     

 

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good   
 

Staff successfully observe, plan, assess and monitor children's learning and development. 
They engage in children's play and use spontaneous opportunities to develop children's 
learning and understanding, for example, involving mathematics by questioning children to 
identify if they need more or less bricks to finish their building. Staff sensitively support 
older children's communication skills by talking to them about what they are doing. This 
helps children to be highly motivated and engaged while they enjoy playing and learning. 
Staff support babies' interest in books and songs, using puppets to involve them in the 
story. Children are inquisitive and ask questions, and are confident to test out their ideas.  
 
  

 

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good   
 

Children are happy and enjoy their time at the nursery. Staff gather information about 
children's routines and preferences and use this to help them to settle. Children build firm 
relationships and form secure attachments. Children understand the staff's high 
expectations and respond positively to the opportunities provided to develop their 
independence. This helps to build children's confidence and self-esteem. Staff are good 
role models. They use positive praise and gentle guidance to support children in gaining 
good social skills and learning how to be kind to others. Children enjoy opportunities to be 
active, and eat healthy snacks and meals.  
 
   

 

Outcomes for children are good  
 

Children are making good progress as they reach typical levels of development for their 
age. Children are inquisitive, independent learners and concentrate well during their play. 
They gain the skills needed to be ready for the next stage in their learning, including the 
move on to school. 
 
   



Inspection report: Apple Blossom Day Nursery, 15 September 2015  4 of 5 

 

 

 

 

  

Setting details 

Unique reference number 105825 

Local authority Devon 

Inspection number 1013479 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Day care type Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 29 

Number of children on roll 35 

Name of provider Karen Irene Winson 

Date of previous inspection 15 April 2015 

Telephone number 01404 822251 

 

Apple Blossom Day Nursery registered in 2000. The nursery is open each weekday from 
7.45am to 6pm, all year round, except for one week in December. A team of nine staff, 
including the manager, care for the children. The manager, who owns the setting, holds a 
relevant level 3 qualification in childcare and a level 5 qualification in management. Six of 
the other staff hold relevant level 3 qualifications and two are unqualified. 

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 

safeguarding and child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, 

under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy 
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at 

www.ofsted.gov.uk/user. 
 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store St 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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