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raising standards
improving lives

Inspection date 7 September 2015

Previous inspection date 23 June 2010

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Inadequate 4
early years provision Previous inspection:  Good 2
Effectiveness of the leadership and management Inadequate 4
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment Inadequate 4
Personal development, behaviour and welfare Inadequate 4
Outcomes for children Inadequate 4

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is inadequate

B There have been some minor improvements to how the childminder evaluates her
setting. However, monitoring, in relation to the safeguarding and welfare requirements
is weak. This means that key weaknesses and breaches have not been identified.

B The childminder does not promote the good health of children. Hygiene procedures for
ensuring the environment and resources are adequately clean and safe are poor, and
the childminder does not comply with hygiene requirements.

B The childminder is not vigilant enough to ensure that children are kept safe and their
welfare is promoted. Children's safety is compromised as arrangements to identify
significant hazards and risks to children's health and safety fail to keep children safe.

B Children's learning is often hampered and there is a lack of sustained teaching from the
childminder. This is due to the continuous disturbances to children's learning and
activities as a result of the unremitting and disruptive behaviour of the childminder's
dogs.

It has the following strengths

B Children are physically active. They have some opportunities outdoors to climb, run and
move in a variety of ways. This helps them to develop their physical abilities.

B Partnerships with parents are secure. The childminder takes the time to get to know
children and their family through home visits and flexible settling-in sessions before
children start. She shares information about the progress children make and works in
conjunction with parents to help children to move on in their learning.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
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To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage and the Childcare

Register the provider must:

B ensure that the premises, in particular the floors, seating areas and
resources, used by children, are fit for purpose, clean and safe, to
comply with requirements of health and safety legislation

B improve risk assessment procedures to ensure that children are
not exposed to unnecessary risks in the environment

B ensure teaching is focused and sustained and disruptions to
children's learning are minimised, to help children to focus on
learning during activities

B ensure the premises, including overall floor space and outdoor
spaces, and equipment used for the purposes of the childcare are
safe and suitable

B take all necessary measures to minimise any risks to the health or
safety of the children.

Due Date
30/10/2015

30/10/2015

30/10/2015

30/10/2015

30/10/2015
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B improve the quality of the monitoring of the setting, to identify where areas of the
provision need to be improved, specifically in relation to the regulatory requirements of
the Early Years Foundation Stage, to ensure these are met.

Inspection activities

B The inspector toured the areas of the premises used for childminding.

B The inspector held discussions with the childminder and children at appropriate times
throughout the inspection.

B The inspector took account of the parents' views as recorded in written parental
questionnaires.

B The inspector observed the quality of the childminder's teaching during activities
indoors and outdoors, and assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

B The inspector viewed children's learning records, checked the suitability of those living
in the household, the childminder's qualifications and a range of other documentation,
including risk assessments and policies and procedures.

Inspector
Helen Gaze
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Inspection findings

Effectiveness of the leadership and management is inadequate

The childminder does not promote children's safety and welfare adequately. The
monitoring of her setting is weak. The childminder has not effectively identified where
safeguarding and welfare requirements are not met and as a result, this has a significant
impact on children's safety and welfare. This is because the childminder does not check
the outdoor area regularly enough to ensure children are not exposed to risk, specifically
in relation to dog fouling outdoors. The childminder has a suitable awareness of how to
recognise the signs that may cause her to be concerned about a child's welfare, and she
knows how to report these to the appropriate agencies. The childminder works with other
childminders to share best practice and she takes on board ideas for activities. The
childminder plans to attend suitable courses to improve her professional knowledge, skills
and understanding.

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is inadequate

Although the qualified childminder provides a range of suitable resources and activities to
engage children, she does not recognise and remove barriers and interruptions to
children's learning. The childminder has two dogs and these often bark at passers-by,
general noises in the environment and strangers. Furthermore, as children play, the dogs
jump up on the children's play equipment causing continuous disruption to their learning.
This means that the childminder misses valuable opportunities to guide children's learning
and she is unable to teach children for any sustained period of time because she is often
distracted by the behaviour of the animals. This significantly affects children's ability and
enthusiasm for learning. Consequently, children are not helped to make good progress.

Personal development, behaviour and welfare are inadequate

Children appear to feel safe and secure in the childminder's home and they demonstrate
secure attachments to the childminder. However, there are a number of breaches to the
safeguarding and welfare requirements that have a significant impact on children's health,
well-being and safety. The environment is adequately resourced. However, children's
health is compromised because areas, including floors, carpeted areas, seating areas and
some of the resources are unclean. This is because the childminder does not prevent the
dogs from jumping on the children's climbing equipment, tables, chairs and from mouthing
on children's play equipment. This has a significant impact on children's health and means
that they cannot play in a safe and hygienic environment. Areas of the bathroom, where
children wash their hands, are in disrepair and although the childminder is aware of this,
suitable measures have not been put in place to minimise risks to children.

Outcomes for children are inadequate

Although children demonstrate that they are meeting the expected levels of development
typical for their age, children's learning is significantly impeded because the childminder's
teaching suffers from the continuous disruption of her dogs. This has a significant impact
on children's ability to learn during activities and make better progress. Observation and

assessment systems accurately reflect the stages of children's learning and development.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY344785
Local authority Oldham
Inspection number 873417
Type of provision Childminder
Day care type Childminder
Age range of children 0-17
Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 7

Name of provider
Date of previous inspection 23 June 2010

Telephone number

The childminder was registered in 2006. She lives in Oldham, Manchester. She operates all
year round from 7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family
holidays. The childminder holds a recognised childcare qualification at level 3.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 *x XK

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted Ste
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