
   

 

Whitleigh Playcare    
35th Plymouth Scout Association, Lancaster Gardens, PLYMOUTH, PL5 4AA    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

19 August 2015  
18 November 2009 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 The play scheme is led and managed in a way that fully promotes children's care, 
welfare and learning needs. 

  

 Staff interact skilfully with the children and, as a result, they develop good 
communication and language skills and strong relationships with others. 

  

 Children behave well. They are cooperative and engage and listen well. Children 
develop good levels of self-esteem and benefit from the positive role models staff 
present. 

  

 Staff have strong relationships with parents and professionals, which they use to good 
effect to support the individual needs and progress of all children. 

  

 Children learn how to stay healthy and well, as they develop good independence and 
personal hygiene habits through daily routines and at mealtimes. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Staff do not always seek enough parental feedback about the activities children enjoy 
to further gain ideas and suggestions to improve the club's good practices. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 strengthen opportunities for parents to comment on the club's planned activities to 

further contribute to the development and continuous improvement of practice.  
  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed activities in the indoor and outdoor areas.  
  

 The inspector held meetings at appropriate times with the manager.  
  

 The inspector looked at children's assessment records and staff records, as well as a 
sample of documentation relating to activity planning and children's welfare.  

  

 The inspector checked evidence of staff suitability and qualifications.  
  

 The inspector took account of parents' views and the provider's self-evaluation.  
  

  

Inspector  

Dawn Biggers 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

The well-qualified staff team provide children with a good range of indoor and outdoor 
activities that effectively support their development and complement their learning at 
school. Staff encourage the children to make choices and this promotes their 
independence and enables them to follow their interests. Children have fun, are sociable 
and engage in board games, such as bingo, where they recognise and match numbers. 
Children experiment with art and craft materials as they discuss their ideas with the staff 
and each other. For example, they concentrate well while planning and designing familiar 
television characters. Children work together to solve problems as they build a marble run 
and feel a sense of achievement when the marble successfully reaches the bottom. 
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

Staff are attentive and know the children well as they use information from parents and 
other professional to effectively support their emotional well-being. The inclusive and 
stimulating environment means children are happy, engaged and establish good 
relationships and friendships. Children's health and well-being features strongly in the 
activities as they are familiar with the routine and independent in their personal care. They 
confidently pour their own drinks and enjoy sociable meals. Children demonstrate good 
safety awareness, as they explain the fire evacuation procedures and carry equipment 
safely. They engage in physical activities, such as team games. They enjoy a range of 
outdoor skills, as they toast marshmallows safely on the fire and learn to cut wood with a 
knife, with close staff supervision. 
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The manager's strong commitment to driving improvements and self-evaluation has a 
positive impact on the effectiveness of staff practice. Therefore, the requirements of the 
Early Years Foundation Stage are implemented well to promote children's safety, well-
being and learning. Good team work and communications contribute to a varied activity 
programme and to the positive outcomes for children. There is a strong focus on staff 
development and supervision. The manager monitors staff's ongoing suitability, and 
training keeps them up to date with their practice. For example, staff's improved 
understanding of behaviour management strategies has led to greater vigilance and a fully 
consistent approach. Staff understand their roles and responsibilities to protect children 
from harm and to safeguard their welfare. They know how to act if they have a concern 
about a child. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY393869 

Local authority Plymouth 

Inspection number 830543 

Type of provision Out of school provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 4 - 8 

Total number of places 24 

Number of children on roll 60 

Name of provider Whitleigh Playcare Committee 

Date of previous inspection 18 November 2009 

Telephone number 07527968224 

 

Whitleigh Playcare registered in 2009. It operates from a scout hut in Whitleigh, Plymouth. 
The play scheme operates each weekday from 7am to 8.30am and from 3.15pm to 6pm 
during term-time, and from 7am to 6pm during school holidays. The play scheme closes 
for a week at Christmas and at the end of August. There are 7 members of staff, all of 
whom hold appropriate early years qualifications to level 3 and above.  

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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