
   

 

Woodlands Playscheme    
Woodlands County Primary School, Hunt Road, Tonbridge, Kent, TN10 4BQ    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

6 August 2015  
6 August 2012 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Requires 
improvement  

3   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Requires 
improvement 

3 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Requires 
improvement 

3  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Requires 
improvement  

3  

The setting does not meet legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:   
  

 Staff do not always follow effective risk assessment procedures to identify and minimise 
all possible hazards. This is also a breach of the Childcare Register requirements. 

  

 Not all staff have a clear understanding of how to implement fully effective procedures 
for the collection of children. 

  

 Staff do not work consistently with parents to share information with them about their 
children's experiences and activities. This is also a breach of the Childcare Register 
requirements. 

  

 The key-person system does not work as well as it could, to ensure staff fully engage 
the youngest children in activities and positive interactions. 

  

 The management team is not always able to identify and resolve weaknesses in the 
provision to raise standards for children. 

  

     

It has the following strengths 
 

 Overall, children enjoy their time at the club. They explore the range of activities and 
have opportunities to benefit from creative and physical play. 

  

 Staff provide a welcoming and relaxed environment. As a result, most children feel 
happy and secure at the club. 

  

 Staff encourage children's independence and free choice. They get to know children's 
interests and provide activities to promote these. 

  

 The management has processes in place to share information with schools. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage the provider must: 

 
 ensure risk assessments are used effectively to help identify all possible hazards to 

children  
  

 ensure all staff have a clear understanding of the procedures for the collection of 
children 

  

 improve the two-way flow of information with all parents to ensure that parents are 
aware of their children's activities and experiences. 

  

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 strengthen the key-person system so younger children are fully engaged in activities 

and interactions with staff 
  

 review self-evaluation procedures to identify and address weaknesses in the provision 
and improve outcomes for children.  

  

 
 To meet the requirements of the Childcare Register the provider must: 

 
 ensure risk assessments are used effectively to help identify all possible hazards for 

children (compulsory part of the Childcare Register) 
  

 ensure parents are informed about the activities children will undertake (compulsory part 
of the Childcare Register) 

  

 ensure risk assessments are used effectively to help identify all possible hazards for 
children (voluntary part of the Childcare Register) 

  

 ensure parents are informed about the activities children will undertake (voluntary part 
of the Childcare Register). 
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Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed children taking part in activities indoors and in the outdoor play 
areas.  

  

 The inspector held discussions with the management team at appropriate times 
throughout the inspection.  

  

 The inspector sampled documents including policies, procedures and evidence of staff 
suitability.  

  

 The inspector spoke to children and parents during the inspection and took account of 
their views.  

  

  

Inspector  

Anna Kersley 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend.  This requires improvement  

 

Overall, children come into the club happily and quickly choose an activity to do. Staff 
provide designated areas to support children's creative play and quiet activities, such as 
books and construction blocks. However, younger children sometimes lack motivation later 
in the session. Although these children have a key person, staff do not always identify 
children's changing needs to promote their full participation and positive interactions 
throughout the day. Staff talk to children during activities, as they make stick puppets or 
play football. They listen to children attentively and respond to what they say. This helps 
children to be confident communicators. Staff invite children to plan activities, such as a 
talent show. Children enjoy practising for their show and using the range of craft 
resources to make posters to invite parents. Sometimes, staff rely too heavily on children 
to share day-to-day information with their parents. This means that there are times that 
some parents are not aware of what their children have been doing during their time at 
the club.  
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 
requires improvement  

 

Children choose freely from a range of toys and resources. They enjoy playing in the 
spacious outdoor areas every day. Staff promote children's health and well-being through 
healthy routines such as hand washing and a broad range of opportunities for physical 
activities. They teach children about how to stay safe through regular reminders of how to 
avoid accidents, such as not running indoors. This helps children to understand and 
behave in accordance with the club's rules. Staff help to protect children from harm. Staff 
have a secure knowledge of what to do if they have concerns about a child. However, not 
all staff have a clear understanding of how to fully implement thorough procedures when 
children are collected. Management responds quickly to these concerns and implements 
measures to resolve any potential risk to children.  
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision requires improvement  

 

The management team does not always reflect on the provision effectively to identify all 
areas for development. As a result, it has not identified all weaknesses, particularly in 
relation to risk assessment, to ensure it minimises all potential hazards at the club. 
However, this does not currently have a significant impact on children, as there is usually 
a good level of staff supervision. The team has all the legal documentation to promote 
children's welfare, which it makes available for visitors and parents. The management 
ensures that all staff go thorough recruitment procedures, engage in regular supervisions 
and attend all mandatory training before they start at the club. This ensures that all staff 
are suitable for their roles and clear about their responsibilities to safeguard children.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 127784 

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 986612 

Type of provision Out of school provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 80 

Number of children on roll 26 

Name of provider Tonbridge and Malling Borough Council 

Date of previous inspection 6 August 2012 

Telephone number 01732 355577 

 

Woodlands Playscheme opened in 1993. It operates from Woodlands County Primary 
School in Tonbridge, Kent. The setting is open each weekday from 9am to 1pm during 
three weeks of the school summer holidays. A team of 10 part-time staff are employed 
and four of them hold early years qualifications to level 3. 

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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