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Inspection date 20 July 2015
Previous inspection date 9 January 2012

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good

early years provision Previous inspection:  Good

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Good

range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Good 2
of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Good 2

early years provision
The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

B Children flourish in the club, show high levels of confidence and have strong
relationships with their friends and staff. They show a clear sense of belonging and
staff value all that they do.

B The staff use the outdoor environment exceptionally well for children's play in that it
gives them freedom of expression and plenty of exercise. They thoroughly enjoy
experimenting with natural resources.

B Staff place good emphasis on safeguarding children. They fully understand their child
protection responsibilities. Staff keep children safe from harm through undertaking
training and by working with other staff involved with the children.

B The partnerships with parents are strong, with good information sharing and a pro-
active parent committee who underpin the leadership of the setting.

It is not yet outstanding because:

B At times, the snack-time routine is noisy and opportunities for children to talk together
and with staff are lost.

B Some indoor play resources are uninspiring owing to, for example, a lack of care in
presentation, muddled storage or broken parts. This weakness reduces children's
choices and enjoyment.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:
B give children further opportunities to talk to staff and other children by reducing noise

levels during the snack-time routine

B develop indoor play choices for children through setting out play resources.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed the children's play activities and the snack-time routine.

B The inspector held a meeting with the nominated person about leadership and
management, evaluation methods, and read relevant documentation.

B The inspector spoke to a small number of parents during the inspection and took
account of their views.

B The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.

Inspector
Loraine Wardlaw
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is good

The staff at the club meet children's play needs well. They provide a good range of
activities for children to enjoy in their leisure time. Staff follow the children's lead because
the play ideas come from them. This means children enjoy what they do. Children have
fun with their siblings and friends, and play harmoniously together. They are fully
occupied and well-motivated to participate. They use their imaginations and make their
own play decisions particularly when playing outside in the wooded copse, where they
create such things as mud tattoos. They develop physical skills through playing football
and climbing trees. Children are happy, busy and thoroughly involved in different play
opportunities. The staff stay close by and support children well. They talk to them and
provide them with opportunities to build on their knowledge and skills. Children enjoy
books and have some conversations.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
good

Staff welcome children into a club that offers plenty of stimulating resources. Children
come in with self-assurance and talk happily with their key person, who knows each child
well. Children behave well because they understand the club's rules and the staff's
expectations of them. The staff have good strategies to encourage children to listen to
their instructions, including at the noisy snack time. Children's safety is maintained by
clear supervision from the staff on the walk to the club from school. Children walk in pairs
in an orderly way and wear high-visibility jackets. Children experience plenty of physical
challenge outside and learn to manage their own risks under the watchful eyes of staff.
Staff meet children's nutritional needs well and promote good hygiene routines.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is good

Leaders employ a well-qualified staff team and implement robust policies and procedures
to ensure staff meet requirements. There is a strong emphasis on child protection; all staff
know what to do if concerned about a child. Robust recruitment and vetting procedures
ensure staff are suitable for their roles. Staff undertake effective risk assessments
regularly to ensure the premises remain suitably safe and secure for children's use.
Leaders place strong emphasis on staff performance management to help drive
improvement of the club's provision. There is regular staff supervision to evaluate and
discuss their training and coaching needs. Staff undertake training to develop their play
skills further, which has had a positive affect on children's experiences. For example, staff
have introduced new physical play activities as a result. Staff have good partnerships with
the local school staff which help meet children's needs.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY422768

Local authority Southampton
Inspection number 822952

Type of provision Out of school provision
Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic
Age range of children 4-8

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 40

Name of provider Highfield After School Club Committee
Date of previous inspection 9 January 2012
Telephone number 02380 486271

Highfield After School Club registered in its new premises in 2011. It operates from a
Scout group building in the Portswood area of Southampton. The club is open each
weekday from 3.15pm to 6pm during school term times. There are 10 staff employed; of
whom, all but one hold recognised qualifications.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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