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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

16 July 2015  
21 March 2012 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Children are happy and confident in the care of the childminder. They enjoy playing 
with the toys and resources that are available and relate well with the childminder, 
which helps them to make good progress. 

  

 The childminder provides a safe and secure environment. This allows children to feel 
protected, happy and settled as they play and explore. 

  

 The childminder uses mealtimes as an opportunity to develop children's good health 
and safety skills. She regularly involves children in discussions about how and why they 
need to remove germs, and how to handle and use knifes safety, such as when cutting 
fruit for snacks. 

  

 Children's individual needs are well supported, as the childminder establishes good two-
way communication with parents through discussions and by using daily diaries 
effectively. 

  

 The childminder prioritises her professional development, and is advancing her 
knowledge and skills for the good of the children. For example, she has recently 
updated her training in behaviour management and attended various courses linked to 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. This has had a strong impact on the good quality 
teaching and learning that she offers children. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 The ways resources are organised do not always enable children to easily choose the 
toys and resources they would like to use. 

  

 Younger children have fewer opportunities to play with toys and resources which 
support their sensory development. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 provide further opportunities for younger children to experience a wider range of 

sensory experiences 
  

 review the organisation of resources to help all children easily choose what they would 
like to use, to enable them to build on their interests. 

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector spoke with the childminder and children at appropriate times throughout 
the inspection.  

  

 The inspector sampled children's developmental records, personal records, a selection 
of policies and procedures, and took account of parental feedback through 
questionnaires.  

  

 The inspector gave feedback to the childminder at the end of the inspection.  
  

 The inspector spoke with the childminder and children at appropriate times throughout 
the inspection.  

  

  

Inspector  

Tracy Bartholomew 



Inspection report:  16 July 2015  3 of 5 

 

 

 

 

Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Children are well occupied and entertained while in the care of the childminder. They 
enjoy a variety of resources and planned activities which support their interests and 
development. For example, they explore their creativity when using frozen paints and play 
imaginatively with the toy kitchen and small play people. The childminder is skilled at 
promoting children's speech and she communicates to them consistently, asking a range 
of questions to advance their knowledge and listening skills. The quality of teaching is 
good. Children can use a wide range of toys and resources. However, not all of these are 
easily accessible to enable children to explore more freely. Despite this, toys and activities 
cover all areas of learning, although sensory resources which capture children's interests 
and exploration skills are more limited. The children enjoy listening to stories and lifting 
flaps on interactive books. They benefit from the range of posters and signs used 
throughout the home to advance their awareness of print carrying meaning.  
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

Children demonstrate they feel safe and secure as they play contently in the childminder's 
care, and snuggle next to her at story times. Children enjoy their time in the childminder's 
home and actively help with routine tasks, such as tidying away. Children's behaviour is 
good. Children receive a good amount of praise and rewards from the childminder; this 
helps build on their self-esteem and confidence in readiness for their move to pre-school 
and school. The childminder uses daily routines and discussions with children about the 
benefits of exercise to increase their awareness of healthy lifestyles. They enjoy fresh air 
and develop their physical skills further, walking to and from school, playing in parks and 
feeding the ducks. 
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The childminder has a strong understanding of the requirements of the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. She has recently updated her knowledge on child protection and has a 
good awareness of the signs and symptoms of child abuse. Detailed policies and 
procedures are in place, and this includes a safeguarding policy which clearly shows how 
she reviews risks to maintain children's welfare. The childminder reflects on her practice. 
She is aware of her strengths and areas for future improvements, which she details 
effectively in her self-evaluation. The childminder works well with parents and other 
professionals involved in the children's care. This promotes continuity in care and strong 
working relationships. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY436272 

Local authority Hampshire 

Inspection number 824162 

Type of provision Childminder 

Registration category Childminder 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 6 

Number of children on roll 4 

Name of provider  

Date of previous inspection 21 March 2012 

Telephone number  

 

The childminder registered in 2011. She lives in Kingsclere on the border of Newbury, 
Berkshire. She operates weekdays for most of the year. The childminder has an 
appropriate early years childcare qualification. 

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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