
   

 

Toddleswood Pre-School    
Willow Bank Primary School, Seacourt Road, Thamesmead, London, SE2 9XB    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

14 July 2015  
Not applicable 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Not applicable   

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Staff prepare children exceptionally well for school. Children demonstrate they are 
confident and independent learners ready for the next stage in their learning or the 
move to school. 

  

 Management is highly motivated and provides good levels of support to staff, which 
includes training opportunities and regular meetings. As a result, staff feel valued and 
work well together as a team. 

  

 Management and staff demonstrate a good knowledge and understanding of how to 
safeguard children. They have effective policies and procedures in place to support 
them in addressing any concerns with regard to a child's welfare. 

  

 Children have excellent opportunities to play in the fresh air in the well-resourced 
garden. Staff create a wealth of learning opportunities to support children's physical 
development while enabling them to take controlled risks. 

  

 Management and staff build strong relationships with parents and carers. They provide 
them with good quality information about their children's progress and involve them in 
all aspects of their children's learning. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Staff plan a good range of structured group learning opportunities such as phonics 
sessions and story time. However, some of the younger children find it difficult to sit 
still for the whole session. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 review planning of large group times further to make sure that all children are engaged 

in the learning throughout. 
  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector completed two joint observations with the manager and deputy, and held 
meetings with the management team.  

  

 The inspector observed children and the quality of staff's teaching in the playrooms and 
in the garden.  

  

 The inspector spoke to staff, children and parents on the day of the inspection to gain 
their views.   

  

 The inspector looked at children's assessment records, planning documents and how 
parents are involved in this process.  

  

 The inspector checked the evidence of the suitability and qualifications of staff working 
with the children, and the provider's procedures for self-evaluating their practice.  

  

  

Inspector  

Lorraine Sparey 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Children clearly enjoy their time in the pre-school. They arrive excitedly and are keen to 
begin their learning. They show high levels of confidence and are good communicators. 
Children cooperate well as they build a pretend home for their dragon. They talk about 
what food the dragon may like and how they are going to join the bricks together; for 
example, children suggest using pretend cement. Other children show good levels of 
concentration as they experiment using different balls, rolling them down gutters and 
trying to catch them in the various baskets. The quality of teaching is good and staff 
interaction promotes children's learning. They use open-ended questioning to extend 
children's learning. However, at times some of the younger children find it difficult to sit 
still and listen during some of the longer, structured activities. 
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

Children benefit from staff's warm and caring approach. They relate well to their special 
person who is responsible for planning the next stages in their learning and making them 
feel comfortable. Staff know the children well and, as a result, their emotional 
development is well supported. They behave well and understand the boundaries and 
expectations. Children are particularly keen to have their photo placed on the sun on the 
wall, which is a recognition that they have behaved well. Staff create a welcoming and 
stimulating environment where children can move freely between the indoor and outdoor 
environment. Children know they can move resources around depending on what they 
want to play with, which enhances their learning. 
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The management team uses effective methods to monitor and evaluate the provision. This 
is particularly successful with regard to monitoring children's progress in all areas of their 
learning. For example, management and staff identified that children were not progressing 
as well in mathematics. As a result, they provided additional resources in the outdoor area 
to stimulate children's interest in mathematics. Management and staff build strong 
relationships with the local schools that children are moving on to, and children respond 
well to the move. Staff have good opportunities to attend training in conjunction with the 
school, which supports them in their role. There are good recruitment and vetting 
procedures in place to ensure that staff are suitable for their role. They benefit from clear 
supervision to ensure they are meeting their responsibilities. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY444086 

Local authority Bexley 

Inspection number 809302 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 2 - 5 

Total number of places 48 

Number of children on roll 94 

Name of provider Lorraine Brent 

Date of previous inspection Not applicable 

Telephone number 07765 221439 

 

Toddleswood Pre-School registered in 2012. It operates from two classrooms on Willow 
Bank Primary School site in Thamesmead, in the London Boroughs of Greenwich and 
Bexley. The setting has two sessions a day from 8.45am to 11.50am and then from 
12.30pm to 3.30pm, during term time only. A team of 15 staff work at the setting, and all 
except two hold relevant early years qualifications to levels 2, 3, 5 and 6. 

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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