
   

 

Marion Scott Playgroup    
C/O Didsbury Baptist Church, Beaver Road, Manchester, M20 6SX    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

7 July 2015  
14 June 2010 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 The quality of teaching is good throughout the playgroup and at times, outstanding. 
Staff have a very good understanding of the learning and development requirements 
and how children learn best. As a result, children make consistently good progress in 
relation to their starting points. 

  

 Staff provide children with a wide range of interesting and challenging activities which 
means that they develop into enthusiastic and motivated learners. As a result, children 
of all ages develop a good range of skills and attitudes that prepare them well for 
future learning and eventually, school. 

  

 Children develop a particularly good knowledge and understanding of numbers, 
patterns and measure. This is achieved through precise teaching during planned adult-
led activities and good quality staff interaction during children's self-chosen play. 

  

 The well-established key-person system helps children to form strong emotional 
attachments as staff effectively support them in their play. Consequently, children feel 
safe and secure in the playgroup environment. 

  

 Staff have a very good knowledge and understanding of their responsibility to 
safeguard children which is successfully translated into practice. This means that 
children are well protected and can play and learn in safety. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Staff do not consistently obtain the very detailed information they need from parents 
about children's learning and development before children start at the playgroup. 

  

 On occasions, creative activities are too adult-led and mainly focus on an end product. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 enhance the information gathered from parents when children first start at the 

playgroup to obtain an even clearer picture of children's starting points 
  

 enable children to express their own thoughts and ideas more when participating in 
creative activities.  

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed children's activities in the playrooms and the outdoor 
environment.  

  

 The inspector held a meeting with the manager and spoke to key persons, staff and 
children throughout the inspection.  

  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation of a planned adult-led activity with the 
manager.  

  

 The inspector looked at relevant documentation, including a sample of policies and 
procedures, children's records, risk assessments and evidence of the suitability and 
qualifications of all staff.  

  

 The inspector discussed the arrangements for self-evaluation with the manager.  
  

 The inspector took account of the views of a parent spoken to on the day of the 
inspection and from written feedback questionnaires obtained by staff.  

  

  

Inspector  

Julie Kelly 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Staff are well qualified and experienced and this has a significantly positive impact on 
children's learning and development. The environment, both indoors and outdoors, is well 
resourced and organised to successfully promote children's learning through playing, 
exploring and being active. Staff encourage children to make independent choices about 
what they want to do and where they wish to play. For example, children thoroughly enjoy 
mixing soil and water to make mud pies and cakes outside. Children have a wonderful 
time as they attentively listen to one of their favourite stories. The effective use of props 
and puppets brings characters to life and further promotes children's communication and 
language skills. Consequently, children make good progress in this area of development. 
Occasionally, creative activities are too adult-led and mainly focus on an end product, 
rather than the experience. This means that children cannot always express their own 
thoughts and ideas to enhance their creative development further. Regular exchange of 
information about children's achievements and parents' positive contributions to children's 
assessments ensure children's learning is supported at home. However, staff do not 
always obtain very detailed information from parents about children's learning on entry, in 
order to have a more accurate picture of children's starting points. 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

Children are very well supported by attentive and caring key persons which successfully 
promotes their emotional security, confidence and self-esteem. As a result, children are 
happy, well-settled and soon develop new friendships. Children's physical well-being is 
promoted effectively because they have plenty of fresh air and exercise through daily 
activities outdoors. Staff give priority to the safety of children and effectively support their 
growing understanding of how to keep themselves safe and healthy. They are good role 
models and provide clear guidance to promote positive behaviour. Consequently, children 
are well behaved and show kindness and respect to others as they play cooperatively 
together. 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

Staff rigorously follow detailed policies and procedures, and prioritise safeguarding and 
child protection. All staff hold a relevant qualification at level 3 and this, together with 
regular training, contributes to the good-quality provision. In addition, staff ensure that 
they are well informed of changes to legislation and new initiatives, through research and 
attendance at network meetings that are then successfully implemented in practice. The 
manager is committed to leading good practice and closely monitors the quality of 
teaching and learning and staff performance. As a result, children receive good quality 
care and learning experiences throughout the day. Consistent tracking of children's 
progress ensures that all children reach their full potential and the achievement gap is 
narrowing. Robust arrangements to monitor the quality of the provision and to identify 
targets for improvement means that the playgroup continues to improve. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY233730 

Local authority Manchester 

Inspection number 872533 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 2 - 5 

Total number of places 20 

Number of children on roll 40 

Name of provider Marion Scott Playgroup Committee 

Date of previous inspection 14 June 2010 

Telephone number 0161 448 7058 

 

Marion Scott Playgroup has been operating for approximately 50 years and registered 
under this registration in 2003. The playgroup operates term time only from 9am to 3pm, 
Monday to Thursday and Friday from 9am to 12pm. It provides funded early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. There are six members of staff, all of whom hold 

appropriate early years qualifications at level 3.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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