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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

7 July 2015  
14 October 2009 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Outstanding 1  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Children feel emotionally secure with the childminder. She gives them a great deal of 
individual attention, praise and encouragement. Children become highly independent, 
confident and sociable individuals. They are prepared exceptionally well for their 
eventual move to school. 

  

 The childminder works closely with parents and carers. She gets to know children and 
their families really well. This enables her to talk to children about things that are 
important to them and to meet children's needs to a high standard. 

  

 Children have fun with the childminder. They enjoy a wide variety of interesting and 
imaginative activities that support all areas of their development well. The childminder 
teaches them effectively so all children make good progress. 

  

 The childminder supports children's developing speech especially well. They gain a firm 
understanding of numbers and mathematical ideas through playful activities. 

  

 This caring and conscientious childminder reviews all she does and the impact it has on 
children. She acts on advice and information from training to update her knowledge 
and continue making improvements to her service. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 The childminder shares information with parents and some other settings that children 
attend. However, she has not developed this partnership effectively with all other carers 
and settings. This means that children do not benefit fully from a consistent approach 
from all who care for and teach them. This hinders them in making very rapid progress 
in all areas of learning. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 share information regularly with all carers and other settings that children attend, to 

enable a consistent approach to children's care and learning. 
  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the childminder and children playing indoors and during daily 
routines, and spoke with both at appropriate times throughout the inspection.  

  

 The inspector discussed with the childminder how she supports children's care and 
learning, and how she works with parents and other settings that children attend.  

  

 The inspector sampled the paperwork the childminder uses in her business to support 
children's health, safety and development.  

  

 The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to during the inspection and 
from their written comments.  

  

 The inspector assessed the safety and suitability of resources and areas of the home 
and garden used by the children.  

  

  

Inspector  

Rachel Edwards 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Children thoroughly enjoy their time with the childminder because she provides learning 
experiences that she centres firmly on their interests. The childminder organises play 
resources so that children can easily find and reach what they need. Children enjoy the 
childminder's involvement in their play. She enhances their learning significantly by 
skilfully questioning or suggesting additional resources. She holds lovely conversations 
with the children as they chat together about what they are doing. The childminder 
models thinking creatively, such as when she asks, 'I wonder how we can do this? It's 
tricky'. Children concentrate extremely well and persevere with difficult tasks as they 
explore different ways of doing things, such as making a long worm from stiff modelling 
clay. Children practise counting and using mathematical ideas in practical ways. They 
become familiar with large numbers by using a tape to measure how far they can leap. 
They work out how many biscuits to decorate so that everyone can have two. 
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
outstanding    

 

The childminder is highly sensitive to children's needs and emotions. She talks to parents 
so is aware of external factors, such as family illness or starting school, so children have 
extra attention at stressful times. One parent commented, 'She gives them masses of 
individual attention and I think this helps enormously'. The childminder supports children 
very skilfully in gaining excellent social skills. She has high expectations for children and 
gently reinforces consistent boundaries so they learn how to behave well. She works 
closely with parents so they have a unified approach to tackling challenging behaviour. 
The childminder broadens children's experiences and helps them learn about the wider 
world. They visit groups, shops and the library in the local community and become 
extremely confident with other children and adults.  
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The childminder keeps a careful check on what she provides and on children's progress to 
ensure she supports all areas of their development. She involves parents by keeping them 
well informed of their children's progress and knowing what children are achieving at 
home. The childminder follows excellent practice to keep children safe and healthy. She 
attends training to update her knowledge and understanding. Recent safeguarding and 
health and safety training has helped her keep up to date. She has addressed previous 
recommendations well overall, although she has not forged strong links with all other 
settings children attend. Nevertheless, the childminder has maintained her high standards. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 161655 

Local authority Wiltshire 

Inspection number 842078 

Type of provision Childminder 

Registration category Childminder 

Age range of children 0 - 8 

Total number of places 6 

Number of children on roll 9 

Name of provider  

Date of previous inspection 14 October 2009 

Telephone number  

 

The childminder started minding 1978 and registered with Ofsted in 2001. She lives in a 
house in Malmesbury, Wiltshire. 
 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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