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Inspection date 16 June 2015

Previous inspection date 27 September 2010

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Outstanding 1
early years provision Previous inspection: ~ Outstanding

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Outstanding 1
range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Outstanding 1
of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Outstanding 1

early years provision
The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is outstanding

B Staff use their expert knowledge of how children learn to plan specifically for their
individual needs and abilities. As a result, children receive effective support to achieve
individual targets.

B Children thrive in the exciting and stimulating environment. They are eager and
motivated to take part in all activities and have a happy and enjoyable day.

B Children have an excellent ability to identify any dangers or hazards when exploring the
outdoors. They actively share this information with others.

B Staff have an excellent understanding of the importance of safeguarding children. They
actively promote children's safety and well-being throughout the day.

B The key-person system is clearly embedded and staff share loving and caring
relationships with the children. Children are confident to communicate their feelings
and needs.

B Staff expertly support children with additional needs by working in meaningful
partnerships with other professionals. As a result, children with special educational
needs and/or disabilities are well cared for and their learning is effectively promoted
and monitored.

B Management uses robust recruitment procedures to employ staff. They strive to ensure
the continued suitability of all staff through regular meetings and appraisals.

B Staff use highly effective methods to support children's move to other rooms or to
school.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

seek ways to extend children's free and independent access to topic books.

Inspection activities

The inspector spoke to the manager, staff and children throughout the day.
The inspector undertook a joint observation with a member of staff.

The inspector observed indoor and outdoor learning and play activities.
The inspector observed children's outdoor snack and indoor lunch routines.

The inspector sampled a variety of documents, including relevant risk assessments,
policies and procedures, children's learning journeys and staff recruitment documents.

Inspector
Lauren Ferreira
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is outstanding

Staff expertly support children's learning. They have an accurate understanding of when
to intervene to promote learning and when to let children explore independently. As a
result, children choose to engage in their own wonderful activities that promote learning in
all areas. There is a wide range of resources for children to choose from indoors. Children
have access to some books; however, others are stored out of their reach for topic use.
Staff make excellent use of outdoor learning. Children actively explore the environment
and show an exceptional understanding of nature. For example, children search for
specific leaves to explain the food chain to others. Staff actively promote positive images
of culture and diversity. There is a wide variety of resources to support this and children
contribute to designing a multi-cultural menu. Staff use every opportunity to promote and
extend learning. As a result, children make excellent progress.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
outstanding

Staff consistently encourage and promote children's independence. Children are,
therefore, highly confident and are happy to seek support when needed. Staff actively
promote healthy lifestyles and children have ample opportunity to engage in exercise.
Staff provide healthy food and take into consideration, and share information about,
children with allergies. Children share responsibilities for tidying up after lunch and the
other children thank them for this. Children are well-behaved and have lovely manners. All
staff have a secure understanding of the process to follow should they have any concerns
about children's safety and well-being. Staff highly value children's safety and this is
consistently promoted throughout the day. As a result, children are confident to take, and
manage, risks appropriate to their age and thoroughly enjoy exploring.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is outstanding

Leadership and management is of an exceptionally high quality. Staff value a meaningful
two-way flow of communication with parents. They take into account their ideas and
suggestions, and act on them to bring about improvements. Management also takes into
consideration the views of staff and children when self-evaluating the service offered. As a
result, improvements are continual. The parents are happy and children benefit from high
quality provision. Staff have a wide variety of strengths between them. They meet
regularly to share ideas to improve practice across all areas. Management expertly uses
the qualifications and knowledge of staff to delegate them to areas of their experience. As
a result, children benefit from highly skilled and passionate staff who plan exciting and
challenging learning experiences.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY225524

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 826386

Type of provision Full-time provision
Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic

Age range of children 0-8

Total number of places 54

Number of children on roll 92

Name of provider Friends Private Day Nursery Ltd
Date of previous inspection 27 September 2010
Telephone number 01483 202715 or 01483 560432

Friends Montessori Forest Nursery registered in 2002. It is situated in Shere, a village near
Guildford, Surrey. The nursery follows both a Montessori and Forest School approach. The
nursery is open five days a week from 8am to 6pm, all year round, excluding bank
holidays. The nursery receives funding for the provision of free early education for children
aged two, three and four years old. There are 15 members of staff. Of these, the area
manager holds Early Years Professional Status and the manager holds a relevant
qualification at Level 3. Of the remaining staff, seven are qualified to Level 3.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.



Inspection report: Friends Montessori Forest Nursery, 16 June 2015 5 of 5

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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