
   

 

All Saints Playgroup    
The Function Room, Spring Hall Mansion, Halifax, West Yorkshire, HX3 0AQ    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

24 June 2015  
6 February 2012 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Children are happy, settled and emotionally secure in the welcoming and child-friendly 
surroundings. Children are well behaved, get on well and enjoy each other's company. 
As a result, they form close bonds with the kind, attentive and enthusiastic staff. 

  

 Excellent relationships are built with parents and the local community. Parents are very 
positive about the playgroup. They appreciate and value the information and support 
they receive in helping their children to learn. 

  

 Teaching is good. Staff provide a varied range of stimulating activities for children, 
which helps them to make good progress in their learning. 

  

 Children are emotionally ready for their move on to school and staff support them 
during this change very well. Teachers visit children at playgroup to meet them and 
look at their learning journey records. This means that teachers can prepare well for 
children's future learning. 

  

 Staff have a good knowledge of the safeguarding procedures. They know what they 
must do if they have a concern about a child in their care or the practice of a colleague. 
Consequently, children are safeguarded well at the playgroup. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 The monitoring of progress does not fully take account of all the different groups of 
children who attend. 

  

 There are fewer opportunities for children to see positive images of race, gender, 
disability or religion within the playgroup to develop their understanding and 
acceptance of differences within the community. 

  

 Staff do not fully exploit young children's particular interests to develop their 
concentration and learning. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 extend the systems for monitoring children's progress to provide more detailed 

information about the progress of all groups of children, such as boys and girls, in 
order to identify and support any gaps in learning  

  

 provide children with more opportunities to see positive images of a wider world, and 
to build and enhance their understanding of diversity  

  

 plan more opportunities to build on young children's particular interests, for example, 
in transporting objects, filling and emptying containers and lining things up, to promote 
their learning further.  

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector viewed all areas of the premises used by the children, including the 
outdoor environment.  

  

 The inspector spoke with the manager, staff and children throughout the inspection.  
  

 The inspector viewed a sample of the children's records.  
  

 The inspector saw evidence of the suitability and qualifications of the staff, self-
evaluation, risk assessments and some policies and procedures.  

  

 The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day.  
  

  

Inspector  

Kate Banfield 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Children benefit from good quality educational experiences that effectively promote their 
development and motivate them to learn. Staff teach children to use scissors safely and 
correctly as they make fire engines. Older children are interested in written words and 
confidently recognise letters. They identify the letters and sounds that their own name 
begins with and those of staff. Children develop good physical skills and an awareness of 
position and space. They steer wheeled toys competently and skilfully avoid obstacles to 
expertly bring their vehicles to a sudden stop. Staff extend children's thinking and use 
effective questions that encourage them to think and share their ideas. Children 
concentrate as they place sorting resources in lines, match the colours and place them in 
sequence. However, there are not always enough resources, which can be used in a 
variety of ways, available for younger children, which limits opportunities for them to 
pursue their particular interest in transporting, filling, emptying and lining things up. Staff 
make accurate assessments of children's learning and development. They use these to 
plan the next steps in children's learning. 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

Staff care for children very well. They liaise with parents to find out about children's needs 
and preferences. Staff make sure that settling-in arrangements are not rushed. They are 
deployed effectively. This keeps children safe and secure. Staff give children precise praise 
for their efforts. For example, they describe how well children use scissors and how well 
they pedal their bicycle, which promotes their self-esteem. Children are successfully 
learning about self-care and personal hygiene through consistent routines, which staff 
support. They become independent as they learn how to pour their own drinks at snack 
time. Staff help children to develop a good knowledge and understanding of the world. For 
example, they encourage children to learn about people in the community and talk about 
people who help us, such as fire fighters. However, they provide fewer opportunities and 
resources to further develop children's knowledge of diversity and to learn about the 
differences between themselves and others during their everyday play.  
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The manager understands her responsibility in meeting the requirements of the Early 
Years Foundation Stage. She knows to notify Ofsted of any changes to members of the 
management committee. Staff are well qualified and experienced. The manager is 
committed to improve practice through regular one-to-one meetings, observations of staff 
practice and regular training. This means that children are very well supported in their 
learning and development. The manager and staff team evaluate the provision at regular 
meetings and monitor individual children's progress closely. They share this information 
with parents and other professionals, where necessary, to promote children's learning 
further. However, the tracking of certain groups of children is not as well developed, to 
monitor if all groups of children make equal progress and address any gaps in learning.
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY431306 

Local authority Calderdale 

Inspection number 874564 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 5 

Total number of places 30 

Number of children on roll 38 

Name of provider All Saints Playgroup (Halifax) Committee 

Date of previous inspection 6 February 2012 

Telephone number 07772 933 851 

 

All Saints Playgroup was registered in 2011. The playgroup employs five members of 
childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or 
above. The playgroup opens from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 
9.30am until 2.30pm. The playgroup provides funded early education for two-, three- and 

four-year-old children.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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