
   

 

Grandpont Daycare    
The Mulberry Room, Grandpont Nursery School, Whitehouse Road, OXFORD, OX1 
4QH   

 

 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

19 June 2015  
Not applicable 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Outstanding  1   

Previous inspection: Not applicable   

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Outstanding 1 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Outstanding 1  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Outstanding  1  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is outstanding   
  

 Staff are highly qualified and experienced. They use exceptional teaching methods to 
ensure children make rapid progress in relation to their starting points. As a result, 
children are highly motivated to explore freely, learn actively and think critically. 

  

 Children's independence is exceptional. They learn self-help skills, how to manage 
safety and direct their own learning from an early age. Therefore, they are ready for 
their move on to nursery and school. 

  

 Staff are closing the gaps in learning for children, including those with special 
educational needs and/or disabilities and those who speak English as an additional 
language. As a result, children are exceeding expectations for their age. 

  

 The staff team adopts an inclusive approach to their work and the uniqueness of all 
children and their families is respected. As a result, excellent partnership working with 
parents, carers and other settings is extremely effective in helping safeguard children 
and promoting their well-being. 

  

 The senior leadership team is highly effective in driving improvement. They use highly 
effective systems to supervise, monitor, coach and train staff. This results in high 
aspirations for all children and excellent teaching. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 strengthen measures to improve the listening environment for younger children. 

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed activities in the indoor and outdoor areas.  
  

 The inspector spoke to members of staff and children at appropriate times during the 
inspection, and held a meeting with the headteacher and members of the senior 
leadership team.  

  

 The inspector looked at children's records, evidence of staff suitability and a range of 
other documentation, including policies and procedures to safeguard children's welfare.  

  

 The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager.  
  

 The inspector gathered the views of parents, children and the nursery teachers.  
  

  

Inspector  

Melissa Cox 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is outstanding    

 

Staff have an excellent knowledge of how children learn and they provide a rich, varied 
and imaginative educational programme that excites and enthuses the children. They 
make excellent observations of children's learning and support them with intuitive teaching 
methods. Teaching is excellent. Staff show high levels of skill, observing children's play 
and judging just how and when to intervene to extend learning. They often join in play, 
helping to maintain children's enthusiasm and showing them how to do things. They 
cleverly seek and use opportunities to successfully promote children's individual learning, 
for example, by challenging older children's mathematical thinking as they fill a cylinder 
with water. Younger children freely design and build with crates, hunt for bugs or dig for 
buried treasure in the sand pit. The skilful organisation of the garden and the benefits of 
the forest school provision are highly successful in encouraging children to become active 
and independent learners and is a key feature of the setting.  
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
outstanding    

 

All children form positive and trusting relationships with their key person and other staff 
because there is an excellent level of adult attention and warm interaction. The setting 
has an extremely calm and relaxing atmosphere where children are constantly busy, 
occupied and well behaved. The outdoor areas are awe-inspiring and staff use them 
exceptionally well to support children's learning outside. Children engage in physical 
activities and use their senses to explore and learn about the world around them. They 
marvel at how slowly a snail moves and encourage each other to smell the lavender that is 
growing in their herb garden. Daily routines are well managed. However, on rare 
occasions the noise level during some activities, such as singing time, makes it difficult for 
the youngest children to hear and join in.  
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is outstanding    

 

Leaders, governors, managers and staff have a shared ambition and passion to provide 
the very best for families. This has led to excellent outcomes. Self-evaluation is highly 
accurate and staff share a vision and relentless drive for improvement. Safeguarding is 
given the highest priority and policies and procedures, including staff vetting checks, are 
robustly followed. Risk assessments are well considered to minimise potential dangers to 
children. Children's development is extremely well monitored, accurately identified and 
planned for. Leaders use comprehensive data to help them identify any trends in learning. 
Staff work in effective partnership with the onsite nursery, working together on targets for 
learning. Staff benefit from the support of highly qualified teachers from the nursery who 
mentor and support the team. This coordinated and highly supportive approach means 
that teaching is outstanding and children make rapid progress.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 134989 

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 825600 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 2 - 8 

Total number of places 24 

Number of children on roll 59 

Name of provider Grandpont Nursery School Governing Body 

Date of previous inspection Not applicable 

Telephone number 01865 794350 or 01865 242900 

 

Grandpont Daycare (The Mulberry Room) opened in 2001. It operates from Grandpont 
Nursery School in the Grandpont area of Oxford. It is open each weekday from 8am to 
6pm during term time, and from 9am to 5pm during school holidays. It provides wrap 
around care during term time in the form of a breakfast club, after school club and full or 
sessional day care. The Mulberry Room employs 11 members of staff, including the 
headteacher, and receives support from qualified teachers at the adjoining nursery school. 
The majority of staff hold appropriate qualifications at level 2 and above.  

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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