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School Lane, Hollesley, WOODBRIDGE, Suffolk, IP12 3RE raising standards
improving lives

Inspection date 16 June 2015

Previous inspection date 29 March 2011

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good 2
early years provision Previous inspection: ~ Outstanding 1
How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Good 2
range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Good 2
of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Good 2

early years provision
The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

B Children are well prepared for their future learning at school. The managers and staff
plan and organise rich and relevant activities, which help children to be confident,
eager, imaginative and increasingly articulate learners.

B Children enjoy learning in the stimulating, well-resourced indoor and outdoor areas. In
particular, they relish the rewarding opportunities to observe, investigate and talk about
features of their surroundings. Children eagerly observe caterpillars turn into butterflies
and carefully examine bugs, insects and other creatures they find outdoors.

B The managers and staff skilfully and sensitively help children to settle at pre-school to
form positive relationships with others and become increasingly confident and
independent. They successfully work with parents and schools to ensure children are
socially and emotionally ready for their future move in learning.

B The management committee, managers and staff understand how to protect children
from harm and consistently check that they are safe and well. The managers and staff
keep up to date with safeguarding training and have a sound knowledge of the possible
signs of abuse or neglect. They take prompt, appropriate action to refer any concerns
about children's welfare.

It is not yet outstanding because:

B Some group discussions and activities are not always pitched at the right level to
encourage younger or less-able children's involvement, or are too long so they lose
interest.

B Staff do not always clearly identify those aspects of children's learning and
development they want to focus on next to help them and parents plan more accurately
for children's future learning.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:
B adapt teaching and the use of resources to further develop younger or less able

children's attentive listening and involvement in group activities and discussions

B enhance information sharing with parents about their child's development and staff's
planning for children's needs by consistently identifying precise next steps for each
child's future learning.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed activities indoors and outside, and carried out joint observations
with the nominated person.

B The inspector spoke to members of staff and children at appropriate times, and held
meetings with the nominated person, managers and headteacher of the school.

B The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day of the
inspection.

B The inspector discussed the pre-school's improvement plan.

The inspector looked at children's records, planning documentation and evidence of the
suitability of staff working in the pre-school, and also looked at a range of other
documentation, including policies and procedures.

Inspector
Rachel Wyatt
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is good

Staff have a sound understanding of children's abilities and interests from their
observations, assessments and discussions with parents. They use this information to plan
enjoyable, often challenging activities and topics which reflect children's interests. Staff
usually follow up children's learning priorities in activities. However, sometimes their
assessments of children's future learning needs are generalised so it is unclear which skills
they want to develop next. Overall, staff promote children's good progress. They motivate
them so they are keen to take part and contribute. Children communicate well. They take
turns in speaking, confidently express their ideas, recall events and use language for
thinking. During group activities, older children discuss a wide range of subjects. Effective
individual support is given to children who find it difficult to communicate, concentrate or
relate to others. However, staff do not always adapt their teaching to encourage younger
or less-able children's sustained involvement in larger group activities.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
good

Children flourish, soon settle and develop a strong sense of belonging. The kind and
reassuring staff readily acknowledge each child's characteristics and circumstances, and
conscientiously meet their care, health and dietary needs. They accurately foster children's
growing independence and awareness of how to be heathy during well-managed personal
care routines and mealtimes. Children relish being outdoors and being active when they
confidently climb and balance on different apparatus. The staff skilfully help children to be
socially and emotionally ready for school. Children regularly visit the local school, where
they join in activities with children in the Reception class and get to know school routines
and the premises. At pre-school, children practise changing into their physical education
kit, and look at photographs and uniforms from other local schools. Children are looked
after in safe and secure surroundings. They are taught how to keep themselves safe
during walks and when they use scissors, utensils and other equipment.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is good

The management committee, managers and staff effectively monitor the quality and
impact of the pre-school's provision and promptly make improvements. For example, the
committee have access to information to help them improve accountability and to
implement safer recruitment procedures. Further development of outdoor areas, toys and
resources enhance children's learning. Children's progress and the quality of teaching are
regularly monitored and any gaps in their development or the curriculum are closed
quickly. Managers meet with other providers to exchange information about good practice
and they work with the school's Reception class teacher to discuss children's progress and
their planning. The staff are well qualified and they all complete required safeguarding,
first aid and food safety training. Overall, the quality of the staff's teaching and care are
good. Exemplary relationships and information sharing between the pre-school, parents
and local schools ensure children's needs are understood and met.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 251519

Local authority Suffolk

Inspection number 854778

Type of provision Sessional provision
Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic
Age range of children 2-5

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 30

Name of provider Hollesley Playgroup Committee
Date of previous inspection 29 March 2011
Telephone number 07743 990408

Hollesley Pre-School opened in 1983. The pre-school employs four members of childcare
staff. Of these, three hold an appropriate early years qualification at level 3. The pre-
school opens from Monday to Friday during school term time. Sessions are from 8.30am to
3.30pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old
children. There are close links with three local schools.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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