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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

22 June 2015  
1 July 2010 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Requires 
improvement  

3   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Requires 
improvement 

3 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Requires 
improvement 

3  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Requires 
improvement  

3  

The setting does not meet legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:   
  

 The quality of staff's observations and planning for the children's learning is variable. As 
a result, all aspects of learning are not routinely planned for so children do not all make 
good progress. 

  

 The manager does not always monitor all aspects of staff's practice in order to address 
weaknesses in the assessment of younger children's progress. 

  

 Staff have not developed partnerships working with parents and other early years 
providers well enough to ensure that children benefit from consistency in their care and 
learning. 

  

     

It has the following strengths 
 

 Staff develop all children's communication and literacy knowledge well, including those 
who speak English as an additional language. 

  

 Children have formed secure emotional attachments with staff and feel safe in their 
care. They confidently kiss their parents goodbye and very quickly engage in activities 
that are set out for them. 

  

 Children's independence is promoted well at snack times. They collect their own plate 
and cup, and choose from a selection of milk and water, before sitting down to enjoy 
fresh apple and breadsticks. 

  

 All staff are qualified and attend regular training to ensure they have the skills they 
need to care for children appropriately. They keep children protected and secure. They 
place a good focus on promoting children's well-being. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage the provider must: 

 
 improve the quality of observations so that staff precisely identify children's current 

level of development and clearly establish their next steps in learning, in order to plan 
effectively for children's progress in all areas of their learning 

  

 monitor staff practice more closely, so that the quality of assessments for younger 
children is improved. 

  

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 encourage all parents to share details about what their children achieve at home and 

use this information to work together so children make good progress in their learning 
and development 

  

 share more information with other early years providers children attend, so that 
practitioners work together to achieve continuity in children's care and learning. 

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed activities in the main playroom and outside.  
  

 The inspector conducted a joint observation with the manager.  
  

 The inspector held meetings with the manager, and spoke to children and staff at 
appropriate times throughout the inspection.  

  

 The inspector looked at children's assessment records and planning documentation.  
  

 The inspector viewed samples of documentation, including evidence of the staff's 
suitability, their qualifications and self-evaluation form.  

  

 The inspector took account of parents' views on the quality of the provision.  
  

  

Inspector  

Jane Tucker 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend.  This requires improvement  

 

Staff know children well and interact with them appropriately. They help children to learn 
by using their interests as a starting point for activities. For example, a superhero area has 
been set up to encourage children to take part in writing and number activities. Children 
count how many superhero models staff have in their hand. They find the correct numeral 
displayed on the wall. They recognise that if one superhero is taken away from a group of 
three, then two superheroes will be left. Young children dip their hands in water to find 
letters in the spaghetti soup. Staff say the letter sounds, encouraging young children to 
repeat what they hear. Older children learn letter sounds, choosing items from a bag, such 
as a plate and policeman. Younger children enjoy listening to stories. Staff point to the 
words as they read, helping children to learn that print carries meaning. Staff observe 
children as they play. However, not all children's next steps in learning are routinely 
identified, ensuring that all aspects of learning are planned for. 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 
requires improvement  

 

Children are warmly welcomed at the pre-school. They arrive cheerful and are eager to 
begin their day. Children show how they know the routine, hanging their coat up and 
finding their name to stick on the chart. Their behaviour is very good. Staff help children 
to be kind and share, promoting children's understanding of how to make relationships. 
Children sing their lining up song before going outside and staff count children, ensuring 
they know how many are outside. Children have access to daily fresh air and physical play 
in all weather. Children enjoy sitting in a tent outside when it starts to rain. They cover 
themselves and staff with a blanket to keep warm while they look at books. Children go on 
visits to the school's foundation classroom that is in the same building. This helps children 
to prepare emotionally for their move on to school. 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision requires improvement  

 

The manager has identified many areas for improvement through careful reflection and 
evaluation. She spends much time in the playroom, supporting and observing staff. This 
gives her a sound understanding of the impact staff's teaching has on children's learning 
and development. However, she does not monitor some aspects of staff practice closely 
enough to ensure that assessment of children's progress is accurate, and that next steps 
for their learning are clearly identified. However, the manager has already taken action to 
improve the tracking of older children's progress. This has been invaluable in identifying 
and addressing some aspects of learning that were less well planned for. Parents spoken 
to during the inspection comment that they are happy, overall, with the service provided. 
However, parents are not always well supported to share information about their child's 
learning and development at home. Staff do not always share enough information with 
other early years providers that children also attend. This means they cannot make sure 
that children enjoy consistency in their care and learning. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY299452 

Local authority Rotherham 

Inspection number 861693 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 17 

Total number of places 26 

Number of children on roll 65 

Name of provider Ravenfield Pre-School Playgroup Committee 

Date of previous inspection 1 July 2010 

Telephone number 01709 703990 

 

Ravenfield Pre-School Playgroup was registered in 1969. It is managed by a voluntary 
parent committee. The pre-school employs six members of childcare staff. Of these, five 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 or level 5. One has Early Years 
Professional status. The pre-school opens Monday to Friday, during term time only. 
Sessions are from 8.45am to 11.45am and 12.15pm to 3.15pm. The pre-school provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. It supports a number 
of children who speak English as an additional language.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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