
   

 

Newbold Community 
Playgroup   

 

Newbold Baptist Church, Milnrow Road, Rochdale, Lancashire, OL16 5DL    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

17 June 2015  
6 July 2009 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Outstanding  1 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Outstanding 1  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Children's emotional security is highly assured, as staff form extremely strong and close 
bonds with them. As a result, children show a highly developed sense of belonging, and 
approach staff readily for reassurance and help. 

  

 Regular outings and visitors to the playgroup provide children with excellent 
opportunities to learn about the local community and the wider world. 

  

 Staff are focused on enhancing their knowledge and understanding for the benefit of 
children. They discuss their training needs during supervision sessions with the 
manager. For example, staff use the skills gained from a training course to promote 
children's understanding of letters and sounds. 

  

 Parents are included at all levels and stages, and they are able to contribute positively 
to children's care and education. 

  

 Staff have established good links with other early years settings and the local school to 
promote children's learning consistently. 

  

 All children make good progress in their communication and language development. 
This is because staff place high priority on extending their language through group 
times, music sessions and activities. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Occasionally, some staff do not focus sharply enough on challenging children's thinking 
during activities. 

  

 Monitoring of staff teaching is not as well targeted as it could be to identify areas 
where staff practice can be enhanced to enable them to consistently deliver high-
quality learning experiences. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 improve the effectiveness of the monitoring of staff performance to focus more sharply 

on improving their personal effectiveness, for example, by providing staff with more 
personal and individual feedback about their teaching  

  

 extend opportunities for children to think critically, for example, by focusing more 
sharply on allowing children to find solutions to problems. 

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.  
  

 The inspector took into account the views of the parents spoken to on the day of 
inspection.  

  

 The inspector observed activities and the quality of teaching in the playrooms and 
outdoors.  

  

 The inspector checked evidence of the suitability and qualifications of staff working 
with children, the provider's self-evaluation and improvement plans.  

  

 The inspector sampled children's assessment records, planning documentation and a 
range of other records, including policies and procedures.  

  

  

Inspector  

Helen Gaze  
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Qualified staff provide a challenging programme of activities that promote children's 
interests. Consequently, they are motivated and involved. Children enjoy learning about 
the wider world. Staff imaginatively transform the environment, so that children can play 
imaginatively. They dress up as pirates, make boats from large tubs and role play in the 
travel agents. Children develop skills using their hands, as they paint and sculpt with 
malleable materials. As a result, they are developing useful skills in preparation for future 
learning at school. Overall, the quality of teaching is good. Most staff effectively challenge 
children through useful questioning. However, not all staff are as skilled at promoting their 
critical thinking. This is because children are not fully encouraged to find out how things 
work, and some staff too readily give solutions to problems.  
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
outstanding    

 

The manager and staff have shaped an environment where children and their family are 
valued and respected. Staff are genuinely interested in the lives of children, and reflect 
this in the provision. Staff encourage children's independence from the moment they 
arrive. As a result, children are extremely capable at completing tasks for themselves. 
They develop excellent social skills. They confidently talk in groups and are friendly 
towards all at the playgroup. Consequently, children make particularly rapid progress with 
their social and emotional development, and this helps prepare them for school. Children 
are exceptionally well behaved. This is because of the consistently calm and confident 
approach of all staff. They reassure children and help them to see how they can help 
others. For example, older children to help younger children to complete tasks, such as 
hanging up their aprons. Staff are extremely supportive of children experimenting and 
taking risks. They provide climbing equipment, so that children can find ways to climb up 
and down, while closely supervising children to ensure they are safe.  
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The manager and staff have a good understanding of the safeguarding and welfare 
requirements. They give high priority to safeguarding children, and are aware of their 
responsibilities in keeping children safe and secure, and free from harm or abuse. Self-
evaluation is effective, and helps the manager to evaluate the effectiveness of the 
provision. She successfully includes the views of parents, staff and children. 
Recommendations from the previous inspection have been fully addressed, and there is 
now a designated outdoor play area. The manager works alongside staff and regularly 
discusses the activities with them. However, staff do not always receive individual and 
personal feedback about their teaching, in order for them to continue to improve their 
practice. The manager and staff use information from children's developmental records to 
help them identify any potential gaps in their learning. This ensures early intervention can 
be sought from relevant professionals. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 316413 

Local authority Rochdale 

Inspection number 847702 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 5 

Total number of places 24 

Number of children on roll 22 

Name of provider Diaconate Newbold Baptist Church Committee 

Date of previous inspection 6 July 2009 

Telephone number 01706 358 662 

 

Newbold Community Playgroup was registered in 1992. It employs three members of 
childcare staff. All of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3. The 
playgroup opens from Monday to Friday, term time only. Sessions are from 9.30am until 

12.30pm.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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