
School report  
 

The Mary Towerton School 

Beacons Bottom, Studley Green, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, HP14 3XN 

 

Inspection dates 4–5 June 2015 

 

Overall effectiveness 
Previous inspection: Requires improvement 3 

This inspection: Good 2 

Leadership and management Good 2 

Behaviour and safety of pupils Good 2 

Quality of teaching Good 2 

Achievement of pupils Good 2 

Early years provision  Good 2 

 

Summary of key findings for parents and pupils 

 

This is a good school.  

 Leadership and management, teaching, pupils’ 

achievement and early years provision have all 
improved since the school was previously 

inspected. 

 Teaching is now consistently good. Staff plan 

activities effectively to engage and challenge 
pupils. 

 The achievement of all groups of pupils in 
reading, writing and mathematics is good. They 

are well prepared for the next stage of their 
education. 

 Children in the early years make good progress 
and achieve well in all areas. They are confident in 

literacy and mathematics. Early years teaching is 
consistently good.  

 

 The school provides a good range of learning 

opportunities. Pupils acquire good learning skills 
and use a variety of resources to help them. Pupils 

benefit from high quality physical education through 
the school’s use of visiting specialists. 

 Pupils enjoy school and always have positive 
attitudes. Pupils from different backgrounds get on 

well together. Their behaviour is good, both inside 
and outside their classrooms.  

 Pupils feel safe and well looked after, and their 
parents agree. Pupils find the school friendly and 

welcoming. 

 The school is very effectively led by the acting 

headteacher. Governance has improved significantly 
since the previous inspection and governors now 

provide effective challenge and support.  

 

It is not yet an outstanding school because 

 Attendance is below the national average for 
primary schools. 

 

 Pupils do not consistently use teachers’ marking 
and feedback to improve their work.  
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Information about this inspection 

 The inspector visited nine lessons and made shorter visits to seven phonics (linking letters and sounds) 
lessons. Observations were carried out jointly with the acting headteacher. 

 The inspector listened to pupils read and analysed a randomly selected sample of their work from across 

the school. He analysed the school’s performance data showing the attainment and progress of pupils. 

 He also looked at attendance information, safeguarding arrangements and other key documents. 

 The inspector observed pupils in the playground and around the school in order to judge their attitudes 

and behaviour. He held a discussion with a group of pupils. 

 The inspector also held discussions with the acting headteacher, a subject leader and two governors. 

 He held a telephone conversation with a representative from the Buckinghamshire Learning Trust. 

 The inspector took account of the 10 responses to the online questionnaire for parents (Parent View), and 
the 10 questionnaires from school staff. 

 

Inspection team 

Barnard Payne, Lead inspector Additional Inspector 
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Full report 

Information about this school 

 The school is much smaller than most schools. It has two mixed-age classes; one has pupils in Reception 
and Year 1 and the other pupils in Year 1 and Year 2. 

 Most pupils join the Reception class with limited pre-school experience. Children attend Reception full 

time. 

 The proportion of pupils with special educational needs and disabilities is much higher than the national 
average. 

 The proportion of pupils from minority ethnic backgrounds is much higher than average, and the 
proportion of pupils who speak English as an additional language is also much higher than average. 

 The proportion of pupils eligible for the pupil premium is below the national average. The pupil premium is 
additional government funding provided for pupils known to be eligible for free school meals and those in 

the care of the local authority. There are too few eligible pupils in each year group to compare their 
attainment without the risk of identifying individual pupils. 

 The school also receives the primary physical education and sport premium, designed to help primary 
schools improve the quality of the physical education and sports activities they offer their pupils. 

 The school currently has an acting headteacher who has been seconded to the school for a year. A 

permanent headteacher will take up her post in September 2015.  

 

What does the school need to do to improve further? 

 Improve attendance so that it is at least in line with primary schools nationally.  

 Ensure that pupils always use teachers’ marking and feedback to improve their work. 
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Inspection judgements 

The leadership and management are good 

 The acting headteacher has provided very effective leadership and secured consistently good teaching. 
She has worked with staff to create a culture of high expectations. Increased rigour in planning, 
assessment and the use of phonics to develop reading and writing have led to pupils making consistently 

good progress. 

 Staff work effectively as teams and ensure that all groups of pupils behave and achieve well. In both 

classrooms there is a clear sense of purpose and pupils find it easy to learn. The acting headteacher sets 
clear objectives as part of the school’s performance management; these are sharply focused on school 

priorities. 

 Middle leadership is developing well and forms part of teachers’ appraisal objectives. Middle leaders are 

well supported through their access to training and by being given the opportunity to take a leading role in 
developing aspects of the school’s curriculum.  

 The quality of teaching and pupils’ achievement are regularly monitored and evaluated, and the outcomes 
shared with the governing body. The assessment system is rigorous and accurate.  

 The school is strongly committed to ensuring equality of opportunity, providing additional support for 
those pupils that require it. The school makes very effective use of the pupil premium and physical 

education and sport premium. Pupils eligible for the pupil premium achieve at least as well as other pupils. 
The school makes very good use of external sports providers to give pupils a high quality physical 

education curriculum. 

 The school provides a wide range of learning opportunities for pupils. These include the promotion of 

tolerance, fairness, clear rules and mutual respect. Consequently, pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural development is consistently good. There is no use of discriminatory language. Pupils get along 

well together and their behaviour fully reflects the school’s values. They are well prepared for life in 
modern Britain. 

 Safeguarding fully meets national requirements. Parents and pupils agree that pupils are kept safe and are 
well cared for. 

 The school has worked successfully with the Buckinghamshire Learning Trust to bring about improvements 
in the two years since the previous inspection. This has included the appointment of the acting 

headteacher and a review of governance.  

 The governance of the school: 

 Governance has improved significantly since the school was previously inspected. The governing body is 

now well organised, well informed and provides a high level of challenge, as well as support, for the 

acting headteacher. Governors have a secure understanding of performance data. They have been 
appropriately trained to undertake their roles. A designated governor ensures that safeguarding is 

regularly reviewed. The governing body tracks the progress of pupils well, and ensures that pupil 

premium funding is effectively used. Governors are kept informed about the quality of teaching and 
keep pay and performance under review. The governing body ensures that the school’s resources are 

used efficiently and effectively. 

 

The behaviour and safety of pupils are good 

Behaviour  

 The behaviour of pupils is good. Pupils are always positive and engaged in their learning. Children joining 

the Reception year, most of whom have no pre-school experience, quickly acquire good working habits. 
Pupils agree that behaviour is good and they enjoy being in school.  

 Pupils are responsive; they listen and act on instructions. Lessons flow well, with very little disruption. The 
attitudes of pupils enable them to work hard and achieve well. 

 Pupils contribute to a strong school ethos. They conduct themselves well and are kind to one another. 
Relationships between pupils and between pupils and staff are consistently strong. Pupils identify making 

friends as one of the best things about the school.  

 Attendance is below the national average for primary schools. With such a small number of pupils in the 

school, percentages can be misleading, and some longer term absences are due to medical issues. 
However, attendance has not improved since the school was previously inspected, despite the school’s 

work in following up absences and liaising with parents.  
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Safety  

 The school’s work to keep pupils safe and secure is good. Pupils feel safe in school. One said, ‘It almost 

feels like home.’ Older pupils are excited about moving on to their next school, which shows they feel 
secure and well supported. Parents agree that their children feel safe and are well looked after. 

 Pupils understand about different kinds of bullying and learn about it as part of the curriculum. However, 

they can think of no instances of bullying and say that pupils are supportive and friendly towards one 

another. 

 Pupils learn to keep themselves safe and this includes the safe use of computers and the internet. 

 

The quality of teaching is good 

 Teaching is consistently good. Teachers plan lessons well and address the needs of all abilities in their 
mixed-age classes. Parents agree that their children are taught well.  

 Teachers set work at the right level to challenge each group of pupils. The effective use of teaching 
assistants enables teachers to plan different activities for each group of pupils in the class. 

 Good teaching has enabled pupils to reach levels in line with the national average in reading, writing and 

mathematics in recent years. Previous weaknesses in the teaching of writing have been overcome.  

 Staff are creative and resourceful, finding different ways to engage and challenge pupils. Pupils say that 

teachers ‘give us fun things to learn’. 

 Staff maintain consistently high expectations of pupils’ work and behaviour. This leads to all pupils making 

good progress. Teachers frequently look for opportunities to move pupils on to more demanding work.  

 Teachers monitor progress well and use this to plan future work. All teachers work part time. The 

handovers between teachers sharing the same class are highly effective, enabling pupils to continue 
building on what they have been learning. 

 Marking is regular and informative. The school has accurately identified improving pupils’ responses to 

marking and feedback as a priority; pupils are not consistent in using feedback to develop their work.  

 

The achievement of pupils is good 

 Pupils make consistently good progress and all abilities achieve well. From starting points that are often 
below those typical for their age, pupils make, and often exceed, the rates of progress expected in 

reading, writing and mathematics.  

 Attainment levels fluctuate a little year to year, reflecting different groups of pupils moving through the 
school. Over the past three years, pupils have mostly reached the levels expected for their age in reading, 

writing and mathematics.  

 In some years there is a higher proportion of pupils with learning difficulties and this has an impact on 

overall attainment figures. Taking account of their different starting points, pupils’ achievement is good in 
reading, writing and mathematics. 

 The school has significantly improved the teaching of phonics, which is now carried out systematically and 
well. This enables pupils to acquire the key skills they need for reading and writing. Pupils who have found 

reading more difficult make good use of their understanding of phonics to tackle unfamiliar words when 

reading. Reading has a high priority and progress is tracked rigorously.  

 Achievement in writing has improved since the school was previously inspected. For example, a Year 1 
pupil’s work over the year shows that he has progressed from basic writing, such as labelling pictures, to 

using the past tense and making use of a writing checklist to include persuasive words.  

 Pupils make good progress in mathematics and achieve well. Typically, all pupils in a mathematics lesson 

will have common objectives, but each ability group tackles them at a different level. In Reception and 
Year 1, pupils collected data and recorded it in a bar graph; they used a variety of methods over two 

lessons, including the use of tally charts and practical resources such as the game Connect 4. 

 Pupils who speak English as an additional language are supported well and their achievement is good. 

Readers from this group are keen to make progress and are confident in attempting unfamiliar words. 
They are helped by adults explaining activities clearly and providing effective guidance.  

 The most-able pupils reach high levels because the work they do is suitably challenging. For example, a 
pupil in Year 2 has made strong progress over the past year in writing, using vivid language to describe a 

scene. ‘Dead plants stand, all small and shrivelled up. A fence of wood leads down the hill towards a lamp 
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lit house.’ 

 In some year groups there are high proportions of disabled pupils and those who have special educational 
needs. Although their attainment by the end of Year 2 is lower than that of other pupils, their rates of 

progress are above the rate typically expected and in line with the good overall rate of progress of other 
pupils in the school. 

 Pupils eligible for the pupil premium make good progress and their achievement is good. Where their 
attainment is below that of other pupils, this is due to low starting points and learning difficulties. Their 

rates of progress this year exceed that of other groups of pupils in reading, writing and mathematics.  

 

The early years provision is good 

 Because most children have limited pre-school experience, they start in Reception with skills and abilities 

below those typical for their age. They make good progress due to good teaching that enables them to 
acquire positive attitudes to learning and confidence in using their literacy and mathematics skills.  

 Leadership and management of the early years are good. Children show good levels of development and 
their achievement has improved since the school was previously inspected. Their progress and attainment 

in literacy and mathematics are now consistently good. They have plenty of opportunities to practise their 
key literacy and mathematics skills. Well-taught phonics sessions help them make good progress in 

reading and writing from their different starting points. 

 Children’s work over the year shows good progress in all areas of learning. Work is assessed and 

annotated by adults to ensure that progress is rigorously tracked and that any difficulties are addressed. 
Adults’ expectations are high and the adults plan activities to challenge and develop children of all abilities. 

 Children joining Reception from homes where English is not the first language do well. For example, one 
child was copying individual words on arrival in the class, but by the end of the year writes in sentences 

with full stops. Another has had plenty of opportunity to develop his mathematics; over three months he 
progressed from adding numbers to make 10 to ordering all the numbers to 20. He can weigh objects and 

compare them, explaining why one bucket goes down and the other up when using a balance. 

 Children’s behaviour and their ability to work well together and with adults show that children feel safe 

and secure. They work safely both inside and outside the classroom. Children from different backgrounds 
work happily together. 

 The Reception class is subject to the same safeguarding procedures as the rest of the school.  

 Children in Reception share a class with pupils in Year 1, and often follow similar activities. They are, 
therefore, used to working in line with Key Stage 1 expectations and are well prepared for the next stage 

of their education.  
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What inspection judgements mean 

School 

Grade Judgement Description 

Grade 1 Outstanding An outstanding school is highly effective in delivering outcomes that 

provide exceptionally well for all its pupils’ needs. This ensures that pupils 

are very well equipped for the next stage of their education, training or 
employment. 

Grade 2 Good A good school is effective in delivering outcomes that provide well for all 

its pupils’ needs. Pupils are well prepared for the next stage of their 
education, training or employment. 

Grade 3 Requires 

improvement 

A school that requires improvement is not yet a good school, but it is not 

inadequate. This school will receive a full inspection within 24 months 

from the date of this inspection. 

Grade 4 Inadequate A school that has serious weaknesses is inadequate overall and requires 
significant improvement but leadership and management are judged to 

be Grade 3 or better. This school will receive regular monitoring by 
Ofsted inspectors. 

A school that requires special measures is one where the school is failing 
to give its pupils an acceptable standard of education and the school’s 

leaders, managers or governors have not demonstrated that they have 
the capacity to secure the necessary improvement in the school. This 

school will receive regular monitoring by Ofsted inspectors. 
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School details 

Unique reference number 110208 

Local authority Buckinghamshire 

Inspection number 462450 

 

This inspection of the school was carried out under section 5 of the Education Act 2005.  
 

 

Type of school Infant 

School category Community 

Age range of pupils 4−7 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 25 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair Barbara Sparks 

Headteacher Lesley Godwin (acting headteacher) 

Date of previous school inspection 4–5 June 2013 

Telephone number 01494 482384 

Fax number 01494 484517  

Email address office@marytowerton.bucks.sch.uk 



 

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 

guidance ‘raising concerns and making complaints about Ofsted', which is available from Ofsted’s website: 

www.ofsted.gov.uk. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 

123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted 

will use the information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to 
inspect and when and as part of the inspection. 
 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about 

schools in England. You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link 

on the main Ofsted website: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners 

of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children 

and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, 

work-based learning and skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in 

prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services 

for looked after children, safeguarding and child protection. 

Further copies of this report are obtainable from the school. Under the Education Act 2005, the school 

must provide a copy of this report free of charge to certain categories of people. A charge not 

exceeding the full cost of reproduction may be made for any other copies supplied. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long as you 

give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school inspection 

reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 

M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.ofsted.gov.uk 
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