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improving lives

Inspection date 18 June 2015
Previous inspection date 9 May 2011
This inspection: Requires 3

The quality and standards of the

St improvement
early years provision

Previous inspection: Good

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Requires

range of children who attend improvement

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Requires 3
of children improvement

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Requires 3
early years provision improvement

The setting does not meet legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents

This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:

B The quality of teaching is variable as staff miss opportunities to develop children's
learning.

B Staff do not consistently reinforce rules for appropriate or expected behaviour in a
positive way. As a result, children do not always understand the behaviour
expectations.

B The manager takes some steps to identify staff's professional development needs.
However, this is not rigorous enough to help staff develop their skills and abilities to
provide good-quality teaching to children.

B Self-evaluation is not fully effective in identifying weaknesses to target improvements to
benefit children's outcomes.

It has the following strengths
B Staff know the children well and develop good relationships with them. This means the
children are happy and settled at the pre-school.

B Staff actively promote children's good health through hygiene routines, healthy eating
and opportunities for physical play.

B Children enjoy a variety of resources and activities outdoors to support their physical
development, such as bikes, cars and large-scale painting.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage the provider must:

B improve the quality of teaching through more rigorous monitoring of staff practice to
provide experiences, interactions and activities that challenge children so they make
good progress

B improve staff's understanding of behaviour management so that children have
consistent messages so they understand what is expected of them.

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B develop the self-evaluation processes so they are effective in identifying weaknesses to
target improvements to benefit children's outcomes.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed activities and the quality of teaching.

B The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to on the day of the
inspection.

B The inspector held a meeting with the manager and spoke with children and staff.
B The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.

B The inspector sampled a range of policies and procedures, suitability checks and staff
qualifications.

Inspector
Nicola Jones
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This requires improvement

Children are happy to attend the pre-school and choose from a range of activities.
However, there are times when children play alone without staff support or interaction. As
a result, staff do not consistently challenge children's learning and children quickly lose
interest. This inconsistency in teaching means not all children make good progress in their
learning. Children develop their reading and writing skills ready for starting school as staff
help children to recognise their written name. However, at times staff miss opportunities
to develop children's understanding of letter sounds to further support their literacy skills.
Children enjoy listening to stories. They turn the pages and join in with familiar words and
phrases in the story. This appropriately supports their developing language skills.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children
requires improvement

Staff support children's emotional well-being securely. As a result, children are confident
to explore and make their own choices. The effective key-person approach supports
children's individual care needs. Staff provide a supportive settling-in process for new
children. They work with parents to support children well at this time, which helps develop
children's self-esteem and confidence. Children successfully manage their own self-care
and hygiene routines. For example, they confidently wash their hands and pour drinks.
Staff do not always manage children's behaviour consistently and children are unsure of
expectations. As a result, they do not always behave suitably. Staff carry out daily safety
checks to minimise possible risks and hazards to children. Children take part in regular fire
drills so they learn how to keep safe in an emergency.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision requires improvement

The manager and staff provide a safe and secure environment. They implement
appropriate policies and procedures to support children's well-being and safety. Staff
attend regular training, such as first aid and safeguarding. This helps staff to have a good
understanding of how to protect children's welfare and manage any concerns about their
well-being. The manager monitors staff practice and children's progress. However, this is
not fully effective to identify weaknesses in teaching practice and to support staff to
develop their practice further. The manager and staff complete some evaluations of the
provision to make improvements. However, these are not sufficiently rigorous to identify
and address weaknesses in the quality of teaching. Staff form positive partnerships with
parents and other providers. They share information and promote a consistent approach
to support children's learning and move on to school.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 115361

Local authority Bexley
Inspection number 839986

Type of provision Sessional provision
Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic
Age range of children 2-8

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 24

Name of provider Tina Mackin

Date of previous inspection 9 May 2011
Telephone number 07762320165

Play and Learn Pre-School registered in 1993. It operates from a scout hall in Bexleyheath,
in the London Borough of Bexley. The pre-school is open each weekday from 9.15am to
12.15pm for 38 weeks of the year. The pre-school supports children with special
educational needs and/or disabilities and children who are learning English as an
additional language. There are five members of staff, who all hold appropriate early years
qualifications at level 2 or 3. The pre-school receives funding for the provision of free early
education for children aged two, three and four.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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