
   

 

Early Start Day Nursery 
Limited   

 

Stanhill Works, Tennyson Avenue, Oswaldtwistle, Lancashire, BB5 4QZ    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

11 June 2015  
Not applicable 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Not applicable   

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Children are happy and confident at nursery; they relate easily to their named member 
of staff. Teaching in each classroom is good which helps all children to progress well. 
Staff place great emphasis upon helping children to learn through stories, rhymes, talk, 
writing, and games of ‘lets pretend’. 

  

 The nursery is improving because of good leadership, helpful support from the local 
authority and the shared work of the whole staff team. Assessment and planning for 
children’s learning are now strengths of the nursery. 

  

 Leaders of each classroom are clear about what they need to do to improve their work 
further. Provision for two- and three-year old children is led especially well. All nursery 
staff are supported fully through regular individual meetings with the manager. 

  

 Partnership with parents is good and benefits children at home and nursery. 
  

 Arrangements to keep children safe and protected, including through training and 
testing what staff understand, are given high priority by leaders. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 On occasion, the teaching of older children does not give them enough opportunities to 
learn about the world and be fully ready for life in modern Britain. 

  

 Some opportunities to help babies to be independent are missed because at times the 
baby soft play room is crowded with too many resources. 

  

 Some checks on the quality of teaching and reviews of the nursery are not always 
organised and recorded well enough to spot smaller weaknesses in the work of staff. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 improve opportunities for older children to learn about the wider world, for example by 

including more examples of the people and families of modern Britain in the books and 
wall displays of the pre-school classroom  

  

 improve opportunities for babies to learn independence by de-cluttering the baby soft 
play room so that babies can explore with and without close adult support 

  

 improve the organisation and recording of reviews of the nursery including checks on 
teaching so that information is more precise and specific about what is working well 
and what needs to improve. 

  

    
Inspection activities 

 Her Majesty’s Inspector (HMI) spoke to children and observed care, learning and 
teaching in the nursery classrooms and outdoors. Some teaching was observed jointly 
with the nursery manager.     

  

 Meetings were held with the nursery manager, area manager, and a range of staff 
including room leaders.   

  

 HMI spoke to some parents and carers.   
  

 HMI checked evidence of the suitability and qualifications of nursery staff.     
  

 HMI considered a wide range of documents including: reviews of how well the nursery 
is developing; documents about the care and protection of children; plans for teaching; 
and information about children’s progress.    

  

  

Inspector  

Tim Vaughan Her Majesty's Inspector 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Early Start has improved rapidly in the past year since the registration visit. Staff now 
observe children carefully and support them well in activities. Staff have a clear 
understanding of typical child development; they have appropriate expectations for what 
young children can achieve. They make good use of national guidance about the 
education of young children when they are reviewing their assessments of children’s 
learning. This means that staff spot when children have speech and language difficulties 
and they act quickly to offer appropriate support. In the past, such assessment and 
planning was not well developed. Now it is a strength of the nursery’s work, and teaching 
across classrooms is good. As a result, all children are making good progress in their 
learning. Staff give equal value to presenting displays about the play of babies as much as 
they do to the activities of the oldest children. While children’s own family and background 
are valued and celebrated in nursery, older children do not always have enough chance to 
learn about the wider world of modern Britain. 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

Throughout the nursery, relationships between children and adults are good. Staff are 
caring and adapt their support well to the needs of individual children. This shows in their 
sensitive support for the sleep and feeding routines of babies and toddlers. It shows too in 
how staff patiently assist children new to the two- and three-year-old classroom to settle 
into their new environment. Children in the pre-school classroom are confident, keen to 
learn and feel at ease. They enjoy exploring in the nursery and are very interested in 
visitors such as an inspector. They are also developing many key skills in communication, 
maths, reading and writing and are ready for the move to primary school. Children are 
given healthy meals and snacks throughout the nursery and they have lots of 
opportunities to develop their physical confidence and coordination. Babies are given 
important opportunities such as playtime on the floor while lay on their stomache. 
However, some opportunities to help babies to become independent when in the baby soft 
play room are missed. This is because this room can be over-crowded with resources. 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

Support from the local authority, careful actions by managers and greater teamwork by all 
staff are improving the nursery. Room leaders and managers now have a greater 
understanding of national requirements for young children’s care and education. Staff 
qualifications and training are now making a positive difference to the quality of children's 
care, learning and teaching. Individual meetings with staff are linked closely to checks 
made of the quality of teaching, as well as discussions with room leaders to set targets for 
improvement. Staff find this support useful in helping them to improve. However, some 
smaller weaknesses in staff practice are missed. This is because, at times, checks and 
reviews of the quality of the nursery are not organised or recorded well enough by the 
manager.
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY483121 

Local authority Lancashire 

Inspection number 1010430 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 5 

Total number of places 90 

Number of children on roll 98 

Name of provider Early Start Day Nursery Limited 

Date of previous inspection Not applicable 

Telephone number 01254 383294 

 

Early Start Day Nursery Limited was registered in 2014. It is a re-registration of a nursery 
operated on this site by the provider since 2007. It is managed by a company and is 
situated in a self-contained property in the Oswaldtwistle area of Lancashire. There are 22 
staff working with children across four rooms over two floors and an enclosed outdoor 
play area. Three members of staff hold early years qualifications at level 2, fourteen at 
level 3, and three at level 5. One member of staff holds a BA (hons) degree. The nursery 
is registered on the Early Years Register and the compulsory and voluntary parts of the 
Childcare Register. It provides places for babies and toddlers as well as funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The nursery is open Monday to 
Friday for 51 weeks of the year. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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