
   

 

Holbrook & District Pre-
school Playgroup   

 

Holbrook Primary School, The Street, Holbrook, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP9 2PZ    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

15 June 2015  
31 May 2012 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Children are well prepared for their move to school. Every child has a picture of their 
'buddy' who will support and help them to settle into their new surroundings. Staff 
make each child a booklet with photographs of their new uniform and teachers. In 
addition, school uniforms are available in the role-play area for children to dress up in. 

  

 Safeguarding procedures are good and are implemented well. All staff are aware of 
their role in protecting the children in their care. The manager has attended several 
additional training courses and works closely with other agencies to ensure children are 
fully protected. 

  

 Children who have special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported well. 
Staff work closely with outside agencies and work on activities suggested by them to 
help children develop their communication skills. The setting is registered as sign 
friendly and all staff use sign language. 

  

 Children use their imaginations well. They are supported by staff, who are quickly able 
to follow children's leads to promote learning and provide interesting experiences to 
meet children's needs. For example, they join in when children ask to pretend to hunt a 
creature from their favourite book in the 'forest'. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Staff do not consistently provide parents with ideas to extend children's learning at 
home. 

  

 The system for monitoring the effectiveness of staff practice is not always carried out 
frequently enough. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 provide parents with more frequent ideas of how to continue their child's learning at 

home  
  

 strengthen the system for monitoring staff's practice to ensure that any areas that 
could be enhanced are identified more quickly.  

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the impact this has on children's 
learning, both indoors and outside.  

  

 The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.  
  

 The inspector held a meeting with the manager and looked at relevant documentation 
including evidence of the suitability of staff to work in the playgroup.  

  

 The inspector spoke to parents and children and took account of their views.  
  

  

Inspector  

Becky Johnson 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Children enjoy their time in this welcoming and stimulating environment. They make good 
progress in their learning in readiness for school, given their starting points and individual 
capabilities. The environment is set out to ensure that children are able to safely and 
easily choose from the wide range of resources available to them. A monthly newsletter is 
sent home, which provides parents with information about activities children have taken 
part in and ideas for activities at home. However, these are generic and do not always 
correspond to individual children's interests or learning needs. Planning evolves from 
children's interests and is individual to each child. Children use hand-held information 
technology with dexterity. They turn it on and set the programmes themselves. They 
excitedly show staff what they can do and work together with their friends to complete 
the programmes. Literacy skills are encouraged. Children take part in an event to 
celebrate books and dress up as their favourite characters. They thoroughly enjoy listening 
to stories, which staff tell with intonation, expression and the use of puppets. Children sit 
beautifully as they listen to a story about three goats and a troll and are able to say what 
comes next as they join in with their favourite parts. Staff help children to learn about 
mathematical concepts. They ask them what number they will get if they add one more to 
14 and use mathematical language as they talk about having 'a lot' and 'a few'. 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

The key-person system is effective and key persons know their children well. As a result, 
children are emotionally secure and are settled and happy in their play. Behaviour is good. 
Staff have introduced strategies, such as the use of an egg timer and a mole puppet, to 
encourage the children to share and say sorry. They comment on acts of kindness they 
have seen throughout the session and these are read out at circle time. Children are able 
to describe their emotions as staff have made them an emotions book and wheel to help 
them with this. Staff talk to children about how they feel and use stories to help them to 
cope with difficult situations. Children are beginning to understand about healthy eating. 
They know that they eat the healthy items from their lunch boxes first, and they grow 
vegetables in the garden area which staff then cook for them. 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The setting works closely with other professionals and settings that children attend. 
Information is shared with them to ensure consistency of care and learning. Staff regularly 
attend training to further their knowledge. They cascade what they have learnt at staff 
meetings and then implement new ideas to enhance children's learning. Staff are all 
qualified and this has a positive impact on the quality of teaching. The manager also 
attends local partnership meetings with other providers to share expertise and good 
practice ideas. The manager is currently introducing a system to monitor and observe 
staff. However, these reviews could be carried out more frequently to identify any possible 
areas where staff could expand on their quality of teaching.
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 251518 

Local authority Suffolk 

Inspection number 866533 

Type of provision Sessional provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 2 - 11 

Total number of places 20 

Number of children on roll 31 

Name of provider Holbrook & District Pre-School Playgroup 

Committee 

Date of previous inspection 31 May 2012 

Telephone number 01473 328414 

 

Holbrook and District Pre-School Playgroup was registered in 1977. It is situated in the 
grounds of Holbrook primary school. The playgroup employs eight members of childcare 
staff. Of these, seven hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and one at level 
2. The playgroup opens from Monday to Friday during term time only. Sessions are from 
8.45am until 3.15pm. They also operate a before and after school club from 7.30am until 
8.45am and from 3.15pm until 6pm. Occasional days are offered through the holidays. 
These operate from 8.30am until 5.30pm. The playgroup provides funded early education 
for two-, three- and four-year-old children. The playgroup supports children who have 
special educational needs and/or disabilities.  

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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