
   

 

Shekinah Playgroup    
Western Road, Shoreham-by-Sea, West Sussex, BN43 5WD    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

11 June 2015  
15 February 2011 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 Partnerships between staff and parents are strong. Staff share their observations and 
assessments regularly and they plan together how to help children fulfil their potential. 
This means children have every opportunity to do well. 

  

 Staff understand how children learn new things and use very effective teaching 
techniques to help them make good progress. For example, children learn new 
vocabulary because staff teach them new words, such as 'derail', while they play with a 
train set. 

  

 The leadership team works together very well to make the pre-school the best it can 
be. They confidently use their knowledge and expertise to model best practice to other 
staff. As a result, all staff help children make good progress. 

  

 Children are independent because staff encourage them to manage simple tasks by 
themselves. For example, children select their own paper for painting and put it on a 
drying rack when then have finished with minimal support from adults. 

  

 Managers work with staff, parents, children and other professionals to think about ways 
of making the pre-school better. They have made recent changes following parents' 
input to introduce a lunchtime session to prepare children for school. This means that 
the pre-school is constantly improving for the benefit of children. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Staff do not organise the change in routines to meet the needs of all children 
sufficiently well. For example, some children can become restless and distracted when 
one activity ends and staff are tidying up. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 improve the organisation of the changes in routine so all children are engaged and do 

not become restless. 
  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed activities in all indoor playrooms and outside.  
  

 The inspector talked to all staff members about their understanding of the pre-school 
safeguarding policies and procedures.  

  

 The inspector took account of the views of parents spoken to during the inspection.  
  

 The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with one of the managers.  
  

 The inspector sampled children's learning records and other relevant documentation.  
  

  

Inspector  

Rebecca Swindells 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Staff understand how children learn and give them time to decide what, where and how 
they play. As a result, children are confident to choose what they want to do. Staff listen 
carefully to children and repeat sentences to help them develop their communication skills. 
They encourage developing literacy skills as they support children to read, write and draw 
about different animals following a farm trip. Staff teach children to use mathematics in 
everyday life; children building with bricks talk about how tall their towers are and others 
jumping on the floor use a tape measure to measure their jumps. Staff develop children's 
interest in the world around them by challenging what they already know. Children think 
hard when staff ask them if there is a comparison to be made between train length and 
journey length. Staff prepare children well for school by sensitively supporting their 
independence and confidence. Staff share what they know with teachers and meet with 
them to discuss individual children's needs. 
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

The key-person system is well established. Children are happy, they feel secure and 
parents trust the staff team. Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour so they 
play well together, taking turns and sharing resources. Children develop well physically 
because staff provide plenty of ways for them to practise what they can do. They remind 
children to wash their hands before snacks, promoting the importance of personal 
hygiene. They confidently rush off to complete this task before returning to eat a healthy 
and nutritious snack, which contributes to a healthy lifestyle. Staff know how to keep 
children safe and teach them how to manage their own risks as they play. Staff remind 
them about their rules and expectations, and as a result, accidents and injuries are 
minimised. 
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The management team fully understands their individual roles and responsibilities. They 
work alongside staff and share their experience and expertise with them. Managers carry 
out regular staff appraisals and access further training for staff. Consequently, all staff 
develop their knowledge, which improves the work they do. Staff have used learning from 
recent training to improve the quality of the questions they ask children to extend their 
thinking. Staff observe and assess children regularly, and use what they know to plan to 
help them progress. Managers recognise when children need additional support and 
access advice confidently from other professionals. Managers review assessments 
regularly to ensure that all children are making good progress. Managers use robust 
systems to ensure the suitability of staff and they ensure that staff fully understand their 
safeguarding responsibilities. These measures protect children well. 
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Setting details 

Unique reference number 113694 

Local authority West Sussex 

Inspection number 839893 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 5 

Total number of places 25 

Number of children on roll 33 

Name of provider Shekinah Playgroup Committee 

Date of previous inspection 15 February 2011 

Telephone number 01273 462 847 

 

Shekinah Playgroup opened in 1980. The pre-school operates from two rooms in the 
Baptist church, located in Shoreham-by-Sea, West Sussex. The pre-school opens for four 
morning sessions and one afternoon session each week during school term time. Sessions 
are from 9.15am to 12.15pm, and from 12.45pm to 3.30pm on a Thursday. The pre-
school is closed on a Wednesday. The pre-school is in receipt of funding for the provision 
of free early years education for children aged two, three and four years old. There are six 
members of staff, five of whom have appropriate childcare qualifications. 

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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