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Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

1 June 2015  
14 March 2012 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Requires 
improvement  

3   

Previous inspection: Good  2 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Requires 
improvement 

3 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Requires 
improvement 

3  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Requires 
improvement  

3  

The setting does not meet legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision requires improvement. It is not yet good because:   
  

 Staff do not make good use of activities, particularly with some younger children, to 
promote their next steps for learning and to challenge them well. 

  

 Staff do not successfully interest and engage all young children in the large group 
activities to help them become motivated learners. 

  

 Staff and management do not thoroughly evaluate the quality of the provision. They do 
not successfully involve parents in contributing their views about the nursery or their 
children's experiences. This does not help staff and management to make 
improvements and promote all aspects of children's care and learning well. 

  

     

It has the following strengths 
 

 Staff provide a warm and welcoming environment in which children explore a good 
range of activities indoors, in the garden and throughout the school. 

  

 Staff provide children with responsible tasks to carry out, such as helping to prepare 
the healthy snacks and managing their own lunchboxes in the school dining room. This 
helps to promote children's self-confidence and prepare them for their move to school. 

  

 Staff maintain a safe and secure environment for children in which they teach them 
about keeping safe in practical activities, such as completing risk assessments together 
and talking about hazards. 

  

 Management and staff have made some improvements since the last inspection. For 
example, they have established good links with the other settings children also attend 
to promote their learning more consistently. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To meet the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage the provider must: 

 
 improve the quality of teaching to help all children make good progress, in particular to 

promote younger children's social skills and communication and language development. 
  

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 improve the use of large group activities to find ways to include and engage younger 

children more effectively 
  

 develop self-evaluation and parental involvement to identify and address all 
weaknesses in the quality of children's care and learning.  

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed activities and the quality of teaching in the play rooms and 
outdoor play area.  

  

 The inspector sampled children's assessment records and planning documentation.  
  

 The inspector assessed the suitability of staff and discussed management's knowledge 
and understanding of the Early Years Foundation Stage.  

  

 The inspector took account of the views of parents.  
  

  

Inspector  

Bridget Copson 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend.  This requires improvement  

 

Staff plan activities linked to weekly topics to promote children's learning in all areas. At 
the time of the inspection the weekly topic was mini-beasts, where the children used 
activity sheets and magnifying glasses to find and identify creatures in the garden. Some 
staff extended challenges for older children to help them progress further. For example, 
they used books to find out about the lifecycles of butterflies and frogs. They asked 
children questions to encourage them to remember new words, such as 'cocoon', and to 
count the legs on the creatures. Staff monitor and assess children's learning but do not all 
support them well enough to achieve their next steps or provide sufficient challenge to 
help them progress. Some younger children played alone for long periods with limited 
communication from staff or encouragement to join others in play. This inconsistency in 
teaching means not all children make good progress in relation to their starting points 
when they first attend. 
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children 
requires improvement  

 

The consistent team of staff work with parents to settle children each session. They 
provide reassurance and encourage children to find their home comforters to help them 
feel secure. This helps to promote children's emotional well-being. Staff encourage 
children to choose and lead their own exploration and, as a result, children enjoy lots of 
outdoor play. At the inspection, children spent long periods making marks on the fences 
and tarmac with water, brushes and rollers. They ran freely and used a good range of toys 
to promote their physical development. Staff also provided organised activities in the 
playroom and school, such as music and movement in the hall. However, not all children 
engaged well in these organised activities. For example, some children looked around 
disinterested or tried to go and play elsewhere during the music and movement activity 
and circle times. This does not motivate these children to learn. 
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision requires improvement  

 

Management and staff have a suitable knowledge and understanding of the requirements 
of the Early Years Foundation Stage. They have a secure understanding of their roles and 
responsibilities to safeguard children's welfare and how to respond to any concerns. This 
includes keeping thorough records of any accidents, complaints or concerns about 
children. Management monitors staff knowledge and understanding through supervision 
sessions and promotes some further training. For example, staff used skills gained from a 
training course to provide music and dance sessions to promote children's creativity. 
Management and staff complete some evaluations of the provision to make improvements. 
However, these are not sufficient to identify and address all weaknesses in children's care 
and learning. In addition, staff do not successfully engage all parents in contributing 
information about their children's learning at home and their views of the nursery.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY437711 

Local authority Dorset 

Inspection number 824286 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 2 - 8 

Total number of places 30 

Number of children on roll 25 

Name of provider Bright Sparks Day Nursery Ltd 

Date of previous inspection 14 March 2012 

Telephone number 07871067769 

 

Bright Sparks Day Nursery Ltd registered in 2011. It is one of a group of seven nurseries 
and out-of-school clubs under the same private ownership. It is located in Shillingstone, 
Dorset. The nursery is open weekdays from 8am to 6pm during term time only. The 
nursery receives funding for the provision of free early education for children aged two, 
three and four years old. The nursery employs four members of staff, all of whom hold 
early years qualifications at Level 3. 
 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 

Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 

copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 

© Crown copyright 2015 

http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted

