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The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good

early years provision Previous inspection: ~ Good

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Good

range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Good 2
of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Good 2

early years provision
The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

The children's communication and language development is given high priority. The
childminder actively encourages young children to repeat familiar words and readily
introduces new vocabulary associated with their play. As a result, young children are
beginning to use language to express their thoughts and feelings and become confident
communicators.

The childminder provides a homely, happy and welcoming environment where children
are supported to learn. Frequent praise and encouragement successfully promote their
self-esteem and confidence.

Children feel safe in the childminder's care. She ensures children are protected from
harm as she minimises risks to children in her home and on outings into the local
community.

Strong partnerships exist with parents, other professionals and settings involved in
children's care. Regular communications ensure information about children's progress
and development is consistently shared.

The childminder organises a broad range of well-planned activities for the children,
which supports them to make good progress in their learning.

Children have good hygiene and self-care skills. They enjoy a wide range of
opportunities for fresh air and exercise. The childminder supports children to eat
healthy food and they begin to learn to understand why this is important.

It is not yet outstanding because:

B The childminder does not always give children time to solve problems for themselves

before providing assistance. This lessens the learning experience for them.

B The childminder does not always support children to develop independence skills.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

allow children sufficient time to complete tasks, so they learn to solve problems by
themselves

build on children's independence skills, for example, by encouraging them to pour their
own drinks and butter their own toast at snack time.

Inspection activities

The inspector viewed the areas of the childminder's home that are used for
childminding.

The inspector looked at various documents, including a sample of policies and
procedures and evidence of suitability of all household members.

The inspector spoke to the childminder and the children at appropriate times during the
inspection.

The inspector took into account the views of parents spoken to on the day and their
written comments.

The inspector conducted a joint observation with the childminder.

Inspector
Christine Walker
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is good

The childminder has a good understanding of how children learn and develop. Children are
motivated and readily participate in activities of their choice. For example, they enjoy
playing with interlocking bricks or dressing up. The childminder talks to children as they
play, asking questions and introducing new words to extend their speech. For example,
they talk about where the farm animals live and the childminder introduces words such as
'stable' and 'pigsty'. However, the childminder does not make the most of opportunities to
develop children's problem-solving and critical-thinking skills. This is because she does not
always stand back and observe before solving the problem for them. For example, children
build a train track and when it won't join up she completes the track for them without
giving them opportunity to try for themselves or suggesting ways they could achieve it
together. The children learn about the world around them, for example, as they grow and
plant a range of foods and flowers. Children go with the childminder to school to collect
older children, so they become familiar with the routine and understand what to expect.
This helps them to be emotionally prepared for their move to nursery or school.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
good

The childminder's home is clean, safe and well organised to meet children's needs. Their
individual care routines are followed, ensuring their personal, social and emotional
development is fostered. They learn to share and take turns as the childminder is a
positive role model and explains what is expected of them. They are respected and are
encouraged to make their own choices and decisions in play and to be independent in
their self-care. However, at other times during the day, children's independence skills are
not always built on. For example, the childminder pours children's drinks and butters their
toast for them at snack time, rather than letting them do these things for themselves.
Children develop physical skills as they play in the garden. They pedal the bikes or climb
up the steps to the top of the slide. Children attend groups and visit local parks and
attractions, expanding their social experiences and confidence outside the home.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is good

The childminder's safeguarding procedures are robust. She has a very good understanding
of child protection and her associated roles and responsibilities. The childminder is
enthusiastic and very experienced. She proactively seeks ongoing training and puts this to
good use. Following recent training on communication and language, she has developed
her understanding of how to work with children who speak English as an additional
language. This makes the children feel included and valued and boosts their self-esteem.
The childminder uses her observations of children's learning effectively to identify and plan
for the next steps in their learning. The childminder evaluates the provision well and takes
account of the progress children make, to identify where she needs to make changes. This
ensures that any identified gaps in the provision are addressed quickly. This enhances
children's already good progress. Parents speak very positively about the provision.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 303166
Local authority Rotherham
Inspection number 867440
Type of provision Childminder
Registration category Childminder
Age range of children 0-17
Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 8

Name of provider
Date of previous inspection 8 January 2009

Telephone number

The childminder was registered in 1988 and lives in Scholes, Rotherham. She operates
from 6.30am to 6.30pm, Monday to Friday, except bank holidays and family holidays. The
childminder provides funded early education for three- and four-year-old children.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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