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improving lives

Inspection date 27 May 2015

Previous inspection date 29 April 2009

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good

early years provision Previous inspection: ~ Good

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Good

range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Good 2
of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Good 2

early years provision
The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

B The childminder has a secure understanding of the learning and development and
welfare requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage.

B The childminder has a superb range of play resources, which she presents very
creatively. This inspires toddlers to experiment and engage in high levels of imaginative
play.

B The childminder has clear procedures in place for acting on concerns about a child's
welfare. She carries out rigorous risk assessments on her home and for outings. She
takes very effective action to reduce or eliminate accidents, while remaining mindful of
children's need to develop independence.

B The childminder very successfully lays the foundations for children to adopt healthy and
active lifestyle habits. Children enjoy a healthy diet and plenty of opportunities to
engage in outdoor play and experiences.

B The childminder has recently completed a lengthy process of rigorous self-evaluation,
which has led to improvements in her provision, in her partnership with parents and in
processes for assessing and tracking children's progress, for example.

It is not yet outstanding because:

B Toddlers are making good progress in their communication and language. However, the
childminder does not always make maximum use of the rich variety of resources, to
encourage and support their spoken language even more fully.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

B make full use of all the rich and varied resources, to provide even more support and
encouragement for toddlers' spoken language.

Inspection activities

B The inspector observed children engaged in activity and routines, both inside and
outside, and involved the childminder in these processes.

B The inspector discussed the childminder's practice with her and the impact of her
teaching methods on children's learning and development.

B The inspector looked at children's progress records and a range of other documentation
including those relating to safeguarding and the childminder's self-evaluation processes.

B The inspector sought and took account of the views of parents.

Inspector
Amanda Tyson
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is good

The childminder has well-established effective processes in place for assessing children's
ability when they first start with her, and for tracking and planning for their continued
progress. As a result, all make good progress in their learning and development and so are
well prepared for school. Toddlers benefit greatly from the wide range of creative and
imaginative play and practical experiences the childminder provides for them. For
example, children enjoy experimenting with different nature items mixed with small toy
animals and coloured rice in large trays. They visit the pet shop and aquatic centre, and
they are currently observing the development of baby robins in a nest which has appeared
in a flowerbox. The childminder's enchanting garden playhouse, which has a picket fence
garden and ornamental small animals, encourages high levels of pretend play. The
childminder's focus on encouraging toddlers' developing hand-control skills helps them
progress to using pencils and scissors. They use spoons to transfer pasta into containers
and make marks using their fingers in the stiff consistency of cornflour and water.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
good

Children are happy and settled in the childminder's care. They show a strong sense of
belonging as they move freely around and between the inside and outside, initiating their
own play. The childminder encourages children to develop good levels of independence.
They feed themselves very competently and safely manage small steps. Children sleep
comfortably in cots, at times consistent with their home routines. The childminder
successfully distracts children from unwanted behaviour, and she agrees methods for
dealing with typical toddler tantrums with parents, so that children receive consistent
messages from adults. Children develop confidence and social skills through weekly visits
to community play sessions with childminder. This helps prepare them very well for
transfer to nursery or school when the time comes.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is good

Parents hold the childminder in very high regard. They greatly appreciate that she involves
them in reviewing and planning for children's progress and provides them with regular,
written, developmental reports. The childminder makes good use of self-evaluation and
training to improve her provision. For example, she supplements her paediatric first aid
qualification with yearly refresher training to help ensure she is prepared for any
eventuality. After attending a training course on outdoor learning, she purchased more
resources to support children's investigations outdoors. Further plans are in place to
introduce children to 'potion making', using natural items such as mud, leaves and twigs.
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Setting details

Unique reference number 120472
Local authority Surrey
Inspection number 840331
Type of provision Childminder
Registration category Childminder
Age range of children 0-8

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 3

Name of provider
Date of previous inspection 29 April 2009

Telephone number

The childminder registered in 1999 and lives in Byfleet, Surrey. The childminder works
Monday to Friday throughout the year. She is a member of the network of childminders
accredited by Surrey County Council.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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