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Inspection date 14 May 2015

Previous inspection date 11 May 2010

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good

early years provision Previous inspection: ~ Good

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Good

range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Outstanding 1
of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Good 2

early years provision
The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

B Children make good progress in their learning and development because they are
excited and motivated by the stimulating activities planned for them by the childminder.

B The childminder is teaching children to value the diversity of languages. She provides
opportunities for children to use and listen to other languages in their play and
learning.

B Children feel safe and secure with the childminder. She knows the children very well so
that they can form safe and secure attachments with her.

B Children develop their physical skills during an exciting range of planned outings to
places of interest. The childminder makes good use of her knowledge of forest school
skills to provide children with stimulating activities where they get to explore the
natural environment.

B The childminder uses praise and clear explanations to encourage positive behaviour,
and children behave exceptionally well as a result.

B The childminder is committed to continually improving her practice in order to further
improve outcomes for children.

It is not yet outstanding because:
B The childminder does not provide many familiar items, such as photographs of family
members, to strengthen children's sense of belonging further.

B Children cannot always find what they want to play with easily, to encourage and
enhance their independent play.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

enhance opportunities for children to see and share items relating to their families and
familiar people, to increase their already strong sense of belonging

enable young children to have easier access to toys and resources, to provide more
opportunities for them to be independent and make choices during their play.

Inspection activities

The inspector accompanied the childminder and her co-childminder to a local school to
drop children off and collect others.

The inspector observed activities in the living room.
The inspector spoke to children, parents and childminders.

The inspector looked at activity planning, records of children's learning and a selection
of policies and records.

The inspector checked evidence of the suitability of household members and looked at
the childminder's qualification certificates.

Inspector
Catherine Greene
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is good

The childminder uses good processes for assessing children's progress and ensuring that
her planning covers all aspects of learning. As a result, children are fully engaged in
purposeful play which builds on their interests. The childminder plans the environment to
maximise the space so that, for example, children can build dens and enjoy the enclosure
this provides. There are exciting plans to develop this area with coverings to make it into
different things, such as a fire engine and police car. The childminder uses good teaching
techniques to challenge children's growing communication skills. She interacts well with
them during their play, asking relevant questions that make them think. For example,
children had fun playing with stickers to make pictures and the childminder engaged them
in conversation, teaching them about colours, numbers and shapes.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
outstanding

The childminder negotiates with parents exceptionally well to plan a thorough settling-in
period that suits both the needs of the children and the parents. She is highly sensitive to
the needs of the children and provides care and kindness to help them feel safe and
behave well. She gives clear explanations to children, who respond extremely well.
Children are very aware of the safety rules as they remind each other and explain why
they have to 'hold the hand rail' as they negotiate the stairs. Older children act as
excellent role models for the younger ones. The childminder works consistently with her
co-childminder to teach the youngest children to acquire impressive social skills by
observing and being part of what the older children achieve. These positive experiences,
including the promotion of independence and confidence, provide a solid foundation for
children's next stage of learning at nursery and school.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is good

The childminder and her co-childminder work effectively together to implement the
requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage. The childminder has a good
understanding of what to do if she has concerns about a child. She has completed recent
safeguarding training and the protection of children is a priority. The childminder works
closely with her co-childminder and is committed to improvement. They have systems in
place to contribute to a self-evaluation process which highlights some areas for
development. The childminders are currently further developing the systems for working
with key groups of children to provide a secure base and to monitor children's progress, to
make it even easier to identify any gaps in their learning.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY402398
Local authority Islington
Inspection number 831175
Type of provision Childminder
Registration category Childminder
Age range of children 0-8

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 11

Name of provider
Date of previous inspection 11 May 2010

Telephone number

The childminder registered in 2009. She works from her co-childminder's premises in
Highbury, in the London Borough of Islington. The childminder holds an early years
qualification at Level 3. She works each weekday throughout most of the year.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.
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