
   

 

Trust Taplins Childcare    
Western Community Hospital, William Macleod Way, SOUTHAMPTON, SO16 4XE    
 
 
 

Inspection date 
Previous inspection date 

12 May 2015  
25 November 2013 

 

The quality and standards of the 
early years provision 

This inspection: Good  2   

Previous inspection: Requires 
Improvement  

3 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the 
range of children who attend 

Good 2 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being 
of children 

Good 2  

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the 
early years provision 

Good  2  

The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings    

 

Summary of key findings for parents 
 

This provision is good   
  

 The nursery's leadership team is now pro-active in driving improvement. Staff 
demonstrate sound understanding towards improving practice in all areas. 

  

 The quality of teaching across the nursery is good with staff providing an interesting 
range of learning opportunities. As a result, children are well motivated, eager to 
explore and develop well in their learning. 

  

 Staff place a good focus on supporting children's next steps in development. Older 
children are effectively supported to develop independent skills in preparation for their 
move to school. 

  

 Good partnerships exist between parents and staff ensuring that parents are well- 
informed about their child's developmental progress. Management are working to 
involve parents and use parental feedback to improve facilities and outcomes for 
children. 

  

 Staff are well trained in safeguarding and child protection and have good understanding 
of how to recognise signs which may give rise to concerns. Managers have thorough 
systems for checking that staff are suitable to care for children. 

  

     

It is not yet outstanding because: 
 

 Overall, there are a good variety of outdoor activities but fewer opportunities for 
children to extend their pre-writing skills outside during their freely chosen play. 
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What the setting needs to do to improve further 

 
To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should: 

 
 develop and extend the outdoor environment so that all areas of learning are fully 

covered, particularly opportunities for children to develop their pre-writing skills during 
their freely chosen play.  

  

    
Inspection activities 

 The inspector observed the quality of teaching and the impact this has on children's 
learning, both indoors and outdoors.  

  

 The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager and discussed the 
outcome.  

  

 The inspector spoke to a small selection of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.  

  

 The inspector sampled some children's assessment records and the planning 
documentation for all age ranges.  

  

 The inspector checked evidence of the suitability and qualifications of staff working 
with the children and the provider's procedures for self-evaluation.  

  

  

Inspector  

Ann Rowe 
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Inspection findings 
 

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children 
who attend. This is good    

 

Staff plan the environment to provide a good range of activities that covers all areas of 
learning. They place a strong emphasis on promoting children's personal, social and 
emotional skills to help them develop good independence. Staff demonstrate sound 
understanding of how to promote children's speech and language development, including 
those who learn English as an additional language. Staff use opportunities throughout the 
day to effectively promote children's communication skills, such as when discussing books 
and talking about shape and measure. Staff are fully aware of what each child needs to 
tackle next to make good progress, so children develop in line with expectations for their 
ages. Progress checks for two-year-olds and older children are carried out, so staff know 
about any gaps in learning. Staff have sought opportunities to use parents and visiting 
teachers to provide additional musical opportunities, ensuring a wider range of learning 
experiences for the children.  
 
 

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is 
good    

 

Good arrangements mean that staff help children to settle quickly each day and to play in 
harmony. Easy access to resources enables children to extend their interests. They learn 
to share toys and interact well with each other and with visitors. The environment is kept 
safe because staff carry out regular checks and have a thorough understanding of 
safeguarding children. The nursery, with the support of the hospital trust, is active in 
safeguarding children at all times. Children are encouraged to keep themselves healthy by 
exercising outdoors freely as they choose. Staff collect 'unique child' information from 
parents before children start, so they know and meet children's preferences and 
requirements. The needs of children with additional needs are especially well met and they 
make good progress. Each child has a special person to support their care and 
development needs. They liaise closely with parents to ensure they are fully aware of their 
child's progress.  
 
 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years 
provision is good    

 

The leadership team has made significant progress to address the needs of the children in 
this nursery. They have an excellent understanding of the welfare requirements and how 
children learn and develop, and continue to develop staff's skills so that these can be 
effectively delivered. The staff team is equally committed to improvement and staff are 
working to become stronger practitioners. The management team has put in place sound 
review systems to achieve this. They have addressed all areas for development since the 
last inspection and this means, for example, children are well supervised when outdoors. 
In addition they have identified areas for development, such as reviewing interactions 
between staff and children, and work is in hand to extend outdoor learning opportunities.  
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Setting details 

Unique reference number EY280741 

Local authority Southampton 

Inspection number 987887 

Type of provision Full-time provision 

Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic 

Age range of children 0 - 5 

Total number of places 100 

Number of children on roll 147 

Name of provider Southampton University Hospital NHS Trust 

Date of previous inspection 25 November 2013 

Telephone number 02380 296981 

 

Trust Taplins Childcare registered in 2004. The setting offers nursery provision. It is 
located at the Western Community Hospital, in the Millbrook area of Southampton. The 
nursery is open each weekday, from 7am until 6.30pm, all year round, except for public 
holidays. The setting employs 28 members of staff to work with the children, most of 
whom hold a relevant qualification. 

 

 

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register.  The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early 
Years Foundation Stage.  

 

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the 
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making 
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website: 
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a 
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and 

skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children, 
safeguarding and child protection. 

 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, 

please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long 

as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any 

way. 

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school 

inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’. 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store St 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 

T: 0300 123 4234 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
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