Blue Skies Montessori Ofsted
Nursery moroving ves

Frankton Road, Whitefield, Manchester, M45 7FB

Inspection date 6 May 2015

Previous inspection date 28 September 2009

The quality and standards of the  This inspection: Good 2
early years provision Previous inspection: ~ Good

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the Good

range of children who attend

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being  Good 2
of children

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the Good 2

early years provision
The setting meets legal requirements for early years settings

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

B Staff have a comprehensive understanding of the requirements of the Early Years
Foundation Stage and implement these effectively, in order to provide a good standard
of care and teaching for children.

B All staff have a thorough knowledge of the procedures to follow in the event of having
any safeguarding concerns about children, in order to protect their welfare. All records,
qualifications and documents are in place to support children's welfare.

B Children make good progress in their learning and are rapidly acquiring the skills,
confidence and attitudes needed to be ready for school.

B Staff are motivated and enthusiastic when supporting children's learning through play.
They make effective use of grouping children for activities based on their progress, in
order to further their individual learning.

B Staff provide practical ways for parents to support their children's learning. Parents are
kept well informed about their children's progress and well-being and have regular
opportunities to contribute.

It is not yet outstanding because:
B The well-established systems for setting targets to enhance staff teaching does not
make the best use of staff's views, in addition to those of managers.

B Not all resources are easily accessible for enriching children's learning in the role-play
area for children aged from two to three years.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

make greater use of staff's views and observations of their teaching and that of others,
in order to set more precise targets to enhance their practice

enhance the accessibility of resources to enrich role play for children aged two to three
years, in order to extend the existing good opportunities for children to learn through
imaginative play.

Inspection activities

The inspector observed activities in the playrooms and the outdoor area, and also
viewed toys, resources and equipment.

The inspector checked evidence of the suitability of staff and managers, along with
evidence of the qualifications held by staff.

The inspector held meetings with the manager of the nursery, and the inspector also
spoke to members of staff when appropriate.

The inspector and the manager carried out a joint observation and discussed the ways
in which the nursery is evaluated, in order to make plans for improvement.

The inspector also took account of the views of children and parents spoken to on the
day.

Inspector
Jennifer Kennaugh
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Inspection findings

How well the early years provision meets the needs of the range of children
who attend. This is good

Assessment of children's learning is robust and covers their progress in all areas. Staff
then use the detailed assessment information to group children for activities or work with
them individually, in order to precisely target their needs. For example, groups of children
who are competent at adding objects, learn about subtracting to extend their skills, while
children who are less confident spend more time on recognition of nhumbers individually
with staff. Staff teach children to think critically, such as when they encourage children to
think of lists of words that rhyme. This also supports children's enjoyment of literacy, as
they are clearly proud of their competence in this. Staff effectively support children to
sustain concentration on their chosen play by asking questions, such as in the role-play
area for children aged two to three years. However, staff have not given sufficient
consideration to how to make resources easily accessible to enhance learning through role
play. For example, the many baskets of natural materials, and objects with a variety of
textures and sizes are not stored close to the role-play area. This means that children do
not incorporate these into their play, and opportunities to enhance children's descriptive
language through their use are missed.

The contribution of the early years provision to the well-being of children is
good

Staff provide good support for children to build their confidence and self-esteem. For
example, they regularly use games where each child has the opportunity to dance or sing
in front of others. This also enables children to learn to take turns. Children have good
opportunities to challenge their coordination skills and take small risks in their outdoor
play through climbing and balancing. They learn where food come from by growing fruit
and vegetables, which they help to prepare before eating. This also helps children to learn
about food that contribute to a balanced diet. Children quickly develop the manipulative
skills needed for independence, such as fastening buttons and turning keys, through
activities provided by staff. They learn routines for managing their own hygiene quickly.
Staff teach children about road and fire safety, using visits from the emergency services
and during spontaneous play opportunities. Partnerships with other settings, such as local
schools, effectively support children's emotional well-being at times of change, such as
when they leave the nursery.

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the early years
provision is good

The nursery has effective methods in place to manage staff performance and their training
needs. However, staff skills are largely enhanced through feedback from managers, with
less use made of staff's own reflections, such as from observing each other. This means
that some information is not used to enable staff to build on their current good standard
of teaching. The presence of two early years professionals, and the owner's commitment
to maintaining low ratios of children to staff means that children are provided with
consistently good or sometimes better, support for their learning. Staff are required to
work towards qualifications at level 3, in order to enhance their practice.
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Setting details

Unique reference number EY367125

Local authority Bury

Inspection number 857827

Type of provision Full-time provision
Registration category Childcare - Non-Domestic
Age range of children 0-8

Total number of places 34

Number of children on roll 26

Name of provider Blue Skies Montessori Nursery Ltd
Date of previous inspection 28 September 2009
Telephone number 01617 678100

Blue Skies Montessori Nursery was registered in 2008 and is situated in the Whitefield
area of Bury, Greater Manchester. The nursery is open Mondays to Fridays from 7.45am to
5.45pm for 51 weeks a year. There are five staff including the owner, of whom two have
Early Years Professional status. One member of staff holds a qualification at level 4 and
one staff member holds a qualification at level 2. The nursery provides funded, early
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. It follows the Montessori approach
to early years education.

This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the Early
Years Foundation Stage.

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may copy all or parts of this document for non-commercial educational purposes, as long
as you give details of the source and date of publication and do not alter the information in any
way.

To receive regular email alerts about new publications, including survey reports and school
inspection reports, please visit our website and go to ‘Subscribe’.

Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 4234 .
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 e
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk xR ,<

W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted OfStEd

© Crown copyright 2015



http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted

